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Sudan says coup bid foiled 


KHARTOUM (AP) —Tie ndfcmy pvm m—me* Wedaodav k 
luai ■nrestsd a number of dvfflant ud aUUarj oflfcxn 

“■* faeaffldalSufan] News Agency (SUNA) reported. 
Qwdafa cfficU mStery fcmnx, SCNA said for arrested plotters were 
jjgjjt, 1 Jelled movement to acfcfcve oAreshc dja dlwi . “The 
illwtliin fa cptafa wl and la tnvrrtlgfV si has hag— with faoaefavotwd,” 
mU the ndfltay source who m nt iMIU fay u Be arid Onr 
Hswm AI B a ritir ’s g g »n ■until hid beta Mentoring foe adfrMoi of foe 
«xerted rata for foot mri tw , Be aid they Madri MmU " fcmmi 
ftrrah, * former security advtaer to the dbtanded Dm Party who ako b 
« retired nmy officer. Ihemfltuymuroepve nodrtaibM Ok umber of 
d e tsfaww sad when they ware ar res ted . We that flat vrested 

befcoged to the (Bshanded Dan ad Comaaafct parties. He add the tea 
parties had joined I® other poBtical parties sad 31 trade ndam hrt 
October fa tiering * secret document eafled National Democratic Atkaee 
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Arabs to discuss intifada with EC 

TUNIS (R) — Arabftartga mlidiil w s BMnM Rniniw.. Ct * nmimfay flKfl) 
mtetefm la Ugefam Monday fa the first of several Arab m te ri oa s 
designed to back the Paksttafan Intifada in tfae brariKoeenpfcd territories. 
Arab diplomats add the mtatrtcn, Orta Egypt, Syria ud Tmrisia and the 
Mutter Liberation ft p il ert e (PLO), bare a nmudate from the Arab 
League's i nti fa d a coMidtM, and are the first of mail such ptxps to 
travel abroad. Other teams drawn from fin committee wffl visit Moscow 
and Watidngtoa bte dates tarn not been fixed, they said. They wffl (Harass 
de v elopme nt s fat Middle East eHpfatnacy sad partienfarty the 27-tnnntimld 
Intlffad a and the man exodus of Soviet Jews to Israel they added. The 
European Connottatty ndn fete ra w* be dram the three canaries which 
make tbe so-caBed tro&ss of past, present and Ifatate cfaateaei — Prance, 
Intend and Italy. Arab Lo^oe Secretary General Chadfi wnd will abo 
nf**H tbe L wtenr g meeting . 
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- X Arafat meets 

^ Mother Teresa 

~- CALCUTTA (AP) — Palestine 

Liberation Organisation Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat met Nobd 

- - bnreate Mother Teresa Wednes- 

day and said he was overjoyed to 
* • see tbe Roman Catholic nun. 

-- "Mother Teresa’s weak deeply 

•i. touches my heart,” said the PLO 

leader as he met die 79-year-old 
L ' frail non at her home in the east 
Indian city of Calcutta. In 1982, 

- at the height of the Israeli siege of 

" 1 west Bdrnt where Arafat and Ins 

^ •’ guerrillas were tr^ped. Mother 

Teresa braved the war to rescue 
mentally retarded children from a 
. ~ '■ hospital near the front line. Ara- 

fat presented S50,000 to Mother 
Tr ~ Teresa and gave her a star of 
Bethlehem made of pearls. 


Suspects held 
: in Thai killings 

• BANGKOK (AP) — One man 

has been arrested and another is 
being sought in the kiBing of 
three Saudi Arabian diplomats in 
Bangkok two months ago, police 
said Wednesday. A police state- 
mem said Snchart Herabi, 25, 
bad been arrested and an arrest 
warrant had been issued for bis 
brother, Suvej Herein, 28, in 
connection with the killings. Five 
other suspects were being sought, 

' "j: the statement said. The statement 
.. ~ said police Monday went to tfae 
southern province of Pattai to 
arrest -Sochart- He escaped but 
later surrendered to authorities, 
it said. It said Suchait had recently 
completed a five-year jail term 
for robbery and assault. 

Poiisarfo: Morocco 
accepts partial, 
pullout 

ALGIERS (R) — A Pofisazio- 
. guerrilla leader said Wednesday 
that Morocco had agreed to die 
principle of withdrawing some 
, troops from the disputed Western 
- Sahara before a U.N. referendum 
an tfae territory’s future. But 
Bachir Mustapha Sayed, external 
relations secretary of the 

independence-seeking Pofisario, 

told a news conference that PoH- 
sario saw it as only a tactic to 
deflect international pressure. 




France halts 
Lebanon mediation 


BEIRUT (R) — Rival forces 
" ' shelled each other in mountains 

• northeast of Beirut Wednesday 

and France abandoned efforts to 

- end two-months of bloodshed in 

' Lebanon’s Christian enclave. 

Political sources said French 
, • ' - Ambassador Rene Ala had told 
- : -L' Marooite Patriarch Nasrallah 
. Butros Sfeir that be was giving up 
£ ‘ bis attempts to halt fighting 
■ •-'«(_ between General Midid Aoun 
* T and Lebanese Forces (LF) leader 
. >v- Samir Geagea. “My contacts 

■ r.. were .fruitless. Any new battle 
. .: S. would be suicidal and without 
'L. remit,” tbe sources quoted Ala as 
v-g teffing Sfeir. 

- 

^ I fi. Yemen condemns 
:V£U.S, Senate 
" -^ resolution 


SANAA (R) — North Yemen 
Werfaesday criticised a U.S. Sen- 
ate resolution whidi termed Jeru- 
salem the “capital of Israel” and 
said fire decision violated interna- 
tioaai norms. A statement issued 
by the North Yemeni cabinet and 
curied by Sanaa Radio said the 
tesofeitioa, passed last Thursday, 
"contradicts United Nations prin- 
ripks and violates intematKmal 
fate." It said the resouhitton aho 
' teamed United State’s efforts to 
*** the hfiddle East proWem. 
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Sudan, Libya plan 
merger secretariat 

KHARTOUM (R)-* Sudan and 
X'i^ya have Agreed the 
teczeteriat-gcncral organisiiig foe 
merger of the two countries 
dndd be rited in Libya but the 
Koretaxy-generai should be a 
Sudanese, Khararam newspapers 
»id Wednesday. Tbe army news- 
paper Gnwat Af Mussallab 
ijeoted Colose] Mohammad Ai 
Amin Khalifa, a . member of 
Siahm's 25-man ruSug miUtaiy 
Fffitat, as saying the agre eme nt 
readied Monday, laid down that 
Sudanese secretary-general 
*oold be dmsea jointly. 


King meets Abu Sharif; 

Abed Rabbo calls for 
Arab meeting on peace 


AMMAN (J.T.) — IBs Majesty 
King Hussein received at tbe 
Royal Court Wednesday Bassam 
Abu Sharif, pofitical advisor to 
Palestine P resident arid Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and re- 
viewed with him issues of com- 
mon conc e r n to Palestine and 
Jordan. 

Aba Sharif presented the 
Palestinian view on tbe develop- 
ments of tbe Palestine problem 
and heard King Hussein’s assess- 
ment of current Arab affairs and 
international development, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

The King stressed the need for 
a pan- Arab offensi ve at fins cri- 
tical stage to formulate a pan- 
Arab stand, Petra said. 

Hie meeting was at tend ed by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker as 
wefl 8$ King Hussein’s Pofitical 
Advisor Adrian Abo Odeh. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
received in his office Wednesday 
Yasser Abed Rabbo, member of 
file PLO Executive Committee, 
with whom he discussed the ques- 
tion of Jewish immigration into 
Palestine. 

At the meeting, which was 
attended by Minister of Informa- 
tion Ib rahim Ineddin and the 
Palestine ambassador to Jordan, 
discussion abo covered ways to 
bolster Jordaman-Pafestiman ties 
ami provide -assistance to- the 
Palestinian people under Israeli 
rule. 

Ihe two sides reviewed current 
efforts to strive the Palestinian 
problem and to bring stability and 
peace to tfae region, according to 
Petra. 

Abed Rabbo was quoted as 


saying Wednesday that the PLO 
wanted a meeting with Egypt, 
Jordan and Syria to di«n«f Mid- 
dle East policy. 

“We believe recent develop- 
ments, mainly file Soviet Jewish 
immigration to Israel and the 
crisis in the Israeli gov ernm ent, 
requires that we take a joint 
position,” Abed Rabbo told Ren- 
ters. 

“We have always called for 
coordination between Jordan, 
Syria, Egypt and the FLO... and 
we tftwik tins is the right time to 
hold such a meeting of foreign 
nrimstere,” he said. 

Abed Rabbo said be believed 
the four parties would agree to a 
meeting, which could help pre- 
pare for a frill Arab summit, and 
voiced confidence that PLO- 
Syrian relations were on the 
mend. 

“In the past two months there 
have been contacts and meetings 
with the Syrians and tfae possibil- 
ity of improving relations is pre- 
sent,” be declared. 

Abed Rabbo, who leads file 
PLO team in a dialogue with the 
United States, said talks should 
continue even though they had 
made no real progress since they 
began in January 1989. 

He blamed Washington for 
failing to make a dear statement 
in support of Palestinian self- 
determination. 

“We think if their approach is 
to make small steps, this does not 


“The Americans know very 
well the PLO cannot go beyond 
file position it has taken — we 
accept a Palestmian-Isradi dia- 
logue if fins is based on equality 
and balanced platform.” 

He said Israel should accept 
that the Palestinian side would be 
named by the PLO and include 
delegates from outside as well as 
inside file occupied territories. It 
should also accept that talks 
would not be limited to proce- 
dures for elections in the West 
Rank and Gaza. 

Abed Rabbo said it would 
make little difference to peace 
prospects if Labour Party leader 
Shim on Peres formed the next 
Zsreeli government unless he 
agreed to deal with the PLO. 

“Time is no role for Peres and 
Labour unless they adopt a more 
courageous position — to deal 
with file Palestinian option,” he 
said. 

Another PLO Executive Com- 
mittee member, Mahmoud 
Abbas was quoted as saying by 
Petra that the PLO was closely 
watching developments in Israel. 

“What we care about is to get a 
gov e rnment that believes in a just 
and durable peace and a grees to 
start an Israeli-Palestinian dia- 
logue as a prehide to an interna- 
tional conference,” he was 
quoted as saying. 

“We in tbe PLO and Jordan 
feel we need more cooperation to 


contradict with -takrag- 4- major — faco- challenges -and -situations 


step to define the aims of a 
settlement,” said Abed Rabbo. 

Tins month’s collapse of the 
Israeli coalition government over 
Palestiman-Israefi peace talk* 
had blocked U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker’s diplomatic 
drive in the Middle East. 


sweeping tbe world, be they tbe 
changes in Eastern Europe, the 
migration of Soviet Jews, the 
Palestinian peace process or Arab 
developments,” he added. 

Abbas was passing through 
Jordan to an unknown destina- 
tion, informed sources said. 


Labour-Likud battle 
switches to money 


TEL AVIV (R) — farad’s two 
main political parties ac cu sed 
each other of trying to bribe 
rabbis Wednesday as file struggle 
to form a government switched 
from Middle East peace policy to 
budget allocations. 

Religions parties which bold 
tbe balance of power between tbe 

Labour and Likud blocs deman- 
ded more money for their schools 
and charities before Thursday’s 
parliamen tary deadlin e for enact- 
ing the $32rtnllkm government 
budget. 

The sum tentatively budgeted 


meat’s finance com m itt e e soared 
from S70 ntiDion on Sunday to 
$125 mini on by late Wednesday, 
infuriating non-religious legisla- 
tors. 

“Every hour the decision is put 
off, die price goes up,” moaned 
Ariel W eins t ein of Likud. 

“ITi sit in the opposition for a 
hundred years before I vote for 
any additional funding,” Labour 
ca u c us chairman Haim Ramon 
vowed. 

The four religious parties con- 
trol 18 of fiie 120 seats in parlia- 


ment. 

Labour leader Shimon Peres is 
trying to form a government to 
open peace talks with the Palesti- 
nians. But three of the religious 
factions have tided with his right- 
wing TJknd rival, caretaker Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

Peres, 66, was given first try at 
formi ng a go v ernm ent after the 
15-month-old Likud-Labour 
coalition collapsed tins month 
over Shamir’s rejection of U.S. 
proposals for peace talks with the 
Palestinians. 

The situation is currently dead- 
locked with each of the main 
parties haring 60 s u ppor ters in 
parliament 

Meanwhile five members of a 
Likud breakaway faction led by 
Economics Minister Yitzhak 
Modai s a id they were ready to 
negotiate on possibly joining a 
Labour-led government 

Legisl ators took a veiled swipe 
at U.S. President George Bush, 
-reaffirming that Jerusalem was 
Israel’s “eternal and indivisible 
capital” in a 45-4 vote with only 
Arab parliamentarians dissent- 
ing. 


Gorbachev, Thatcher 
discuss Lithuania 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Krem- 
fin leader Mikhail Gorbachev dis- 
cussed fiie crisis in Lithuania with 
British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher Wednesday* ® Moscow 
kept up pressure on the rebel 
Baltic republic to stay within fiie 
Soviet fold. 

Thatcher had telephoned Gor- 
bachev to congratulate him on his 
recent elevation to the new post of 

Soviet president, the offidal news 
agency TASS said. 

The talks were apparently Gor- 
bachev’s first with a Western 
Ifa ftr on Lithuania since the 
republic’s newly-dected parife- 
ment declared independence 
from the Soviet Union March 11. 

TASS meanwhile quoted 
Soviet Airborne Commander 
Colonel-General Vladislav Acfaa- 
lov as saying “a propaganda cam- 
paiga to discredit the army and 
the navy is gaming momentum in 


Lithuania.” 

AchaloY raid on bis return 
from Lithuania that provocations' 


young hooligans on specific sol- 
diers and military facilities were 
becoming more frequent in the 

republic. 

TASS gave no details of 
Thatcher’s and Gorbachev’s 
talks, other than that Gorbachev 
had “replied to Thatcher’s ques- 
tions” and “desc ri bed the de- 
velopments in Lithuania which 
have emerged as a result of fiie 
violation of the Soviet constitu- 
tion.” 

In London, British officials 
said tbe conversation lasted about 
50 «""«****) about half of which 
was taken op with translation. 

On Lithuania, “tbe prime 
minister reiterated her call (made 

(Continued on page 3) 


Missionary 
shot dead 
in Lebanon 

RASHAYA, Lebanon (Agen- 
cies) — Masked assailants killed 
as American Hirigrian mission- 
ary in an Israeli-controlled area 
of South Lebanon after villagers 
accused him of planning to set op 
a Jewish settlement, secoriy 
sources said Wednesday. 

William Robinson, a 56-year- 
old former U.S. marine, was kil- 
led by three men armed with 
Kalashnikov rifles at his house in 
the village of Rashaya AI 
Fonkfaar Tuesday night. 

Security sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, reported 
that Israeli troops and their mffi- 
tia allies raided houses in 
Rashaya AI Fookhar, winch has a 
population of around 4,000 peo- 
ple, and arrested an u n disclosed 
number of people. 

The headquarters of tbe 5,600- 
man United Nations peacekeep- 
ing force in South Lebanon, 
whose Norwegian battalion poli- 
ces Rashaya AI Foukbar in the 
foothills of Mount Herman, con- 
firmed the slaying. 

The Lebanese Communist Par- 
ty claimed its men killed Robin- 
son and said in a statement: TBs 
execution brought an end to 
schemes to plant Jewish settlers in 
South Lebanon.” 

The Lebanese National Resist- 
ance Front, an alliance of 12 leftist 
factions that include the Com- 
mmrists, also claimed responsibil- 
ity in a statement But it did not 
specify which faction assassinated 
Robinson. 

“One of our units Tuesday 
night carried out the death sent- 
ence against William Robinson, 
who was reeking to establish an 
Israeli settlement on Lebanese 
territory,” the statement said. 

The Israelis have octapied the 
I0-16-k3omecre zone since msd- 
1985, when they withdrew the 
balk of their a n ny fr om Lebanon, 
three years after invading the 
country. 

Rashaya AI Fonkhar is 13 
kflometres northeast of the Israeli 
border inside the “security 
zone.” 

The Lebanese government of 
President Elias Hrawi had 
ordered an investigation into 

(Continued on page 5) 



Hb Majesty King Hnaeii Wednesday confers with 
Abu Sharif; advisor to Palestine President 


Yasser Arafat, in a meeting attended by Hb Royal 
Crown Prince Hassan (Petra photo) 


Israelis blow up doors 
to arrest Palestinians 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli security 
forces used explosives to blow 
down the doors of two houses in 
the Jerusalem village of Jabal 
Mukabar Wednesday and make 
arrests, reports said. 

Relatives said that Ibrahim 
Shkzrat, 28, and his brother 
Mahmoud, 30, were detained. 
They said a cousm was taken into 
custody in a similar raid in a 
nearby village. 

_ . The^Sbkirats are . brothers .of 
the late Ahmad Mishal Shkfrat. 
He died of serious burns last May 
4, four days after the car be was 
driving exploded near Jeru- 
salem's central police compound. 
The vehicle was loaded with 
kerosene cans, but h was undear 
at the time if tiie car was rigged to 
explode or the fire was 
accidental. The Israeli army will 
confine 650,000 Palestinians in 
the occupied Gaza Strip to their 
homes from Thursday, military 
sources said Wednesday. 

They said the curfew was 
aimed at pre v en tin g violence dar- 
ing a Palestinian nationalist 
anniversary. 

“From 4 a.m. (0100 GMT) on 
Thursday, die Gaza Strip wifl be 
under curfew. Only focal resi- 
dents will be allowed to enter the 
Strip. The press may enter only 
unfit an army spokesman escort,” 
one source said. 

The nrititary sources said they 
expected the curfew to continue 
through Land Day Friday, the 
anniversary of the 1976 HIHng by 
police of six Arabs in protests 
over land rights. 

They said the army had not 
dedded what steps it would take 
in the West Bank, where Palesti- 
nians were barred from entering 
Israel and Jerusalem on Land 


Day last year. 

The underground leaders of 
the uprising called for a week of 
increased activity leading up to 
the March 30. 

Land Day should be “a special 
day of dashes in which our peo- 
ple and the heroes of our strike 
forces will teach tfae settlers 
another lesson of the intifada 
(uprising),” said the latest leaflet 
of Che Unified Leadership of the 
Uprising. 

_ The. Islamic Reristance Move- 
ment Hamas, in its leaflet, de- 
clared Ramadan, a month of jihad 
against Israel. It abo called for a 
general strike Friday to mark 
Land Day. 

Unknown assailants killed a 32- 
year-old Palestinian who worked 
for the United Nations and 
wounded six of fats relatives in a 
West Bank refugee camp, tbe 


army and reports said Wednes- 
day. 

Reports said the dead man, 
identified as Yasser Kazmous, 
had been accused of collabora- 
tion with Israel in slogans painted 
on walls in the Nor Shams re- 
fugee camp, where he lived. 

They said more than 50 masked 
men participated in file raid and 
that they used a blow torch to 
break into tfae family borne late 
Tuesday night. 

Kazm onz was director of the 
U.N. Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) office at the camp. 

The* army imposed a curfew on 
the camp of 6,000 residents. 

UNRWA said it did not believe 
Kazznonz's work for tfae agency 
prompted the attack. Officials 
said they knew of no oomplaints 
against him fat hb eight years as 
camp services director. 


JORDAN TIMES WEEKENDER 

THE JORDAN TIMES Weekender sees tbe Ifefrt today, 
after so many ideas and attempts to publish it had ended in 
fa/hzre in tbe past What made it possible this tinoe is Erst 
and foremost thedetennioatkm of members of tbe staff who 
volunteered to spend more of tbeir time at tbe newspaper to 
produce it. Tbejonba Times seeded tbe extra pages in its 
weekend issue, they insisted, and they were wWmg to start 
doing R right away. 

The weekender b brought to life to GB tbe gap that has 
tong existed in tbe newspaper; that is to provide oar readers 
with Bgbt odtnnd, art and musical material which other- 
wise coaid not Bnd its way into tbe pages of the Jordan 
limes for Jack of space. 

We hope R witt be a useful and hrteresting addition to tbe 
Jordan Times. Please let us know if you have any 
suggestions or ideas that might contribute to its continuity 
and improvement 
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Arbatov predicts decline in 
Soviet Jews going to Israel 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — A 
senior advisor to Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev was quoted 
Wednesday as saying the Arabs 
were exaggerating foe issue of 
Soviet Jewish immigration to 
farad. 

Georgy Arbatov, a member of 
the Central Committee and the 
director of the United States and 
Canada Institute, ako predicted 
foe number of Soviet Jews going 
to Israel would be on tbe retreat. 

Arbatov was quoted by the 
daily newspaper AI Wafan. 

The Soviet official was mvifed 
to Kuwait by the Kuwaiti ambas- 
sador in Moscow for an exchange 
of views on recent developments 
in fiie Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe and how these would 
affect traditionally strong ties be- 
tween Moscow and the Arab 
World. 

‘The cold war has given Israel 
a size larger than its actual one... 
foe mentality f the cold war and 
hs. considerations have played a 
very dangerous role in the U.S. 
Middle East policy,” Arbatov 
said. “Th e re fo re, I think file end 
of the cold war wifi mean many 
firings to this region.” 

Kuwait is a pioneer among the 
Gulf Arab countries in develop- 
ing ties with Moscow in the poli- 


tical, economic and militar y 
fields. 

Arbatov’s visit came against 
tbe background of uproar in tbe 
Arab Work! over tbe emigration 
of Soviet Jews and their settle- 
ment in Israel or the faraeli- 
occupied territories. 

Arbatov assured the Arab 
World foe Soviet Union would 
honour its commitments towards 
the Arabs in tbe post-cold war 
era, including pressuring Israel to 
relinquish fiie occupied land* or 
prevent the settlement of Soviet 
Jews in the occupied territories. 

T don’t think foe situation in 
the Middle East wfll remain as it 
h. It should change in tine with 
other changes tafong place,” he 
said. 

“The Arabs can depend on the 
Soviet Union in s up po rtin g a just 
settlement of the Palestinian 
question. The Soviet Union wiD 
honour its commitments, as we 
support the setting op of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state, the K- 
beration of fiie occupied territor- 
ies and strongly oppose tbe settfe- 
ment of Soviet Jews in the occu- 
pied territories,” Arbatov added. 

He said; “The question of 
Soviet- Jewish emigrants has been 
exaggerated. I don’t think tbe 
number of emigrants will increase 


or even that it will remain at its 
present standard. It wifl diminish 
if we succeed in applying interna- 
tional pressure. The issue may 
have been raised by the Israelis to 
spoil relations between the Soviet 
Union and tbe Arabs,” he added. 

Elaborating, Arbatov express- 
ed foe belief that the number of 
Soviet Jews emigrating to Israel 
will be in the tens of thousands 
rather than hundreds of 
thousands. 

T rtrink those emigration out 
of religious or racial motives have 
already left a long time ago, but 
new emigrants who seek higher 
standards of living will go to fiie 
United States and Western 
Europe ratbeT than Israel,” be 
said. 

Israeli caretaker Prime Muns- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir claimed 
Wednesday that Arab states were 
encouraging “terrorists” to blow 
up planes carrying Soviet Jewish 

iminigifln is. 

“Let the world open its ears 
and its eyes to Arab threats to 
blow up planes that cany Jewish 
immigrants. Let the world see the 
depth of Arab rejection of 
Israel’s existence,” Shamir told 
U.S. campaigners for Soviet Jew- 
ry. 


Row with 
press can 
end soon, 
Arar says 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe speaker 
of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment has said that foe row be- 
tween tbe press and tbe House 
can come to a speedy end if there 
is a joint wifl by both to tackle 
issues between them before they 
fester and if the intention is to 
protect the detnocratisation pro- 
cess in Jordan. 

In a letter he sent to AI Ra’i 
and the Jordan Times Chairman 
Mahmoud AI Kayed, Mr. Sulei- 
man Arar said nobody, including 
the press, had a monopoly on 
press. 

Mr. Arar briefly outlined foe 
realms of the legislative, execu- 
tive and judiciary authorities as 
well as that of tbe press, and said 
“there can be no responsibility 
.without authority and no author- 
ity without responsibility.’' 
Following is tbe text of Mr. 
Alar’s message: 

Relations between the Lower 
House and tfae media have been 
marred ever since the publication 
of discussions that took place at a 
secret parliamentary session. 

Soon after AI Ra'i daily pub- 
lished the deliberations, foe 
House decided to investigate tfae 
leakage and find out why the 
media went ahead and published 
fire secret discussions with total 
disregard of the Press and Pub- 
lication Law. 

A committee was set up to hold 
the investigations and it had sum- 
moned you and foe president of 
file Jordan Press Association to 
learn about your sources that 
leaked Parliament discussions. 
We had hoped that .yon would 
cooperate with Parliament in a 
spirit of democracy and reveal the 
sources of your information. But 
instead, yon chose to pour a 
torrent of angry words marked 
with some mockery and scorn and 
amazement at such request. 

Yon dearly stated that foe law 
does not allow you to reveal tbe 
source of information, prompting 
the committee to give up further 
investigation. The committee, 
however, did not point out that 
the Press and Publications Law 
prohibits the publication of secret 
discussions held in Parliament. 

The committee had first sug- 
gested that tbe case should be 
referred to court, but later it said 
an apology for violation of the 
law would be enough. 

I was surprised later to read an 
article in the same paper hill of 
calumny directed at the Lower 
House. The article accused the House 
of going in a virions rirde trying to 
discuss tbe rudiments of democracy 
and trying to control the press. The 
same article accused tbe deputies of 
being ignorant of die basic rales of 
democracy and said that in democra- 
tic countries the media constitute the 
fourth estate, preventing the other 
authorities from imposing their total 
hegemony on the public. The article 
accused members of Parliament of 
mderiaveness and tried to draw a 
wedge among Parliament deputies by 
raying; Why don't tfae deputies revert 
to the security dep a rt men ts of Jordan 
to hold investigations with their col- 
leagues in Parliament? 

I would like to point out that if 
democracy, as interpreted by the wri- 
ter of the AI Ra’i article, allows the 
press to violate the law and pnhHsh all 
that is banned by law concerning 
deliberations of Parliament’s secret 
sessions, then we are faring a new 
sort of democracy which we have not 
yet heard of. We could call dm 
democracy as one that overrides aO 
world laws and constitutions. 

The press accuses us of going 
around in a vicious aide, trying to 
understand the rudiments of demo- 
cracy and that a Parliament member 
is more or less forced to accept the 
views and opinions of the majority 
although be might hold a different 
view. We request that the media 
provide us with the c o rrect principles 
for going about our business we 

are accused of being ignorant ami 
require advice in das' regard. 

As to the proposal that the media 
should constitute “a fourth estate” in 
the country, I would like to point out 
tbe following; 

In my view, authority comes as a 
natural result qf historical, social and 
pofitical developments in a country, 
and every country is in nr rd of 
organisers who can take over man- 
agement and administration and is in 
need of laws that can control and 
organise relations among foe citizens 
and dames. This authority has now 

been developed and the people have 
(Continued on page 5) 
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Scholar exposes negative impact 
of pro-Israeli groups in Congress 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The influence pro-Israel 
political action committees (PACs) have on the U.S. 
Congress has as negative impact on American 
policies in the Middle East, according to Richard 
Curtiss, the executive director of the American 
Educational Trust and editor of the Washington 
Report on Middle East Affairs. 


Curtiss, a retired U.S. In- 
formation Agency (USIA) fore- 
ign service officer, has written a 
book on pro-Israel PACs and the 
U.S. Congress, entitled “Stealth 
PACs: How Israel's American 
Lobby Took Control of U.S. 
Middle East Policy/’ He pre- 
sented the book and addressed 
the issue of PACs daring a press 
briefing held at the National 
Press Club on March 26. 

Political Action Committees 
are special interest lobbying orga- 
nisations. Virtually every special 
interest in the United States has a 
PAC. Among the largest PACs in 
the United States are the Nation- 
al Association of Realtors, the 
American Medical Association, 
the National Education Associa- 
tion and the National Association 


of Federal Employees. Federal 
law limi ts PAC contributions to 
election campaigns to $10,000 to 
each candidate. 

Curtiss said pro-Israel PACS 
have worked against policies in 
the U.S. Congress that benefit 
the United States, citing their 
oppo s ition to arms sales to mod- 
erate Arab countries as one ex- 
ample. The enormous sums of 
money at the disposal of these 
PACs contributes to their dout 
and “control over Congress,” he 
said. 

In the 1988 elections. pro- 
Israel PACs collected $12 million 
and spent over $5 million, Curtiss 
said. This aim is larger than the 
sum spent by any one of the five 
largest PACs in the United 
States, who contributed $2 mil- 


lion each to candidates in 1988, 
he added. 

There are several factors that 
make pro-Israel PACs stand out, 
Curtiss said. Nearly all these 
PACs have non-descriptive 
names, such as “National PAC,” 
Hudson Valley PAC,” and “San 
Franciscans For Better Govern- 
ment,” he printed out. By using 
non-descriptive names, these 
PACs are concealing their goals' 
and source of funding, Curtiss 
said. Parker Payson, the chief 
researcher for the book, noted 
that the use of non-descriptive 
names is not limited to pro-Israel 
PACs. 

. Curtiss also noted that there 
are few counter-lobbies to the 
pro-Israel PACs and that those 
that do exist are not as effective. 
“Arab- Americans are not orga- 
nised as a group,” Curtiss said. 
These groups do not have “the 
motivation or organisational 
background to mount a counter- 
effort” to pro-Israel PACs, Cnit- 
iss said. 

Challenged by one reporter 
who noted the existence and in- 
fluence of organisations such as 


the National Association of Arab 
Americans and the American- 
Arab Anti-Discrimination Com- 
mittee, Curtiss said. “The record 
shows that when it comes to 
influencing Congress and the eco- 
nomic dout behind them, they 
don’t have it,” 

The problem of pro-Israel 
PAG cannot be treated separate- 
ly from the problem of PAG as a 
whole, Curtiss said. Asked how 
the influence of PAG can be 
curtailed, Curtiss said one way is 
to put limits on campaign spend- 
ing by political candidates. “Mak- 
ing (television and radio) broad- 
cast time free” to political candi- 
dates would help dimmish one 
need for large campaign election 
funds, he added. 

There should be a law against 
PAG raising large sums in one 
state for elections in other states. 
Curtiss said. He noted that many 
pro-Israel PAG raise money in 
more populated states like New 
York and California and then use 
the funds in elections in less 
populated states like South 
Dakota, where a tittle money 
goes a long way. 


Arafat pleads for a De Gaulle from Israel 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
was quoted Wednesday as 
appealing for the rise of an Israeli 
leader with the courage of 
France’s Gen. Charles De Gaulle 
to work out a settlement to the 
Palestinian problem. 

“We are offering the peace of 
the brave. Is there a De Gaulle or- 
an Ian Smith in Israel?” Arafat 
asked in an interview published in 
the Saudi Arabian newspaper 
Asharq A1 Awsat. 

Both leaders dared to go 
against the tide in reversing their 
previous stands and forging 
peace, France’s De Gaulle in the 
Algerian war and Smith in the 
former British colony of 
Rhodesia." 


Arafat was stressing the com- 
mitment of his Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) to a 
peaceful settlement of the Middle 
East problem with Israel. 

He said the PLO’s decision to 
adopt the new policy “was more 
difficult to take than firing the 
first bullet in the Palestinian 
armed struggle against Israel 
some 25 years ago.” 

He said it took the PLO lead- 
ership 640 hours of dialogue be- 
fore agreeing to the intiative 
announced in Algeria in late 
1988. Tt involved die first explicit 
acceptance of the state of Israel 
and envisaged an indepedent 
state ride by ride with the Jewish 
state on the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 


“Yon make peace with your 
enemies, and we do not bury our 
beads in the sand as Shamir and 
before him Begin efid,” said Ara- 
fat in affirmation of the peace 
option. 

He was referring to Israel's 
former Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin and caretaker 
Prime Minister Yhhzak Shamir, 
consecutive leaders of the hard- 
line Likud Bloc which refuses to 
deal with the PLO. 

Shamir has been reluctant to 
pick up on U.S. proposals for a 
peace dialogue with the Palesti- 
nians to pave the way for a 
settlement. 

Asharq A1 Awsat said the 
Palestinian leader refused to say 
when the Palestinian- Israeli dia- 


logue was likely to take place, 
saying “it does not depend on us 
alone.” 

Arafat rejected suggestions 
that the peace initiative would 
lead to any splits wi thin Palesti- 
nian ranks, or that there were 
• differences within the leadership 
of die intefada with foe Islamic 
fundamentalist movement 
Hamas. 

Hamas is part of the PLO and 
they deal with the Unified Lead- 
ership of the intefada through 
Fateh. They have the right to 
their point of view which we 
respect. We believe in plurality, 
be said. 

Fateh is Arafat's mainstream 
guerrilla group under the umbrel- 
la of the PLO which he also leads. 


‘U.S. failed to exert real pressure on Israel’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
feels that the United States 
wishes to continue the dialogue 
with the Palestinians and to reach 
peace but this process is very slow 
and the United States has so far 
failed to exert real pressure on 
Israel to change its position, 
according to a leading PLO figure 
in an interview with the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

“The dialogue is still going 
ahead but very slowly, and is 
being conducted in two forms: 
one of them directly in Tunis and 
-the other through Egyptian di- 
plomacy, PLO Executive Com- 
mittee member Mahmoud Abbas 


said. 

“The PLO was happy recently 
to hear President Bush announce 
that the city of Jerusalem is an 
occupied territory only to be frus- 
trated shortly afterwards to bear 
the U.S. Senate announce that 
die dty of Jerusalem was the 
unified capital of Israel and part 
of the Jewish state,” Abbas 
noted. 

He said the U.S. Senate’s state- 
ment constituted a dear contra- 
diction of United Nations Secur- 
ity Council resolutions which 
emphasised that the dty of Jeru- 
salem is part of Palestinian land 
occupied since 2967. 


vdopments within the Israeh gov- 
ernment, Abbas said that the 
downfall of the Shamir govern- 
ment came as a result of differ- 
ences among Israeli political par- 
ties with regard to a s et tlement 
for the Palatine issue. 

“What we are concerned about 
now is to see an Israeli govern- 
ment winch can really believe in a 
just and genuine peace, and 
which accepts the idea of opening 
a dialogue with the Palestinian 
people to pave the way for the 
convening of an international 
conference that would lead to a 
lasting settlement,” Abbas 
pointed out 


certing their efforts to deal with 
all eventualities especially with 
the consequences of continued 
Jewish inflnx ' into Palestine, 
Abbas said. 

“The question of Jewish im- 
migration is im portant for Jordan 
and the PLO in particular since 
the absorption of more Jews 
nutans expansion of Israel’s bor- 
ders, which constitutes a real 
danger to the Arab countries 
adjoining Israel,” Abbas pointed 
out 

He said that tire PLO was 
main taining good ties with Jordan 
and Egypt and was trying to 


Referring to the on-going de- The PLO and Jordan are con- improve relations with Syria. 

Algerian parties want more time to prepare for polls 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria's 
opposition is demanding more 
time to prepare for die first multi- 
party elections in 30 years now set 
for June, with some opposition 
groups threatening to boycott the 
poll. 

Virtually all the major opposi- 
tion parties,. legalised last year, 
have demanded postponement of 
the elections, charg in g that the 
ruling National Liberation Front 
(FLN) has an unfair edge. 

They say the fledgling parties 
are still scrambling for offices, 
telephones and membership fees 
while the FLN, sole legal party 
for 27 years, is sitting pretty on a 
fat state budget in control of most 
state-owned media. 

At least one party, the Socialist 
Forces Front (FFS), has 
threatened to boycott the poll. 


and the tiny Popular Association 
for Unity and Action has called 
all opposition parties to a meeting 
Saturday to draw up a common 
stand. 

But with the deadline for sub- 
mitting candidate lists for the 
focal mid provincial elections only 
two weeks away, most major 
parties are preparing to enter the 
fray despite reservations. 

“We consider the postpone- 
ment necessary to allow all con- 
cerned, especially citizens, to pre- 
pare,” said the Communist 
Socialist Vanguard Party 
(PAGS). 

But PAGS is one of four 
parties that have picked up candi- 
date applications in the western 
dty of Oran, and a PAGS activist 
told Reuters Wednesday, “even 
if there is no postponement we 


will participate.” 

The powerful fundamentalist 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), 
while also urging postponement 
and accusing local FLN officials 
and police of harassing its activ- 
ists, is drawing up lists and urging 
voters to register. 

So is the Rally for Culture and 
Democracy, a party likely to do 
well in Bober-speaking Kabylie 
and Ames mountain regions east 
of the capital. 

“The problem is one of means. 
In many towns we have no office 
at all, and in others we have 
barely enough space for a table 
and a telephone,” said an FFS 
activist who asked not to be 
named. 

“In Poland the ruling party 
gave all its assets to the state. 
That hasn’t happened here,” he 


said, noting the FLN still occu- 
pied the massive downtown 
building that boosed the French 
colonial administration before 
1962. 

The government has offered 
.die parties an average of six 
milli on dinars ($700,000) each to 
help them campaign, and 14 out 
of 21 have ac cepte d. Others, in- 
cluding the FFS, refused the 
offer, saying it paled in compari- 
son to FLN funds. 

President Chadb Benjedid has 
promised the elections will be 
free and fair, but opposition 
activists are sceptical. 

They want more time to study 
key laws that set the powers of 
the town and provincial councils, 
adopted only this week by the 
FLN-iun parliament. 


Carter: 

International 

peace 

conference 

necessary 

WASHINGTON (AP) — For- 
mer President Jimmy Carter, 
just back from a private peace- 
seeking mission to the Middle 
East, said Tuesday there will 
be no end to unrest there 
without an international peace 
conference for the region. 

Carter, who briefed' Presi- 
dent George Bush for 35 mi- 
nutes on Ms trip, said he was 
encouraged about the pros- 
pects for peace. 

“I think that there’s a gener- 
al acceptance now that a com- 
prehensive peace is not only 
necessary but I think inevit- 
able," he said. 

Nonetheless, Carter said “it 
was distressing that tbe Middle 
East is still in turmoil 11 years 
after he helped negotiate tbe 
Camp David accords between 
Israel and Egypt. 

Carter refused to predict | 
when any kind of negotiations 1 
might begin in the Middle | 
East. The United Stales has { 
long opposed such a broad- 
ranging, many-oatioos confer- 
ence, preferring direct negotia- 
tions among the states in- 
volved. 

The Israeli coalition govern- 
ment recently fell, not long 
after Bush stirred controversy 
by criticising the settlement of 
Soviet Jews in East Jerusalem. 

“The United States has been 
pressing Israel to open talks 
with the Palestinians of the 
toritoria occupied by Israel in 
1967, and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak has been 
trying to put together a Palesti- 
nian delegation. Carter noted. 

“I think our government 
ought to use its maximum in- 
fluence — not pre ssure — in 
Israel and the other countries 
as well to go to tbe bargaining 
table to find peace,” be said. 

“There w£Q be no -end to the 
intifada — the term used for 
die P ale stinia n uprising a g»me 
Israel — until there is an inter- 
national peace conference,” 
Carter said in remarks at the 
Centre for Strategic and Inter- 
national Studies, a think tank 
be visited after his trip to the 
White House. 

Carter said he believes die 
intifada was caused by the way 
the Israelis have treated 
Palestinians. 

Carter said be brought np 
human rights repeatedly in 
Israel, complaining about prac- 
tices such as detaining Palesti- 
nians for 12 months without 
allowing access to a lawyer. 

Israelis of all parties have 
said prospects for talks with 
Pakstmains were threatened 
by Bush's statement that the 
United States did not want to 
see additional Jewish settle- 
ments established in the occu- 
pied territories, including East 
Jerusalem. Past U.S. state- 
ments on tbe subjects have not 
specifically mentioned East 
Jerusalem, which Israel has 
annexed. 

“Carter defended Bush’s 
statements. I think what Presi- 
dent Bush has expressed is a 
policy that’s been our govern- 
ment’s... for the last 23 years.” 

The U.S. gove rnm ent has 
for years insisted that the final 
status of East Jerusalem could 
be determined only by negotia- 
tions. 

Carter visited Israel, Egypt, 
Syria and Jordan on his latest 
trip. 


Egypt calls on superpowers 

Palestinian rights 


to ensure 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Egypt has called on tbe United 
States and the Soviet Union to 
ensure that the rights of Palesti- 
nians would not be jeopardised 
by increased immigration to 
fcrael. 

In a Security Council debate on 
the emigration of Soviet Jews to 
Israel, Ambassador Amre Mous- 
sa said Egypt viewed Israeli set- 
tlement practices with increasing 
alarm although it did not dispute 
die right of any state to receive 

immigr ants. 

“The two sup erpowers have an 
instrumental role to play,” he 
said. “(Egypt) calls upon them to 
make sure that the rights of the 
Palestinian people shall not be 
jeopardised by tbe increased im- 
migration to Israel. ” 

China, in its first brief speech 
on the issue, did not mention tbe 
Soviet Union by name but conde- 
mned Israel. Ambassador Li 
Luye called Israel’s actions in- 
transigent and contrary “to the 
prevailing tide in the world 
scene." 

He said Israel had “rejected 
the international Middle East 
c o nference on the one hand and 
refused dialogue and talks with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) on tbe other, thus 
making it imposable to achieve 


any substantive progress.” 

He called cm Israel to give op 
its “erroneous” Middle East poli- 
cy a nd demonstrate good fnth 
and a&ed the Security Council to 
take “unequivocal steps” to stop 
settlements in occupied territor- 
ies. 

Tbe council on March 15 cook 
up the issue of settlements is 
Israeli-occupied territories fol- 
lowing Arab fears that new Soviet 

emigration policies could result in 
as many as 100,000 Jews reaching 
Israel in 1990. Another day of 
speeches and a resolution on the 
subject are expected next month. 

the Soviet Union has assured 
Arab Nations it would not allow 
flights between Moscow and Tel 
Aviv, was talking to the United 
States and other countries to see 
if more Jews could settle else- 
where and would in future permit 
the emigrants to return to the 
Soviet Union if they wished. 

But it has said it would not stop 
the emigration. 

In its speech Tuesday, Egypt, 
the only Arab Nation to have 
diplomatic ties with Israel, said 
the Israeli government should 
“adopt a constructive stand... 
compatible with die extremely 
sens live and delicate stage of the 
peace process.” 

Moussa said every state had tire 


or receive fmuu'grauts, bathuma- 
nitariao laws could not be 
violated in the name of hum a n 
rights. 

M It is incontestable that the ‘ 
settlement of immigrant n tbe 
West Bank and Gaza district is as 
Segal act,” he said. 

Saudi Arabian Deputy Ambas- 
sador Mohammad A1 Kabtasy 
said Israel “was too crowded with 
what is in it” and could not 
support the immigrants without 
moving them to tbe occupied 
territories. 

He said the council dtould take 
measure s to force Israeh a ut h or * 
ities to comply with its interna- 
tional legal obligations and aU 
states should apply ^penalties’* if 
Israel was in violation. 

Ambassador Mohammad. 
Abdul Aziz Sahara of (North) 
Yemen compared Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir to the 
leaders of the Gonbodian Khmer 
Rouge, responsible for tbe death 
of millions in the 1970s. 

“Should we condemn to death 
a child who throws rocks at an 
Israeli occupier,” he said in refer- 
ence to the 27-month uprising in 
tbe occupied territories. “Do 
Palestinians truly deserve die 
death penalty? 


DFLP 
to hold 
‘reform 
congress’ 
this year 

DAMASCUS (R)— The Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) is to bold a 
“reform c on gr e ss " this year to 
elect new leaders and work to 
make the PLO more responsive 
to change, foe front's leader has 
said. 

Nayef Hawatmeh denied in an 
interview with Reuters reports of 
a split within Ms Marxist DFLP 
pitting hims e l f a gainst his deputy 
Yasser Abed Rabbo. 

These reports are ■ nonsense. 
Tbe Central Committee unani- 
mously readied political and 
organisational decisions and 
elected a new pohtburo in a 
democratic way daring its Algiers 
meeting,” he said. 

PLO sources outside the front 
said in Tunis last month that 
Hawatmeh and Abed Rabbo 
were at odds over U.S. and Egyp- 
tian attempts to arrange an 
Israeli-Palestiman dialogue in 
Goo. 

Abed Rabbo has beaded the 
FLO team in talks with tbe Un- 
ited States and has followed poli- 
cies dose to those of tbe Fateh 
Movement of PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat. 

DFLP officials have repeatedly 
denied rumours of differences be- 
tween the front’s leader and Ms 
deputy over the past year. 

Hawatmeh said tbe group’s 
leadership bad differed during 
the second half of 1988. 

Tbe Central Committee unani- 
mously approved the Palestine 
National Council’s decisions, 
especially the establishment of 
tbe state of Palestine and the 
Palestinian peace programme, he 
said. 

Hawatmeh said tbe Palestinian 
up ris in g in the Israeli-occnpied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
international developments had 
created new circumstances which 
required the development of the 
PLO’s internal bodies. 



3 held in London over A-bomb triggers 


LONDON (R) — Three people were arrested Wednesday at 
London’s Heathrow Airport and an undisclosed number of others 
were detained over a suspected {riot to smuggle nuclear weapons’ 
triggers to Iraq, British g overnment sources said. Tbe sources said 
tbe two men and a woman were connected with tbe Iraqi Airlines 
counter at the airport They were arrested, in a joint Anglo-U.S. 
investigation, on suspicion of illegally exporting arms, which the 
sources defined as triggering equipment for nuclear weapons. 

Turkey wants border talks with Greece 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey asked Greece Wednesday for talks to ^ 
end a row about a border river, calling tbe dispute “a storm in a 
teacup.” Turkey has asked Greece to allow the proce ss of 
technical talks to function to solve the and other disputes on the 
Meric River,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Murat Sungar said. 
Athens accused Ankara Monday of trying to alter their border by 
b uilding an embankment between the island and tbe Turkish 
m ainlan d. It lodged an official protest. “This is an attempt to 
create a storm in a teacup. There are mixed border c ommissi ons 
for such disputes,” Sungar said. The ministry summoned Greek 
Ambassador Dinritrios Maoris Wed n esda y . It told' him tire 
problem arose from a fafi in the water level daring a drought and 
requested a technical meeting. . ’ 

Iran executes two men for spying 

NICOSIA (R) — bran executed Wednesday two men accused of 
spying for Iraq, Iran News Agency IRNA said. It named the 
two as Abbas Raisi and Ahmad Jangi RazM, but <fid not reveal 
their nationality. “The two were tried and sentenced to death by 4 
die Islamic Revolutionary Court ... in addition to espionage 
activities they were found gnflty of collaborating with bandits and 
counter-revolutionaries,” said IRNA, which is received in Cyp- 
rus. 

U.S. Navy ship to pay port call to Aqaba 

AMMAN (USIA) — The U.S. Navy Ship USS Simpson will pay a 
port call to Aqaba from March 29 to April 3, 199. SMps of tbe 
U.S. Navy's Middle East Force regularly can at Aqaba as part of 
their prog r amm e visits to friendly states in die region. Past visits 
to Aqaba have been very modi enjoyed by die sMp’s personnel. 

While in Aqaba, officers of tbe ship win pay calls on military and 
civilian officials and participate in social events with local 
residents. The ship’s crew will participate in sporting events with 
Jordanian sokfiers and visit Petra. The USS Simpson is an Oliver 
Hazard Perry Class frigate. 

. Israel allows Palestine agency to reopen 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — I srael allowed tbe East 
Jerusalem Palestine Press Service (PPS), once a key source of 
news about the occupied territories, to reopen Wednesday two 
years after it was closed. “The office will resume its activities as 
soon as possible and wfll start providing news to journalists f 
immediately,” said Ibrahim Saracen, co-owner and director of 
the PPS. In tbe March 1968 army closure order, tbe authorities 
accused the PSS owners of receiving funds from tbe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) to ran the office in violation of 
law. They alleged the PSS was linked to the Syrian-based Marxist 
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Pafestine. 
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Finn pfuumacy 

661912 

637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

A1 Satan pharmacy .. 
YaCOob pharmacy 

Shmrimii ph*»ni*ry 

636730 

644945 

637660 

DUMDt 

Dr. Abdel Hafleh ...... 

Al Shams’ pharmacy 

(98523s| 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Khamis A1 Ja’bari .... 
KfaffifeH |4 vpi y 

(-) 

98S417 


EMERGENCIES 

Gv3 Defence Department 661111 

CM! Defence 

Rescue. - 630341 

CMJ Defence Emergency 199 

Restate Police — 192.621111.637777 

Foe Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Ifighway PoBce 843402 

Traffic ralica 896390 


Pubfie Security Deportment fptpot 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Cbmptainis 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

C n ra p tontt ........... 897467 

Amman MmicqnBty 

Pan plain ts 787111 

Telephone Information 

(dkedoiy asnstaace) 121 

Overseas Crib 010230 

Cental Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repain .....661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

R«SoJ«dM 7741H 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric P ow er 

Company 636381 

RJ Right Information 08-53200 

OneeoAfia Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hnsseia Met&cal Centre ..... 813813/32 
Kha&cti Maternity, J. Asm ... 64(281/6 
AkSch Maternity. J. Aon.... 642441/2 


Jabai Amman Maternity 642362 

Matin. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmesmi 664171/4 

Shmcnni Hospital 669131 

Unnefrity Hospital..... 845845 

Af-Maasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

Tbe Mamie, Abdafi 666127/37 

Al-Ahti. Atxferh 664164/6 

Itafiaa, AJ-Mnha/reca 777101/3 

Al-Barinr. J. Ashrafieta 773111/26 


891611/15 

602240/50 


. 674155 


Army, Marka 

QneenAtia Hospital 

Antal Hospital 

ZARQA: 

2anp Govt. Hospital 

Zanp National Hospital .. 

Um Sun Hospital 

IHBtih 

Princess Parma Hospital .. 

Greek Odbofic Hoopitai 

IboAlNafecs Hospital 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital — (03)314111 



QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


77A mfomtatka a appBed fy Royal 
Jonfmao (RJ) u b rmikn depart- 
men tat die Queen ASa l atuaa naaal 
Airport Tet (08)532004, where * 
sboetd always be verified. 


AmVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


0*15 — Aqaba (Rl) 

MX GriroflU) 

09-JO NewDdhi! 

0*45 Dnbai, Abu Dbabi | 

9fc55 Doha, Bahrain j 

MdO ............ Dhahnn, Kswmt( 

IfcM London! 


1 


lfc3S LarnacafRJ) 

IMS Cairo (RJ) 

17900 Baghdad (RJ) 

1740 — New Yorir, Amst erda m (RJ) 

UM Casablanca, Tonis (RJ) 

1S30 Bwjlnlr pin 

»45 Rome (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Oftdl Sanaa (LH) 



Royal Jordanian (RJ) Hfgfifs 
(Terminal (i) 


•7>M ... 


10645 ... 

IMS 


Kb 15 ... 

— Paris (Rj) 

1240 ... 
12:45 ... 

LamarafcJj 

2348 ... 

- B^bthdOU) 

1M0 ... 

Kawmt, Abn Dbabi (Rl) 

2fc20 ... 

Cairo (RJ) 


MAS Dnbai, Muscat (RJ) 

21:15 Damascus (RJ) 

21:15 Jeddah (RJ) 


•Mb 

Melt 

- Damascus (AF) 

lidO 

totfrisHflA) 

uos 

1394b 

Kuwait (KU) 

‘ BiniS. rcvS 

1540 Bahrain, Unseat (OF) 

1*30 

.... P— Cl Dubai (EK) 

lfcS» 

. — Ankara, Istanbul (TK) 

21* 



MARKET PRICES 


OpperJkmer price is ft per kg. 

Apple 480 / 440 

Baaaaa 450/400 

Banana (Mokammaz) 400 / 350 

Boos - 1400/800 

Cabbage — 80/ 40 

Canw 200/ 150 

Caatifloirer 250 / 200 

'fecombere flogs).... 250 / 200 

Cncomben (suB) 480/420 

Dales 480 / 440 

E g pfalll 280 / 220 

Gari ic 700/600 

Grapefruit 250/ 200 

Lemon 320/250 

Lettoee (p« ot») ,. 100/ SO 

Marrow flazge) .. 250/200 

Marrow (small) 380 / 320 

Onion (dty) 270/220 

Orion (green) 200/ ISO 

Orange 320 / 280 

' Orange (Shanxmti) 400/320 

Pepper (hat) 1100/800 

, Pepporfcwatt) 520/480 

PWato „ 280/200 

**VMi 150/100 

Sage 400 / 3S0 

Spinach 170/120 

Tomatoes 350/300 


Tab 773111-19 
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^Obeidat defends 
^parliamentary process, 
exposure of corruption 


>• 


AMMAN (J.T ) — FormeT 
- ^ Prime Mimrter Ahmed Obeidat 
Tuesday defended the deydop- 
? gr"** of pBfi wwtf ay fife in 

' Jordan and criticised people who 

^ want to dose files cm past corrup- 


.. : k 


_ mm ■% 


p 


tkm. 

“A campaign is being waged to 
raise doubts about some deputies 
ip parliament in order to belittle 
riser achievements and to blem- 
ish die whole picture (of par- 
Bamentary fife)" Obeidat told a 
jatfaering of leading officials and 
community leaders and young 
p eo ple at die Yannouk C3ub in 

Sarth&oaneh. 

Obeidat said he was surprised 

Ey the sbaUowness of some of the 

d ghatas in the House but “this 
cioes not justify the vicious cam- 
paign against Parliament.” 

The funner prime minister said 
he resented people who have 
r«n«i for “burying the past with 
afi ds excesses, crimes and sins,” 
and are reluctant to investigate 
corruption. 

“I know that you agree with me 
dal accusing people without evi- 


dence is cowardly and irresponsi- 
ble,” he said. “But there is a 
great difference between forgive-, 
ness in relations and the suppres- 
sion of people's rights, wasting 
public funds and abusing the 
law.” 

He stressed that Jordan’s ex- 
periment with democracy should 
be protected by all institutions 
and citizens from saboteurs and 
possible failure. 

In his lecture, Obeidat also 
discussed the uniq u e relationship 
between Pales tinians and Jorda- 
nians. “Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians should see the Palestinian 
identity as die anti-thesis of the 
Israeli identity and Jordanian 
national frrfwp as the ■Higirf 
protecting Jordan from expan- 
sionist designs,” be said. 

He lashed out at what he de- 
scribed “as sick elements trying 
to infiltrate into people's ranks 
under banners of Palestinian and 
Jordanian facti onalism.” 

Obeidat, a member of the Up- 
per House of Pariiameut, criti- 
cised people who insis t on bring- 



Ahmad Obddat 


mg op old disputes. 

“Since tins de facto unity be- 
tween Palestinians and Jorda- 
nians is impossible to dismantle, 
every effort should be made to 
protect and deepen tins unity,” 
he said. 

Obeidat, who was prime minis- 
ter from 1984-1985, said that even 
in 1970, “in the most difficult 
drcumstances that Jordan passed 
through, national unity was up- 
permost in the minds erf the peo- 
ple and was never a matter for 
political bargaining.” 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


RJEFS 
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King visits Armed Forces HQ 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein, .the supreme 
commander of the Jordanian Aimed Forces, Wedn e sday visited 
the Armed Forces general command where he was received by 
Chief of Staff Genual Falls Abu Taleb, his assistants, the Royal 
Air Force commander and the Inspector-General. His Majesty met 
with Abu Taleb and discussed with him matters of c o nc ern for the 
Aimed Forces. The King was accompanied in the visit by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan^ and Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zetdk Ben Shifter. 


King cables Nasser’s family 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday sent a 
cable to the famil y of the fate Egyptian President Jamal Abdul 
Nasser «wMing them on the d eath of Nasser's wife Tahiyyah. 


Prince Hamzeh celebrates birthday 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein met at AJ Nadwa 
Palace Wednesday the commander and officers of Prince Hamzeh 
Ben A1 Hussein bataffioa who congratulated IBs Royal Highness 
Prince Hamzeh on the occasion of bis birthday. The baiallion 
c o mman der p rese n ted Prince Hamzeh with a t o ken gift on the 
occasion. 


Teachers demand union 


AMMAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parfiameut Speaker Sulei- 
man Arar Wednesday received a request to establish a Jordanian 
Teachers’ Association. The request was ha n ded to Arar by the 
association's follow-up c ommi ttee which asked the speaker to 
speed up the issue, «nd to present it during the Parliament's next 
session. The committee had previously submitted another copy of 
tf yar request to Minister of Education and Higher Edu ca t ion 
Mohammad Hamdan. 
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Jordan, Italy boost cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Joidaman-Itaiian Friendship Society held 
leeeotiy a reception at Hotel Jordan Inter-Continental. Hie 
reception was attended by Italian Ambassador to Jordan Francesco 
de Cuxtea, the Italian embassy's staff and members of the society. 
The Jordaznan-Italian Friendship Society was established In 1980 to 
activate the cultural, artistic, commercial and touristic relations 
between Jordan and Italy, acco r ding to the society's chairman 
Abdul Rahman AJ Bahri. He said that the society am at 
encouraging holding exhibitions and cultural seminars in the two 


countries. 

W. Germany to help Arab medical societies 


AMMAN (Petra) — The West German Red Cross Society has 
to ooprinue its s u p p ort for the Jordanian Red Crescent 
Society by supplying it with medical equipments. Thi s wa s reached 
m the Arab-international technical committee meetings at the 
Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross societies general secretariat 
which concluded in Tunis last Saturday. The West German Red 
Cross Society has previously provided the Jordanian Red Crescent 
Society with an e m e r ge ncy car to tr an s f e r patients from and to the 
occupied Arab territories and an X-ray device to be used at its 


hospital 

British liner docks at Aqaba 


AQABA (J.T.) — A group of 1,738 tourists aboard a giant British 
ship strived Wednesday in Aqaba. The ca pt a in of the ship, Philip 
Jackson, nd it was the first time his ship visited Jordan. “The visit 
comes as part of a 90-day tour around the world,” Jackson said. 
"Aqaba was chosen as part of our torn because of Jordan's good 
reputation, distinguished touristic situation, and the unique 

I . . * UK \A 


archaeological sites in it," said Jackson. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

_ . . 2. . 


Tb Mowine listings are coopted from monthly J 

E roe tod place with the concerned insolations. 


exhibitions 


r TMJMfe. rf Italic artists Aril AIBj" * “* “ 

“riiaharh at the Housing Baric Complex. 

iw ^ ^ ^ 

is ud. - 8:60 p.m.) 


(IB LB. - 860 p.BKa) 

Art otfbitfoQ entitled 
fee Royal Cater* Cento*. 



Alt erifitftai fey *m-d Nmrrah M fee fteedi Cutard 
Centre. 



EAMtte of paintings by Item TOtewi M Alfa Ait Gate* 

society. 


Rap* Cdtaal Centre — 4.-00 pan- 


Strict flfa» — - — — 

Griturri Centre — £30 P4B. 


FDJM 

Midi ZBtrab” d the Soviet 
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Mutton 


shipment 


arrives 


AMMAN (Petra) — A consign- 
ment of 40 tonnes of imported 
fresh mutton arrived in A mman 
from Bulgaria by plane at dawn 
Wednesday and was immediately 

distrib u ted to the various centres 

in the country, according to 
Kfinister of Supply Nabfl Abul 
Huda. 

The "«««*«• said more ship- 
ments are on their way. 

The meat will be coming from 
Bulgaria because Romanian 
workers refuse to load planes 
with Romanian meat destined for 
Jordan, the minister said. Jorda- 
nian meat importers had agree- 
ments to import 80 tonnes of 
Romanian meat but becau s e of 
the workers’ action, die shipment 
was blocked, be said. 

As erf Saturday, Jordan will be 
receiving regular shipments of 
fresh meat from Turkey and Bul- 
garia to ensure sufficient amounts 
for the market, he said. The 
imported fresh meat, the minister 
said, wifi be sold at near cost 
price. 

According to an agreement 
with local importers each head of 
imported slaughtered sheep will 
weigh between 12 and 18 kilog- 
rammes, die minister added. 


Drive for support 
of intifada highlights 


shared sentiments 


By Lands K. Andori 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A national fund- 
raising campaign to support 
the Palestinian intifada was 
held Wednesday in all cities of 
the Kingdom. 

Young women and men 
were seen in various parts of 
the capital collecting donations 
for Palestinian families in the 
Israeli occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip as part of a 
national drive “to increase the 
interaction between Jorda- 
nians and the Palestinian upris- 

■ » 

mg. 

The fond raising campaign 
was die conclusion of a week- 
long activities and functions 
organised by the Jordanian 
Popular Co mm ittee for the 
Support of the Intifada. 
According to the committee’s 
president, Dr. Mamdouh Aba- 
di, the committee has collected 
JD 3 million in donations since 
die start of the intifada, over 
two years ago. But Dr. Abadi, 
who is the president of die 
Jordanian Medical Associa- 
tion, said the fund-raising was 
not sufficient to fulfil the arms 
of the committee. 

He explained that die money 
goes as a contribution from the 
Jordanian people to families of 
Palestinians injured and killed 
by die Israelis to enhance the 
steadfastness of the Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

The committee gives-JD 200 
for the family of the wounded 
and JD 1000 for the family of 
each martyr. 

“We can give this contribu- 
tion only once. We have 
already paid JD 800,000 for the 
families of 800 martyrs and JD 

1.600.000 for the families of 

8.000 wounded Palestinians,” 
be told the Jordan Times. “But 
we desperately need more; 
take for example Tuesday, 
March 27th, twenty Palesti- 
nians were injured and two 
were killed in the occupied 
territories. That means we 
need to raise JD 6,000 to meet 
the urgent need of helping 
diem and their families, he 
explained. 

Families of martyrs and die 
wounded come to A mman or 
deputise relatives to get the 
money from the committee. 
They seed to bring official 
papers from the various cham- 


bers of commerce in the West 
Rant and Gaza Strip to sub- 
stantiate the applications and 
insure fair and legitimate dis- 
tribution of help. 

Abadi expressed hope that 
the cur re n t fund-raising cam- 
paign would boost the commit- 
tee’s work and increase the 
donations. He pointed out that 
donations in 1990 have in- 
creased but they were still fur- 
below the aspirations of the 
committee. 

Although the fund-raiang 
campaig n is considered the 
most important function of the 
“ national week of die intifada 
programme,” die other activi- 
ties included concerts of 
Palestinian liberation songs, 
exhibitions of Palestinian 
handicrafts, posters and photos 
.of the intifada, panel discus- 
sions, rallies and poetry recit- 
als. 

The halls of the Professional 
Associations Complex — die 
main centre of the week's acti- 
vities in Amman — echoed 
with Palestinian music, mostly 
intifada songs, while photos 
depicting Israeli suppression of 
the uprising and Palestinian 
resistance serve as a reminder . 
of die hardships that the peo- 
ple are facing on a daily basis 
across the river. 

“Although the intifada is 
taking place across the river 
and less than two hours away, 
we need to be con fr onted with 
the facts of the actual suffering 
and losses that the people are 
in cu r rin g,” said an organiser. 

“There was a time a year ago 
when you would not feel that 
there was enough interaction 
between peoples across the riv- 
er; now things are changing,” a 
young Jordanian, who did not 
miss any of the functions at the 
complex, commented. 

According to the organisers, 
the turn out of the 40 activities 
across the country ranged be- 
tween “good to excellent.” 
The highlight of the program- 
mes in all the governorates 
proved to be die musical con- 
ceits as five Palestinian and 
Jordanian musical mid dancing 
troops toured the governorates 
p e r for tirin g folkJoric dances, 
sketches and revolutionary 
songs. The songs revolved 
mainl y around (he struggle of 
the Pale stinian people and the 
songs of the intifada. The 
groups sang lyrics by promin- 


ent Palestinian poets like 
Mahmoud Darwish, Sanrih AI 
Qassem and Taqwfiq Ziad as’ 
well as lyrics recently inspired 
by the intifada. 

The works of Ibrahim Nas- 
sralah, a Joidanian-Palestinian 
poet, were prominent in the 
concerts which wre attended 
by thousands across the coun- 
try. Jordanian folkoric groups 
also took part in these concerts 
in a demonstration of Jorda- 
nian Palestinian unity. The en- 
thusiastic audience joined in 
the singing especially that the 
lyrics of the intifada songs are 
very popular in Jordan. 

Although similar activities 
were organised -in Jordan since 
the beginning of the uprising, 
the large turn out and relaxed 
atmosphere which characte- 
rised the national week of the 
intifada are viewed as a direct 
result of the democratisation 



process. 

According to members of 
the Jordanian Popular Com- 
mittee for the Support of the 
Intifada, which comprised a 
wide range of prominent 
Jordanian and Palestinian per- 
sonalities, the political condi- 
tions whida prevailed prior to 
the democratisation process K- 
nrited the actvities of the com- 
mittee. 

“There used to be official 
reservation about holding ral- 
lies and mass meetings for fear 
of instability and provoking 
political tensions, but now ev- 
erybody can participate and 
fully express their feelings,” 
one member said. 

“I remember that when we 
used to collect donations peo- 
ple would insist that their 
names be kept secret, but now 
people are very enthusiastic to 
take part in everything,” he 
added. 

One of the major reasons 
which is widely cited as a factor 
which intimidated many peo- 
ple in the past is the tension 
and the way the former gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai handled Jordan’s 
disengagement decision with 
the West Bank. “The negative 
tone which accompanied disen- 
gagement created an atmos- 
phere of tension and some- 
times hostility,” a Jordanian 
politician said. “Any display of 
Palestinian identity, such as 
the wearing of the blade and 
white checkered kaffieyeh 


As fee Palestinian raging. in the West Bast sxcS Gsuz. ?JrT‘ 

fa showing no sign of a let-up after 27 ecu atos, so does tie 

fa fee East Bank to increase support Cor Cfc? rcccS 


(headdress) or Palestinian 
posters or songs was seen by 
many official circles then as a 
provocation of friction be- 
tween Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians,” a Palestinian activist 
recalled. 

But such tensions and possi- 
ble misunderstandings seem to 
be fading away as both Jorda- 
nians and Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin take part 
actively in activities to support 
the intifada. 

Two mam factors viewed to " 
have contributed to fee remov- 
al or at least diminishing fears 
are the openness provided by 
the democratisation process 
and fee improvement of rela- 
tions between Jordan and fee 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO). 

Therefore, as seen by many 
organisers fee activities in sup- 
port of the intifada are also 
helping to promote national 
unity on many levels. “The 
activities are not confined to 
areas of Palestinian concentra- 
tion bdt to all areas. ... we want 
to promote die interaction be- 
tween Jordanians and the in- 
tifada,” an organiser said. 

“The least we could offer is 
to make fee Palestinians across 
the river feel that they are not 
alone and that fee intifada is 
not isolated,” a Jordanian 
attending one of the activities 
said. 


The solidarity week :s no: 
only fostering Jordaniun- 
Palestiniar, national unity bis: 
also seems to be aiming zr. 
enhancing Palestinian nation^ 
unity. 

At one come; of the ?roie>> 
siona! Associations Cample::, 
Hamas, the Islamic resistcnci 
movement, displays publica- 
tions, cards and other mate- 
rials as well as it own p jsiecs 
displaying Hamas’s ro’e and 
influence. A small tape recor- 
der is constantly playing 
Hamas sccgs, many of T»fcie*i 
are derived from. Palestinian 
folklore and other revolution- 
ary songs bat with Fsinrec 
lyrics. Some of fef material 
displayed promotes she 
Afghan Mujsheedea and inei: 
struggle. 

Islamist supporters c: 
Hamas took part in all activi- 
ties and observers noted fet-t 
there was an effort cn fee part 
of fee participating treads — 
which indude Fateh. 2 nd the 
leftist Palestinian factions — 
not tc foe! controversy or fric- 
tions. 

“In general the week was a 
big success in terms or the wric-5 
participation of popular asso- 
ciations and groups and of the 
large turn out,” Dr. Absdi 
said. “It was a manifestation zi 
J o rcanian- Palestini an caticrai 

unity.... a wedding :e support 
of the intifada,” he conchdod. 


Jordan, Syria to boost tourism cooperation 


By a Jordan Times Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan and Syria 
have agreed to take further mea- 
sures to boost cooperation in 
tourism including joint touristic 
pnrkaggg and the promotion of 
both countries as a angle market. 
Minister of Tourism and Anti- 
quities Abdul Karim Kabariti 
said Wednesday. 

Kabariti, who arrived Tuesday 
after a three-day official visit to 
Syria, told die Jordan Times that 
be signed a protocol wife his 
Syrian counterpart Adnan QouH 
on practical steps to “exploit the 
great potential for developing bi- 
lateral cooperation.” 

The protocol called for en- 
couraging private and mixed sec-' 
tor companies in Jordan and 
Syria to meet regularly and estab- 
lish touristic programmes for 
citizens in both countries. 

Under the terms of the agree- 
ment, Syrian citizens would be 


able to visit Jordanian health spas 
in Himmeh, Ma’een and the 
Dead Sea during winter. While 
Jordanian citizens visit the Syrian 
coast during summer. 

According to the minutes erf 
the protocol, a copy of which was 
made available to the Jordan 
Tunes, the two sides agreed to 
organise visits by students of 
schools, colleges and universities 
in the two countries to visit his- 
torical dries during the low- 
season. 


On the technical tide, Amman 
and Damascus also agreed to set 
up a joint te chni cal committee to 
design and produce touristic pam- 
phlets on cites in both countries. 
They also agreed to set up a joint 
co mmi t te e of Jordan and Syrian 
television specialists to produce a 
promotion film for the two coun- 
tries. 


mg regulations and legislation on 
tourism in v e stment. 

Kabariti said his talks in 
Damascus underlined the need 
for greater cooperation and coor- 
dination towards boosting the 
tourism sector in the two coun- 




The Damascus accord of the 
joint Jordnaian-Syrian subcom- 
mittees on tourism called for en- 
couraging community societies to 
organise group visits to winter 
and summer resorts in the two 
countries. 

The two sides also urged travel 
and tourism companies and agen- 
cies to coordinate and cooperate 
to setting up a joint touristic 
package selling both countries in 
export markets. 


The two sides also agreed to set 
up a joint committee comprising 
specialists in antiquities and 
mwwinw in both countries to 
publish a book to promo te anti- 
quities in the two states. In addi- 
tion to exchanging promotional 
and recreational products and 
holding joint tourism festivities in 
Arab and foreign countries. 

The accord afro covered coor- 
dination in administrative pro- 
ccudres and training as well as 
cooperation in developing tradi- 
tional handicrafts and industries. 
A separate article in the agree- 
ment was dedicated to exchang- 


tnes. 

He noted that Syria acknow- 
ledged the growth in the volume 
of tourists between Jordan and 
Syria and attributed this growth 
■to the easing of travel restrictions 
and border procedures between 
fee two states. Part of the growth 
was also attributed to the revival 
of regular train rides carrying 
passengers between Damascus 
and Amman in addition to the 
increase in frequency of bus trips 
by Jordanian and Syrian com- 
panies. 

He panted out the growing 
interest among Syrian officials for 
widening coop era tion with Egypt 
in the field of tourism in the wake 
of fee restoration of ties between 
the two countries. 
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Refugee camp families 
threatened with eviction 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Nearly 70 
residents of the Wahdat refugee 
camp in Amman are threatened 
with displacement following a 
court order. Hie decision was. 
taken because homes had been 
built on lands claimed by other 
owners, according to fee court. 

The 7G persons are members of 
four families living in the camp 

who had buQt their modest homes . 

after acquiring proper licence for 

construction from the concerned 
authorities. 

“All the refugee camps in Jor- 
dan were set up on plots of land 
for which fee government pays 
annual rent to the land owners 
according to an agreement 
reached between the two sides 
and fee United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) in 
fee 19508,” said Dr. Ahmad 


Qatanani, director of the Foreign 
Ministry's Department of Pales- 
tine Affairs. 

Gommenting on the situation, 
Qa tanani said it seems that fee 
four families threatened wife 
eviction built their homes on 
land located on the fringes of the 
refugee camp at Wahdat not co- 
vered by fee agreement wife the 
governmeni- 

One of the fanriBes threatened' 
said they had proper authorisa- 
tion from fee municipal author- 
ities to baOd their home. “Au- 
thorisation was given after the 
financ e minis ter had ruled that 
fee land on which die houses 
were to be set up were to be 
appropriated,” said Qatanani- 
He said feat the foreign minister 
had approved of fee construction 
work after considering the plot as 


part of the land on which the 
refugee camp had been set up and 
for winch die government was 
paying annual rent 

“But now as it turned out that 
tire land is owned by a third party 
and since the land owners do not 
want the refugees to set up homes 
on their land, tbep fee squatters 
have to leave in accordance with 
the court order,” said Qatanani. 

The refugees who are affected 
by the court order insist they did 
nothing illegal and say they have 
nowhere to go and no possibility 
to purchase land and build 
houses. 


So far fee squatters have not 
been evicted pending a court 
.ruling on their problem while the 
Iflhd owners demand that the 
oomt order be carried out. 


Lithuania 


(Continued from page 1) 
in parliament cm Tuesday) for 
restraint on both sides,” a 
Thatcher aide said. 

The o fficials de clined to com- 
ment on Gorbachev’s response, 
but said there was “no dissatisfac- 
tion” on Thatcher's 1 part. 

In Rome, Lithnama’s senior 
overseas envoy said Wednesday 
the situation in the republic had 
become calmer and President 
Vytautas Landsbergis was opti- 
mistic of a solution to the conflict 
wife the Soviet Union. 

Stastys Lozoraitis, envoy to 
Washington and the Vatican for 
the setf-prodaimed independent 
republic said he had spoken to 
Landsbergis by telephone 
Wednesday. 

“He was rather calm and re- 
laxed,” he said in a telephone 
interview. 

He said Landsbergis had told 
him to ask the International Red 
Cross to said a representative to 
Tjthnania U> fescover fee fate Of 
38 army deserters rounded up by 
Soviet troops early Tuesday. 


New communlc&£G@?ss 

system 




AMMAN (J.T.) — As part of its continuing efforts to keep up 
wife fee ever changing demands of the business world, and to 
upkeep the high standards of quality service mat its customers are 
used to, the Amman Marriott Hotel has recently completed the 
process of installing a new communications system throughout the 
hotel. 

This new installment includes a state of the an Northern Telecatn 
telephone system offering fee Marriott business guest network 
book' up capabilities through 1 computer modems. 

The Marriott food and beverage system is now directly linked 
wife the from office management system through special point of 
sale micros, a move feat has increased the speed as well as the 
efficiency of service by computerising the entire hotel. 

Part of the new system is a direct Reuter News Agency iine tc 
keep fee Marriott traveller abreast of world news. 

■ Almost completed for convenient and speedy check in and 
check out is a new video system which will enable the guest to 
complete the forms in a matter of minutes. 
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Breathing new life 
to Arab 
organisations 

AS REGRETFUL as the decision of Kuwait to poll out of the 
aging Conned of Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) is, this 
venfict cook! serve as the very catalyst that may shake np 
not on|y the council bnt the entire Arab League system from 
their existing lethargy. In effect, what Kuwait is saying to 
the CAEU council and, by implication, to the rest of the 
Arab League family is to shape np or accept to wither away 
into oblivion. 

That the entire Arab League system, indodmg the 
CAEU, is archaic and urg en tly needs a thorough overhaul 
from top to bottom before it can ever hope to become 
relevant and effective is a foregone condnshm strongly held 
my many Arabs. In this rein, what is urgent ly catted for is a 
complete rartmdm - l ng aad reorga nising of the Arab League 
organisation and its auxiliary or specialised institutions on 
sound and cost-effective bask. To cite one li v ing example: 
What possible rational reason coeld be there to justify Arab 
League representation in regional and fartenwHonal capitals 
when there are 20 odd Arab embassies in such capitals, fhBy 
and cotnpieiety representing their respective governments, 
except to add to Arab bureaucracy and wasteful spending. 
This Is a classic example of dupfication of efforts aad 
redundancy in deeds bordering on featherbedding. 

The CAEU can best serve the Arab Nation by tran^orm- 
ing its struc t u re and mandate to one that may carry oat the 
function of an Arab “dealing house” in economi c affairs. 
As there are now three Arab regional cotmcds working and 
functioning efficiently and productively, the CAEU can 
serve the needs of these living and operational regional 
structures as a clearing house with a view to achieving 
greater harmony among thou in economic matters. The 
same would apply to the Arab League organisation itself and 
aB the rest of the Arab League insti tution s. There is no way 
the Arab League system can continue to operate in i sol ati on 
from the emerging rea&fcs in the Arab World. And the best 
way to go about realising this objective is to estabfish a Joint 
Arab committee representing the three Arab regional 
organisations and to give it the specffic mawdatp of 
examining ways a«d means necessary to realise this objec- 
tive of serving these regional Arab bodies. BopcfaHy, after 
these reviews are conducted and fl ashe d with, a new Arab 
League structure would emerge winch is cost-effective, 
relevant and vibrant. The Arab Nation can 3-afford 
obsolete systems or i nstitutio n s as the time is now to breathe 
new life into existing Arab organisations. 

JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A3 8&'i daily on Wednesday commented on die conclusion of the 
Lower House of Parliament's session by saying that Parliament, in 
cooperation with the government has succeeded in promoting the 
concept of democracy, and this wa a great achievement for 
Jordan. The paper said that each and every session held by the 
House took die country one step closer towards democratic rale, 
and enhanced die democratic concept of the country's instils- ; 
dons. The people of Jordan, it noted, cannot bdp expres sin g their 
admiration and appreciation of Parliament and its achievements. 
The paper sak) tint despite the attack launched by some of the 
deputies on tbe media ami the threats of imposing penalties on the 
press for publishing the deliberations of die secret session. 
Parliament is still an important organ which can help the country 
march ahead with democracy. It stud that there are many lessons 
to be learnt from all the debates and discussions ranging from the 
these that preceded the vote of confidence to the question of 
corruption and the implication of die media in this matter. a 

A1 Dnstoor daily on Wednesday discussed die situation in Israel 
where the two major parties are trying to form a coalition, each 
according to its own fashion. Shimon Peres, tbe paper said, has a 
very dim chance of ever forming a government following the 
rehgkms parties announcement that they do not support bis party. 
The paper said that a deadlock in tbe process of forming a 
government can lead to a deadlock in diplomatic effort for 
reaching peace in the Middle East, and would lead to a weak 
American stand with regard to this question. Indeed, the Israeli 
leaders are food of complicating matters on tbe internal front 
because such situation can only help them avoid any (fired 
pressure from any source to reach a lasting settlement with the 
Arabs, tbe paper noted. It said dial the Israelis are hostile to 
peace and they do not want to withdraw from land in exchange for 
peace as demand by the Arabs; and so the current deadlock can 
best serve their interests. In fact, this present deadlock offers the 
Israeli leaders a chance to go ahead with plans to settle Jewish 
immi grants and to expand Israel’s dominance over Arab lands, 

■ the paper added. What is more dangerous, it said, is that the Arab 
World is showing an impassive reaction to these developments 
and seems to be indifferent to the Israeli moves and strategies. The 
paper urged the Arabs to wake up from their oblivion and take 
proper steps to deals with the dangerous challenge. 

Sawt A1 Shrab daily wrote on die Jewish immigrants' issue 
- criticising the Arab countries fading to deal with die issue in an 
ap propriate manner. The paper said that no Arab consensus has 
been readied yet to (teal with the ongoing immigration of Jews 
into Palestine and the Arab World has not yet realised that Peres 
and Shamir are two feces of the same coin and that Peres cannot 
bring peace to the Arabs. Israel is trying to deceive the Arabs with 
Peres, an former U.S. President Jimmy Carter bad tried to 
deceive the Arabs that Begin was the man of peace in the Middle 
the paper noted. It said that even if the Israeli government 
was beaded by an Arab deputy in Israel's parliament, the result 
will be the same as other governments in Israel. 


am become the West’s new enemy? 


By Robert 0 !h» 

IF PATTERNS of current 
politics aad diplomacy con- 
tinue, it seems iikdy that in the 
1990s we will witness a height- 
ening of anti-fcfamfc policies 
oo toe part of toe U.S., the 
USSR, Europe' and Israel. On 
the part of Israel and the Un- 
ited States, tins will be largely 
a continuation of policies in 
place since 1970. The dimi- 
nished threat from the USSR 
in the Middle East has not, as 
yet, much influenced Amer- 
ican or Israeli policies towards 
the Arab states. This suggests 
that it was not the threat of 
Soviet expansionism and/or 
Communism that were the 
policy priorities of the United 
States and Israel over toe last 
two decades, but rather secur- 
ing the supply of oil, support- 


ing the status quo in the Arab 
• countries and preserving tbe 
security of Israel and allowing 
its expansion. 

These three policies were 
presented under the rhetoric of 
stopping Soviet expansionism 
end eliminating the growth of 
Commcnism in tbe Middle 
East When die effectiveness 
of anti-Cocnnanism as a poli- 
tical and diplomatic weapon 
began to diminish in the 1980s, 
the policy of combatting inter- 
national terrorism was given an 
ancillary rale to shore it up. 
These policies are still in place, 
despite toe diminished power 
of the USSR and the dimi- 
nishing threat of PninmuniBn 
spreading. Thus, in order to 
justify U.S. and Israeli polities, 
it seems probable that in tbe 
199Gs anti-Islamic rhetoric will 
be added to that of combatting 


international terrorism. The 
big difference from the 1980s is 
toil in toe 1990s toe USSR is 
likely to support this policy is 
as effort to elicit Western sup- 
port for its harsh measures 
against the Muslims in the 
USSR. 

We have already seen evi- 
dence of this, Gorbachev’s 
speeches and policies towards 
the Muslim republics and to- 
wards Islam in general have 
been harsh. Military forts has 
been used four times in the 
Muslim republics: Uzbekistan 
in 1986 and 1989; Azerbaijan 
in 1989-1990; and Tajikistan in 
1990. Mflitary force has been 
used only twice against non- 
Mustin: peoples and not at all 
against tbe Baltic peoples de- 
spite the feet that their inde- 
pendence movements are 
much further advanced than 


any of the nationalist move- 
ments in tbe Muslim republics. 

There are undoubtedly 
many political and diplomatic 
reasons for the evolution of 
these events aad policies, but 
the d i ff eren ce in Soviet poBcy 
towards the Baltic wd Central 
Aslan republics is striking. 
These policies smack of the 
bias and the racist attitude that 
have engendered Russian and 
Soviet policies towards toe 
Muslim peoples both before 
and after these peoples were 
incorporated into tile Russian 
and Soviet empires. The rise of 
Russian natio nalism , the re- 
juvenation of the Russian 
Orthodox Church (both of 
which were/are anti -Islamic) 
and the need to retain the 
Muslim republics within the 
USSR will make it all the more 
necessary for the USSR to use 


force to crash the nationalist 
movements and leadership in 
these republics. The USSR w21 
akn undoubtedly raise the 
“threat” of the nationalist 
movements in the Muslim (*■ 
publics as a bargaining rod to 
contain the independence move- 
ments in tbe Baltic countries 
and to restrain autonomy 
movements in tbe Ukraine, 
Byelorussia and elsewhere. 
Tbe crushing of these national- 
ist forces under the guise of 
suppressing “violence”, root- 
ing out “fundamentalism”, and 
cfiminaling “ fanatic i sm ”, wifi 
probably be implemented with 
the ac qui e sc ence of the Euro- 
peans and the Americans. 

The anti-Islamic feelings of 
Europeans, with 5-6 millioa 
Muslims now among them, tbe 
traditional anti-Islamic feelings 
of die West in general and toe 


pro-Israel fectiag * of Amer- 
icans wtfl mute their protest tf 
toe USSR feds bound to take 
harsh measures against its 
MusKm population. 

The increased natioaafism of 
toe Musfim peoples within the 
USSR as well as among Mus- 
lims e ls e wh ere in the world 
and the possibility that these 
people may gain access to even 

advanced weaponry opens toe 

question of the feasibility, let 
bVmm* the morality, of anti- 
Islamic pohdes by toe USSR, 
the U.S., Europe and Israel. If 
they are jpotxned. Woodshed 
will result. 

Dr. Robert CHson is a pro* s- 

sor of Middle East and Srianac 
history at tbe University of 
Kentucky . His article is re- 
printed from tbe Loudon- 
based Middle East Latematkm- 
al. 
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Romania after the revolution: 
Wounds are raw, freedom brings joy 

By Edith M. Lederer toe Communist Party central kilometres away, tanks s 
The Associated Press committee headquarters, where guard. 
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Phnom P 
after ball 




PHNOM PENH, Cambodia — 
The Vietnam-backed govern- 
ment, having passed a crucial 
battlefield test, appears more en- 
trenched domestically and may 
make fewer compromises in 
negotiations to end the country’s 
11-year-old civil war. 

The avowed September pufiom 
of Vietnam's forces left the un- 
tested and jittery Phnom Penh 
government feeing a three-party 
guerrilla coalition that indudes 
tbe powerful Khmer Rouge. 

“Few nations now rec- 
ognise Phnom Penh, 
hot lower-level contacts 
have intensified. In re- 
cent months, Cambo- 
dia has hosted British 
and Australian officials 
as well as former U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Edmund M aside, who 
called for changes in 
Washington’s Indochi- 
na policy.” 

Initially, the Chinese-armed 
guerrillas made headway in 
northwest Cambodia. But as the 
monsoon season approaches, sig- 
naling a slowdown in fighting, the 
tide appears to have turned. 

Tbe Khmer Rouge has failed to 
take the northwest’s major city, 
Battamhang. The U.S.-backed 
Khmer Peoples National Libera- 
tion Front is suffering sharp set- 
backs, and troops loyal to overall 
coalition chief Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk have yet to make signi- 
ficant gains. 

Although Vietnam's reinvolve- 
ment is denied by Phnom Penh, 
toe change of fortune appears at 
least in part to have been due to 
die return of some Vietnamese 
troops. This has not, however, 
detracted from the confidence 
evident among Cambodian gov- 
ernment officials. 

”1 think they’re feeling pretty 
good about themselves. They've 
surprised themselves,” said one 
Western aid official who re- 
quested anonymity, “They're 
concerned about the future, but 
they think they have comprom- 
ised as mud) as they will, can and 
need to.” 

Knowledgeable diplomats cau- 
tion about predictions for the 
volatile, tragic country. But they 
see one possible scenario with 
Phnom Penh trying, while coping 
with die civil war, to slowly im- 
prove economic conditions and 
deepen political control. Even- 
tually, it would gain international 
recognition and aid. 

Few nations now recognise 
Phnom Penh, but lower-level 
contacts have intensified. In re- 


By Denis D. Gray 
The Associated Press 

cent months, Cambodia has 
hosted British, and Australian 
officials as well as former U.S. 
Secretary of State Edmund Mus- 
kie, who called for changes in 
Washington’s Indochina polity. 

Officials in tbe capital deny 
military successes will harden 
their stance at the conference 
tabie, saying the draining half 
war, bs!f peace that exists is 
unacceptable. 

“Look around you at this run- 
down comjiry,” said Pong Peng 
Cheng, a senior adviser to Prime 
Minister Hun Sen. “How can you 
have development when war re- 
mains the top priority, ween 40 to 
50 per cent of the badger goes to 
the nriEiary?” 

To date, round after round of 
negotiations — in Paris, Jakarta 
and Bangkok — have failed de- 
spite a stack of pease plans and 
active participation by the world’s 
major powers. 

A major obstacle to peace is 
the future role of the Khmer 
Rouge, widely detested for its 
1975-78 reign of tenor when hun- 
dreds of thousands of people 
were killed. But non -Cambodian 
diplomats involved in the nego- 
tiations also say leaders of tbe 
waning parties, including Hun 
Sen and Sihanouk, are wary of 
making concessions that could 
dissipate the power they now 
wield. 

Each leadership group, the di- 
plomats say, is gauging whether it 
could win a bee election or a 
tussle for power in Phnom Penh 
should some kind of political 
solution be reached. 

The Hun Sen government 
would have major handicaps at 
the polls. It is Communist in a 
country which has suffered the 
most radical of Comm must re- 
volutions. It is tainted by growing 
corruption, which is admitted by 
officials and criticised with in- 
creasing vehemence by ordinary 
Cambodians. 

• 

On toe positive side, the gov- 
ernment follows liberal economic 
policies and last year allowed 
peasants to own plots of ’land. 
Recent rice harvest have been 
good, with Western aid sources 
estimating the country wifi face a 
30,C00-ton food deficit in 1990 — 
far less than in the earlier years. 

Un Buntha. a vice director in 
the planning ministry, said that 
despite the continuing conflict, 
Cambodia's gross national pro- 
duct increased by an estimated 
nine per cent last year and further 
growth was anticipated. 

But he admitted that the out- 
side investment needed to revive 
Cambodia's shattered infrastruc- 
ture was not forthcoming. ‘The 
foreigners are hesitating because 
they are afraid of the war and we ' 


do not yet have regulations and 
guarantees for investors,” he said 
in an interview. 

“A major Phnom Penh asset 
may be its enemy. If it wasn't for 
the Khmer Rouge, this govern- 
ment would have a very hard time 
mobilising the people. But with 
them out there, they dont need 
much more,” said an internation- 
al aid agency official. 

The war, however, exacts a 
hefty price which may move tbe 
government towards political 
compromise. Observers say tbe 
mass conscription of young men, 
the villages of widows and hospit- 
als fell of children manned by 
mines may stoke hatred for the 
Khmer Rouge and its allies but it 
also creates bitterness against the 
Phnom Penh ride. 


BUCHAREST, Romania — 
Nearly four months after the 
Romanian revolution, candles 
burn at memorials across 
Bucharest to the hundreds who 
died. But there is a new buzz in 
the city from people openly talk- 
ing politics for the first time in 
nearly 45 years. 

Tbe downfall of dictator Nico- 
lae Ceansescu has changed tbe 
lives of Romanians in large and 
snail ways: now there is some 
heat at night, more food, pres- 
ports to travel, the right to de- 
monstrate. 

Crowds line up, sometimes for 
boufs, to buy newspapers which 
they now say contain real news for 
tiie first time since World War II. 

Cinema Marquees tout French 
and American movies. Hundreds 
of people crowd around a never- 
be fore-seen video being shown 
on a screen in an window on 
Nicolae Bakescu Boulevard. 

Romanians joke about talking 
openly to foreigners, a crime 
under Ceansescu. Thousands 
have demonstrated for the first 
time and at every protest, knots 
of people stand for bows discus- 
sing politics.- As one diplomat 
quipped, “Romanians are mak- 
ing up for 45 years of saying 
nothing.*' 

Several thousand people 
waited in line for up to nine bonis 
to register to buy an apartment at 
the enterprise for buikfing and 
selling apartments, an opportun- 
ity unheard of under Ceansescu. 

“1 never thought I could own 
property,'’ said Magda Andro- 
rrrie, a 30-year-old electronics 
engineer v bo was hoping to buy 
a two-room apartment for 
149,000 lei ($8,000). 

But for many like Dr. Dan* 
Catena, a 36-year-old pediatri- 
cian, the joy at being free is 
tinged with sadness over the 
heavy price. As be spoke, his 
eyes darted from the balcony of 


the Communist Party central 
committee headquarters, where 
Ceasusescu fled Bucharest, to the 
candles and flowers qq the pave- 
ment below burning for those 
who died in toe revolution. 

, ■ “Ceansescu. on this balcony said 
thousands and thousands of times 
that Communism makes people 
happy," be said, shaking his 
head. Then be paused, watching 
-an elderly lady light a candle. 

"This is our happiness — a very 
tragic happiness,” he said slowly, 
as the candies flame danced 
alongside half a dozen others at 
tbe spot where several revolu- 
tionaries felL 

“People are free but not com- 
pletely. We are, I think, at the 
middle of tbe way to democra- 
cy... but I'm not worried because 
I'm very convinced Communism 
cannot oome back," he said. 

Catena clutched the hand of his 
9-year-old daughter and pointed 
up to the sign cm top of tbe 
building. It once said long five 
Socialist Romania bnt toe word 
Socialist had been ripped out. 

The pediatrician said be was 
taking his daughter to all the 
rights of tbe revolution so she 
could understand the immense 
changes going on in Romania. 

My daughter lerarned that 
Nicolae and Elena Ceansescu 
were the mother and father of the 
country. Now these people have 
' gone from being toe parents of 
tbe nation to the killers of the 
nation," he said. “Our history 
must be changed since the war." 

At the. square, Catena showed 
bis daughter tbe shell-pocked and 
bnrned-ont bufldmgs, some now 
surrounded by scaffolding: tbe art 
museum, the ' national library, 
and a blackened bmkfing once 
used by Ceansescus’ hated 
Securitate secret police who 
fought against the army and the 
people even after tbe dictator's 
execution. 

At the television station, the 
most hotly contested building 
during tbe revolution, about 1.6 


kilometres away, tanks still stand 
guard. 

Tbe s urrou nding area is stud- 
ded with buraed-oat apar t ment 
bmkfings, where Securitate snip- 
ers holed np. Only a few showed 
signs of reboildiitg. 

Boris Anrel Cosma, a 41-year- 
old engineer, said the biggest 
change the revohitioa was 
psychological, “the lifting of the 
darkness that Communism 
brought to everyday life.” 

“We're not thinking im- 
mediately of having mountains of 
products and food,” he said. 
“We’re just thinking: We’re 
free.” 

Kiosks now sell chocolate bars, 
which disappeared from shops in 
tbe last years of CeausesaTs rule. 
' but meat and nalk are stiH lux- 
uries. 

Electricity prices have gone 
down and there is even hot water 
for an hour or two a day. But 
shops and homes are still cold and 
badly lit, and shoppers must 
trudge up and down department 
store escalators that have been 
turned off. 

At Hanoi Mamie, originally a 
caravanserai and now one of 
Bucharest's most famous estab- 
lishments, there was bo menu in 
the resonant — because just one 
dish was available. Most diners 
ate with their hats and coats on, 
to keep warm. 

More than a half hour after an 
order was placed for the mam 
course of fried cheese balls, fried 
pork and fatty sausage, the waiter 
came to apologise. It will be 
another 10 minutes, but we have 
a gas shortage and it takes longer 
to cook, he said. 

Hie revolution has also 
spawned some less-than-desirable 
breeds of Western street life: 
money changers, beggars, and 
prostitutes. One of their favourite 
haunts is tbe Intercontinental 
Hotel, where the words Down 
With Communism are scrawled 
on a wan in large red letters. 
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Writers Association president, Abdul Rahim Omar, outlines 
the g oals of the literary movement in Jordan 

needs anew outlook on the 
importance of ‘culture and the cultured 9 
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Abdul Rahim Omar saML 

By Neman Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

LITERATURE is not only inter- 
woven words that form a 
beautiful picture, it is a whole 
movement that depicts a cul- 
ture and its people. For 
Jordanian writers and poets, 
the message has gone out 
and touched most Arab 
countries, but it has not yet 
gamed the respect and rec- 
ognition it deserves locally. 

In a recent survey con- 
ducted by Jordan Television 
with university students, re- 
sults indicated that most uni- 
versity students could not 
name one Jordanian poet To 
the president of the Jorda- 
nian Writers Association 
(JWA), Abdul RaNm Omar. 
these, results indicate that 
W U9 A ange(Qu*^ 
foopnoiesM our educational . 
and JatommSon systems /■ 

In an interview with JStdan 
Tones WEEKENDER, Omar,, 
who is also a renowned. 
Jordanian poet and daily cof- 
urrvvst at Al Ra'i newspaper, 
discussed the hurdles facing 
fte .development of the 
Jordanian literary mcvemenf 


as well as the needed mea- 
sures, in his opinion, to build 
bridges between the writer or 
poet and the people. 

While Omar believes that 
the Jordanian Titerary move- 
ment is active and “very 
much around“ in the Arab 
and international arenas he 
concedes that “the image of 
our movement is a lot brighter 
outside 

The question that im- 
mediately comes to mind is 
why? While Jordanians claim 
one of the highest percen- 
tages of literacy in the Arab 
World, the ability to read and 
write does not seem to de- 
velop into the deeper uses of 
these abilities, costructive 
reading and cultural aware- 
ness. 

"Education is not receiving 
thepriority it receives in other 
Arab countries, ” Omar main- 
tains, pointing a finger at the 
Ministries of Culture and In- 
formation as the main culprits 
in what he describes as their 
“lack of proper concern" for 
developing cultural educa- 
tion. 

“Ninety per cent of those 
working at the Ministry of Cul- 



ture do not come from the 
literary circles," Omar cited 
as an example of non-profes- 
sionalism in dealing with the 
concept of literary develop- 
ment in the Kingdom. 

He points out that special - . 
isedJiterary writing is non- 
existent in Jordan because 
this type of joumafism “is 
usually supported by the offi- 
cial body concerned. This is 
not done here." 

These facts, to Omar, are 
obviously in contradiction 
with the high level of unem- 
ployment among “the liter- 


ate" in Jordan. 

For while the "profession- 
als are going to waste , " the 
not-so-professionals are run- 
ning the show. “ They do not 
want to even make use of the 
talents and abilities that are 
going to waste. This is diffi- 
cult to understand, especially 
that these establishments 
(cultural and media chan- 
nels) are criticised because 
they lack professionals. " 

The Ministry of Information 
and its various “ official " 
channels did not escape the 
criticism of Omar who also 


believes that the media is not 
even remotely connected to 
literary development. 

“The literary sections in the 
different media are very weak 
and unable to take a much 
needed initiative to develop 
■titerary education," Omar 
maintains, to him, the whole 
literary education process is 
just like any other developing 
business which requires un- 
divided attention, patience 
and dedication “as it pro- 
duces even more important 
results to the whole nation." 

"if agricultural work aims at 
producing excellent crops 
and industrial work aims at 
creating new industries, then 
the aim of literary work is to 
create good humans.” 

“No-one can doubt the 
priority that should be given 
to this aim over others," he 
stresses. 

Although critical, Omar is 
full of optimism over the fu- 
ture of the literary movement 
in Jordan and within the 
realm of his dissatisfaction 
lies several rays of hope for 
development, ail sparked by 
democracy. 

“It was obvious that the 
circle most affected by the 
absence of democracy was 
the literary circle . We were 
target for the most uncivilised 
measures. Perhaps the dos- 
ing down of the Jordan Wri- 
ters Assodation (JWA) is the 
best example of these mea- 
sures, " said Omar, who was 
member of the Executive 
Committee of the JWA when it 
■was forced dosed by a de- 
fence law decision in July 
1987. 

He did riot want to get into 
the details of what he de- 
scribed as “oppressive mea- 
sures against the literary fi- 


gures, " satisfying himself by 
saying: "I do not want to 
mention the tens of writers 
and poets who had their 
passports confiscated and 
were escpeHed from their jobs 
becoming excellent candi- 
dates for poverty." 

Omar believes that the 
onset of democratisation in 
the Kingdom adds hope to 
the development of Jorda- 
nian literature but he express- 
es hope that dealing with the 
cultural and literary move- 
ments will take a turn to the 
better. 

What he believes is 
needed now is a completely, 
new outlook on the import- 
ance of " culture and the cul- 
tured, * built on the conviction 
that cultural work is important 
for the citizen “just as impor- 
tant to him or her as health . " 

To Omar, the literary and 
cultural movement will create 
a human with national com- 
mitment to the morals and 
traditions of the society “able 
to function in a developing 
society. Not hindered by 
backwardness. " 

For him. the movement will 
highlight the political mes- 
sage of the nation through 
providing the citizen with the 
necessary education variety 
needed to “enlighten the 
world around him and enable 
him to communicate with that 
world." 

The word “democracy’' has 
yet to expand in &te mlrids of 
the people as well as the 
officials to include the cultural 
and social right to know and 
to apply that knowledge, 
Omar maintains. “But the 
mission is difficult, the road is 
fong, and the goal is sacred, " 
he says. 
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Nasheed Al Hajar 

A quest for freedom 


FILM REVIEW 

Ihm.Jonbmtma Popular Committee tor thm Support 
of the intifada is sc raaahag “Nasheed AM Malar « 
(the Ballad of the Stone), written and directed by 
PMustinian-born MfdM KbMH, at thm PhOadmlpMa 
n April 1 to raise funds for thm Pal e stinian 

(Modem win also be pre sent at tire prm- 

t that night). Produced in 19B9, thm fOmgtires 
1 1 depi ct i on of the rmmBty of Ufa under 
xupation In both Jerusalem and C ara, 
ti dk at s cost a minimum of JO 25, but 



IT COULD be said that 
“Nasheed al Hajar " is the first 
comprehensive drama- 
doaiinentary film about the 
27-month-old Palestinian up- 
jjskigMhich erupted in Gaza 
h December 1987 and 
spread throughout the occu- 
■ tied territories. 

. Michel Khfeifi appears to 
Itouri a passion for Palestine 
\tnd 4 he cause of the Paiesti- 
. flfens; aH his films are about 
..the usurpation of the Arab 
. brief by Israel. The intifada 
? ^perhaps given Khleifi his 
^biQQestmspjratnn to create a 

- %i- lhaf somewhat romanti- 

- Ases- and beautifies the up- 
■fiwg jn the West Bank and 

Strip; but at the same 
zjmejiiko makes the reality 
* ferae# brutality hit the 
s MBenoe hard in the face. 

5 ~Na$feed is KhletfTs fifth 
~ tonarfo hopes are high that 

- te w$ gain a prize at the 
l - Cannes Film Festival this 

year. tfs fyst fim. Images of 
ttomorias, gained him 
brining him the Best 
^kstfbn Award at the Carth- 
m Tunisia, 
afso mnowned for his 
■ The Wedding in 
more • 

■ •- 



Sana Atiyeh 


popular in the West than in 
tiie Arab World because of its 
controversial love scenes. 

At a sneak preview of 
Nasheed at the Abdul Hamid 
Shoman Foundation last 
week, the audience of six left 
the screening hall with a feel- 
ing of longing and desire to 
return to that land that was 
usurped from its original Arab 
owners so long ago. 

The woman in Nasheed re- 
turns to Palestine after having 
left it 15 years before to 
“understand what is happen- 
ing here" and to know the 
meaning of "sacrifice." 

“ What is sacrifice? Here 
there is no sacrifice; there is 
occupation says the 
man. 

One gets the impression 
that the woman character 
may actually be- Khleifi, who 
returns to the occupied terri- 
tories to make his film — 
although this was not his first 
time back in the homeland, 
since he left it. 

The two characters in the 
film, whose names never 
emerge, have their own pri- 
vate stories about their lives 
in Palestine. A good part of 
the two-hour movie is a 


dramatised dialogue be- 
tween the couple who meets 
after so many years; the rest 
is a documentary candidly 
showing the dignified suffer- 
ing of Palestinians under 
occupation running parallel 
to the dialogue. 

• Though the Palestinian 
actors, Bushra Karaman and 
Makram Khouri, speak in 
classical Arabic, somewhat 
jxietical, they are very con- 
vi n c i n g . And the 
documentary part gives their 
whole story credibility — not 
only to their dialogue but to 
the strikingly harsh reality of 
the intifada. 

One thing about Nasheed 
that will satisfy the audience 
is that it does not attempt to 
underestimate the intelli- 
gence and imagination of the 
audience. 

We are used to hearing 
and seeing rhetorical slogans 
when it comes to the Israeli 
occupation of Palestine. But 
the truth of the occupation 
and the uprising in Nasheed 
is conveyed so naturally and 
so discretely that it gives 
more credibility to the facts of 
the uprising and respects the 
intelligence of the audience. 

The appearance every 
once in a while of a little girl 
swinging on the door with an. 
innocently aware expression 
on her face is convincing 
enough of the harsh reality of 
the intifada and of life under 
Israeli oppression and 
occupation... 

... the small boys playing 
with the round plastic bullets 
as if they were playing with 
marbles... 

... the children climbing on 
the walls around the refugee 
camps... 

... the kid looking out of the 
iron-barred window... 



Children of tbe stones keep the intifada alive 


... or the camera moving 
into the corridors and rooms 
of the Palestinian hospitals... 

Khieifi's attempt to mix dra- 
ma with documentary has 
been a big success. Perhaps 
this is due to the fact that the 
dialogue between the couple 
is full of significance to a 
Palestinian: Be it a Palestinian 
in the diaspora or a Palesti- 
nian still living on his or her 
land, but under the Israeli 
occupation. One can say,' 
however, that the audience 
has to concentrate a great 
deal of the dialogue to under- 
stand its metaphors and poe- 
tic sentences to connect 
them with the reality of the 
intifada. 

Even when Khleifi is out 
talking to the Palestinians, 
both in Jerusalem and Gaza 
where the film was made, his 
voice asking a question (and 
only one question comes out 
from him), seems to fit so well 
within the context of the 


whole theme of Nasheed. 

There is a nice juxtaposi- : 
tion between the sophisti- 
cated, intellectual couple and 
their story as well as the 
stories that are told by the 
simple Palestinians in their 
simple struggle (with the 
stone) against the Israeli 
occupation; for the goal is 
one — the desire for freedom 
and liberation from oppres- 
sion. And in reality, literally 
every Palestinian in the occu- 
pied territories has a story to 
tell of the Israeli oppression 
and the intifada. 

The charm of the film goes 
beyond just stories to be told. 
The camera does a wonderful 
job of showing the natural 
beauty of Palestine — the 
fertile land, the sea, the hills, 
the rooftops of Jerusalem, the 
walls of the old houses etc. 

The folklore is also heavily 
involved, much of if being 
political, naturally. When one 


wounded youth leaves the 
hospital to go back home , it is 
like a wedding, with his 
mother in the long, black 
Palestinian emboridered 
“ thob " and her relatives and 
friends yoddle joyfully for the 
safe return of her son. And 
the youth and children sing 
Palestinian revolutionary 
songs in Palestinian village 
dialect. 

Every so often, the Jeru- 
salem-based Palestinian 
group, called Sabreen (We 
Are Patient) is filmed rehears- 
ing their songs, giving a pic- 
ture of rising Palestinian cul- 
ture and talent, using the tra- 
ditional Arabic instruments. 

Nasheed Al Hajar is a film 
definitely worth seeing, to say- 
the least, and many believe it 
will offer a clear picture of 
Palestine under occupation 
and the .intifada not only to 
Arabs, but to the World at 
large. 



RECENTLY, a high level delegation fro m a ML 
country visited Jordan and met with high-ranking officials, 
lie visit was billed as highly successful. Bat there was an 
onreportcd /tinny event. During one of the meetings the 
headof tlm visiting delegation highlighted his cocuotry’s high 
regard for Ms host country “frag.” The senior official 
expressed his pleasure at the beauty of the ‘^ringdom’s” 
capital “Baghdad”. In a different meeting, the same official 
emphasised bow Ms country was looking forward to 
receiving an “Iraqian ,f delegation in return for Ms visit 
hoe. A Jordanian official, commenting on the gaffe, said he 
felt an urge to do unto the guest what the guest bad done 
unto himself, bat th*n Jordanian mannerisms of hospitality 
carried toe day, and the offkial abstained from shooting at 
the guest. There only was hope that the visitor would make 
it back home safely, and not forget where be originally came 
from. 


A FOREIGN JtflnUiT’ senior official, who insisted on 
anonymhy, criticised Ms own ministry for not allocating 
ftinds where they are needed mosL According to the official, 
“an important embassy in a Communist country is lacking 
in some essential resources r e quue d for the upkeep of an 
even modest Jordanian mission abroad There are “no 
news agency tickers, not even one, no Jordanian newspapers 
received from borne, no information officers, not enough 
staff or anything else,” he says. The official, who recently 
held a position in a “much less important capital 
maintains that tire budget of bis old embassy “was four 
times the budget of the new one.” WiB anybody listen to 
Mm?! 


THE MINISTER of information has strengthened Ms 
contacts with reporters and has established a weekly 
channel of communication to respond to their queries every 
Wednesday. Reporters have the opportunity to ad any 
questions even if they an touchy. The minister usually 
answers those questions honestly and fartbiightty, provid- 
ing much needed background tor many stories. But 
background is ail a reporter can get Please read on 


DEMOCRACY in Jordan has shown us the positive and 
negative elements in our analysis of what the phenomena 
entail b. The best statement that follows any “democratic 
step ” always indicates that “people from aB walks of Bfe 
and political ideologies were represented” as the “democra- 
tic” decisions were being adopted. It must sound wonderful 
to aB of ns democracy-thirsty people in Jordan. But 
accordhsg to some of our media experts, “aB political, 
ideologies,” should not be represented on the National . 
Guidance Committee, which has been reconstituted recently 
to advise the minister 0 / information on media policy In the 
Kingdom. Those media experts believe that Third World 
m e dia poBdes should be guided by a panel of tl media” 
experts rather than by re pr es ent atives of **aB political 
Meologfes.” Ide ologies do not know the that thing about 
bow “ undercurrent psychological media messages” work, 
the exports maintain. As one of them defines it, the leftists 
tike to have each sentence laced with their usual phrase of 
“our friend the Soviet Union wants so and so.” WbBe the 
centrists want the television annooBcer to sit in tint middle of 
the screen and remain “ objective ” in aB the reports, 
thereby “cutting those extreme right or left edges in order to 
end op with the Nand hckmg4n-opinum report” As to tbe 
thud category, the experts says: “Our right^wmg political 
ideotogoes cannot accept hidden messages of traditional 
Arab and Islamic morahty. They want Micky Moose to stop 
ki ssi ng Mmny Mouse right now. ” 


A COMMITTEE to draft tbe proposed national charter to 
govern political Bfe in Jordan is expected to be announced 
soon. Four months ago, high-level Jordanian officials 
promised that tbe committee would be formed soon . Soon 
after that they reiterated their betief that it would be formed 
soon. And much later, only two weeks ago, H was stiff going 
to be soon. However, other high-level sources from a 
different department placed a deadline on the announce- 
ment of tbe committee, and it seems it is really going to be 
soon. The only sure “fact?* about tM s committee is that it 
wiB include almost no members from the executive commit- 
toe to “convince tbe people that the proposed charter is not 

advershd to their interests, and that H wiB be a manifesto to 

the people by the people.” This fact wtil probably be 
announced soon. 


INFORMED sources at tbe Royal Jordanian Airlines say 
that ABa f s pd*a* plan to establish an RJ pilots’ union, bat 
that their plan “wffl not see the sun. ” According to one of 
the sources, pilots with this “bright idea” contacted their 
boos and were Infer freed with a “‘barrage of executive 
words talking them out of it” Another source, however, 
maintains that tbe pBots are stiH frr from dbo u m a gedf and 
that they wzff continue tbeb- attempts to form tbe mtiou. 
What ever happened to the pilots’ “eagle dub?” some 
people ask. *TsD*t it a fqnn of union bouse for the pilots?” 


TBE JORDAN Times had epjoyed, and wW continue to 
enjoy, a column by a friend and a cofleagne: “Tjrfkfag 
Stra&d,” by Marvnm Muasber. WeB, our friend Manna 
has talked Ms way straight to the top scoring a doable 
victory to hk professional and personal Bfe. Not only was he 
appointed Director of the Jordan Information Bureau to 
Washtogton D.C., heavens have also decided to expand tbe 
Members’ influence to tbe US. capital by tocreastog their 
number to three. Tbe baby is expected to the faB. Good luck 
to Marwau and Lynne. “ We’re goona miss you.” 


THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

Let tbe people know the truth and the country is safe. 

Ab raham TJn sofa 
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Thursday, March 29 

830 A Differ** World 

The thin .fine dividing fan- 
tasy from real life. 


9.10 NBA BxtetbaB. 


10.00 News in English 
10 JO Movie of (be week 
Moving Target 


Starving: 

Jason Bateman 
Tom i&erritt 


One day seventeen year ‘ 
old Toby Kellogg reluctantly, 
leaves home for summer 
camp. His dislike for the out- 
doors leaves him with only 
one desperate thought: 
Escape. He makes a clean 
getaway only to come back to 
a barren house. Everyone 
and everything is gone with- 
out a trace. 


Friday, March 30 

830 Coach 

Megan's relentless efforts 
to win... Hale out 


9.10 Thirty something — Best 
of Enemies. 

Susannah is having trouble 
with her pregnancy, and Gary 
insists she stay home from 
the office at the Centre where 
they work. He is beginning to 
face the new responsibilities 
of having a family. Meanwhile 
Hope plans an article tor the’ 
local paper featuring com- 
munity assistance for the 
needy. 



Monday, April 2 

830 Empty Nest 
A challenge between Bar- 
bara and her sister Carol. 


9.10 TasShda (Ep. 3) 


The continuing story of 
Tusitala .. Math designs her 
dream house. Louis furnishes 
the huge palace and meets 
Matana, leader of the rebels. 


10.00 News in Engtisb 


1030 FIFA Soccer 

Wednesday, April 4 
830 Lama and Hoarder 


Laura finds herself in the 
midst of troubles when she 
discovers a valuable painting 
among the contents of the 
switched handbag, but she is 
even in more trouble when 
she loses the painting and 
the robbers are after her. 


9.10 A Horseman Riding By 
VaBey Far Sale. 


'A 

JTV Chorum! 2 Saturday, 

surgeon in a male-dominated 
speciality in a large general 
hospital. She has just split up 
with her husband and her 
16-year-old son is getting up 
to heaven knows what on a 
coliege trip to Paris. 


9.00 Foamier 


930 Classical Marie. 


10.00 News in Eofplsh. 


10.00 News in English 


31, art 70:20. 

stralian puppeteer, Richard 
Bradshaw is best known tor 
his inventive and hilarious 
shadow puppetry. Much of 
his work is original and mod- 
em, but he also presents 
many old classics, often with 
a new twist. Videotaped at 
the Marionette Theatre of Au- 
stralia in Sydney in co-pro- 
duction with the ABC Televi- 
sion and directed by Jim 
Henson. 


10.00 News in figfisfa. 


1030 Fremantle Conspiracy. 
(Last Ep.) 


The struggle to free his 
fellow friends, the Fenians, 
from prison still drives O'Reil- 
ly. He will have no peace with 
himseff until his mission is 
fulfilled. 


1030 Feature FBm 

The Defiant Ones. 

Two prisoners, handcuffed 
together, escape from prison 
and are pursued by the 
police. 

Sunday, April 1 


10.00 News m Engpsh 
1030 Agatha Christie's Poirot 


830 Charles In Change 


Saturday, March 31 


830 Who’s The Boss 
Steady as She Goes 


830 Surgical Spirit 
A comedy series in 13 half- 
hour parts 


Teenager's troubles and... 
growing pains. 


Sheila Sabatini has a prob - . 
/em. She is a consultant 


The World of Puppetry 

A witty and wonderful Au- 


David Suchet is the star of a 
sumptuous film series featur- 
ing cases culled from the Hies 
one of the world's greatest 
fictional detectives. Set in 
1935, often in the glamorous 
and wealthy world of the Brit- 
ish artistocracy, Agatha 
Christie's famed Belgian 
sleuth Hercule Poirot sets his 
“little grey cells" to work on a 
series of gripping and baf- 
fling murder mysteries. 


9.10 Documentary: Connec- 
tions. 

Distant Voices 


An excellent documentary 
which analyses wars and pre- 
sents the story of gun pow- 
der The Arabs took it from 
the Chinese and the West 
took it from the Arabs. 


10.00 Aims in EngJSsh. 


1030 “ha the Heat of the 
N&at” 


THE WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


EdHcd by Herb Euenson 


EVERY WHICH WAY 
By OBit Du an 


ACROSS 

1 Web-looted bird 
6 Communications 


10 Bark doth 
14 Ring weapon 
IB Expkxe 

19 Where Anna met 
the king 

20 Special exams 

22 Dilly 

23 Scorched 

24 Aware of 

25 Domain 

20 James ol song 
27 Commotion 
2B SECURE 
3 j Pronoun 
32 Exhibit 

34 Supplement 

35 Nurseries 
37 Suitable tor 

terming 


40 Movie pan 

42 Daring 

43 Mosaic piece 
45 Puts out of 

business 
48 "The Many 
Widow" 
composer 

51 Bung 

52 Linemen: abb r. 

54 - as a beef 

55 Last syllable of a 
word 

56 UNDECIDED 
50 Harmoniums 
$1 Bodkin 

S? Oncfwsbaie 

53 Portal 

65 Tear apari 

66 Hey. you! 

67 Hawaiian island 
69 Five: prel. 


71 Himalayan 
cranium 
73 Libretto 
76 — of Man 
78 Sp. lady 
80 Takes K easy 
63 Montevideo's 
land: abbr. 

84 Distends 
86 SHABBY 
89 Poisonous 
91 — llgum 

(attracts 

attention) 

93 Apiece 

94 Halil 

85 Thrive 

96 Taka olfense 

97 Delights 

101 SpHchcock and 
gng 


104 Decrees 

105 Military unit 
107 Serve perfectly 
109 Quiet as — 

111 Unguent 

112 CONFIDENTIAL 
H5 Any — in a 

siomn 

119 Provoke 

121 Cornered 

122 Ruminate 

123 Stock phrase 

124 Columnist 
Bom back 

125 Bristles 

128 Division word 
127 Usi ol 

candidates 
12B Liability 

129 unites 

130 Scrape 

131 Tree frogs 


DOWN 

1 T1H 

2 Church calendar 

3 Garish 

4 Engrosses 

5 Trap 

6 In unison 

7 Arranged In a 
row 

8 Femme — 

9 Biblical piophei 

10 Cod 

11 Rocky ridge 

12 Carson's 
predecessor 

13 Altlrms 

14 Adversary 

15 LOAOEO 

16 Kind of sleeve 

17 Mine cars 
21 Delama 
28AWOL 

29 College cheers 


30 Fishes lor bass 
33 "Mourning 
Becomes — " 

36 Watch one's 
weight 

37 Aleutian island 

38 Acquires 

38 Qelailn salad 

41 Card game for 
two 

42 Boundary 

44 Land measure 

46 y Plata" 

47 Shoshonean ol 
CA 

49 Bngitie'a friends 

50 Blow one's top 
53 Will 

55 SUSPECT 
57 Retreat 

56 Father ol Allas 
60 Some 


64 Remnant 
66 Exclamation ol 
disgust 
88WW1I 

entertainment 

OP- 

70 As yet 

72 Fastens 

73 Lamp lighter? 

74 City on Ihe 
Oka 

75 VULNERABLE 
77 Intertwines 
79 Dread 

B1 Tantalize 
82 Cut 

64 Furniture 
material 

65 Sauli — Mane 

87 Pile 

88 No) so much 
90 Catcall 


92 Villain's 
expression 
96 Scot, county 
98 In an expert 
manner 
100 Garrets 

102 Hiatus 

103 Young salmons 

105 Stood before a 
camera 

106 Br metric 
unit 

107 Upcoming 

108 Surrenders 
110 Ship's deck 

1 13 Paris pate' 

114 Arab chief 
1 18 Girasoi 
117 Pro - 
116 — Men 
120 Weisher 
123 Sal wood 



Last Week's Cryptograms 


1. Some ban TV tragedy Finally became wildly successful TV comedy 
when novice lecbnldno cranked In a laugh track. 

2. Keeping calm in tbe race of trouble may look good, bnt it hardly 
helps tbe situation. 

3. Gratifying yonr stomach is the dramatic aim of much TV 
advertising. 

4. Gigantic barracuda spotted school or templing blnefish for a 
possible meal. 


Diagramless ■* x i» By Monks i. dcwu 


ACROSS 
1 Make eyes at 
6 Follows seaetly 
8 Con 

12 Thorough search 
14 Tips 

16 Even If lor short 

17 Comp. dir. 

18 Cup handle 

20 Dispatch boat 

21 Plant 
23 Glmpy 


24 Gave thought to 

27 Heads 

28 Writer Setting 

29 Tranquil 

30 Torpid 

31 Della the singer 
33 Miseries 

36 Loser to DDE 

36 Change for a five 

37 Gaels 
40 Lethargy 


42 Arrived 

43 Modem 

44 TX nickname 
4$ Open 
SI Truman's 


birthplace 
52 Rdales" 


54 Garfunkei 

56 Hint 

57 Renewal 
60 Notices 


61 Wlngspread 

62 Assert 

63 Explosive 

64 Tavern order 
67 Anger 

65 Standlsb'8 
stand-in 

69 Conclude 

72 Being 

73 Lettuce type 

74 Vamose 


DOWN 

1 Home buyer's 
angel? 

2 Big pond 

3 The — ol March 

4 Was boms 

5 Pair 

6 Caused spariu 
tolly 

7 Pullovers 

B “When 1 waa — " 
(Gilbert) 

9 At no lime 
10 Suit maker 


11 Within 

12 Q Ip wool 

13 Those who 
nominate 

15 Weep 

16 Trios 

19 Remainder 

22 Part ol n.b. 

23 ftwt Starwy 

25 Mountain curves 
25 — Motnes 


34 Way the weasel 


27 Spinel 
32 Hai 


32 Have s meal 


37 Waterways 

38 Corundum 

39 Miserable®" 

40 Cut oH 

41 Be In debt 

42 Person in a race 

43 None 

44 Moan 

45 Paring material 

46 Frail drinks 

47 Lull 


49 Baby toy 

50 Groups of three 

51 Catalogue 
53 Gaze steadily 

55 Carries 

56 Quick - wink 
59 Hawaiian gooee 

64 Bullets 

65 Fibber 

66 Arthurian 
lady 

70 Line 

71 Optional part 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1- S U HA, SMA W A X I $ K A M T UWA UP SMA 
XCRAVATS UP OVV SMA KWTSCRHAWST UP 
SlfCSRCA H0WIKWB ALAC BALKTAB. 

—By Lea Sherry 

-HOLS GNUSE4M VBILEAUS EYLUKLE BC 
NOJSELYBIG VMMZVICL CB V O AG U V N, NOL 
PAE UHBPL NB CASE AN HUG VLUZZD BSZD 
NOISELY. — By LofaH. Jones 

3. UP AN 1C K L &A TIRE PiVRL UVCIT WITT 
N1BLR ZABLP ZAK WANZTLKL. -By Norton Rbudei 
4.1MP BVORMV S ATP ORPV MALLMV LUVVtY 
BIT YUWL LAPSALY. -By Ed HuddksM 



SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WESTS PUZZLE 



A story of ambition and 
finance. 


1030 Gats And Glory 

The Rise and FaB of Oliver 

North 

(Part two) 

Congress had banned giv- 
ing aid to the contras and 
Oliver North is determined to 
come up with the needed 
funds ; no matter what! He 
strikes a deal with Iran, hold- 
ing American hostages. 


■A friend of the Jordan Time 


HAMZEH ; is an old " 
friend of mine. He will be 
seven on Aug. 18. 1 know 
Hamzeh since (he day he 
was bom, and since then we 
grew on each other. Ham- 
zeh 's father Noman and his 
mother WaEka are very 
dear friends of mine; they 
are my family. They both 
work in an air traffic con- 
trol. They live in A1 Rashid 
district behind the Universi- 
ty of Jordan. Hamzeh is a 
first grader at AJ Manhai 
school. IBs school day ends 
at 12:30 and he spends the 
tune from 13:00 till 14:30 — 
when his father picks him 
up — with me at tbe Jordan 
Times. Everyone at the 
press room is fond of Ham- 
zeh. He is, however, a bit 
shy. 

On Thursdays , holidays 
for both of us, we normally 
spend the time together. 
We walk and talk. He asks 
me lots of questions such as: 
“Why are all taxis yellow? 
Some are more difficuit — 
“What does God look 
like?” he insists on travell- 
ing by bus; apparently it 
gives him a better view of 
tbe road and what goes-on 
on the sides of the road. 
One of bis fantasies is to 
travel to the U.S. to buy a 
motorcycle. He describes 
with movements and noise 
how he would handle bis 
motorcycle. He loves 
speed. When he is with bis 
father in their car be always 
watches speed limits and 
urges his father to speed. 
He is always in constant 
tight with his four-year-old 
sister Israa. However, be 
shows tenderness and sym- 
pathy with her when she , 



yr—Mrii Id notrsodeep waters 


for one reason or another, 
starts to cry. 

Last week, there was a 
panic over Hamzeh at tbe 
newspaper. It was a routine 
day. Hamzeh came to the 
newspaper as usual after 
school waiting for his father 
to pick him up. J bad to 
leave for a meeting and I 
told him to stay at the news- 
paper a nd await his father. I 


asked my colleagues to 
keep an eye on him. When I 
returned to tbe newspaper 
at around 16:00 , Arq Vos- 
kj i an — the editor of tbe 
weekender — asked me if I 
knew where Hamzeh was. 
His school bag, coat and 
other belongings were on 
the armchair next to my 
desk. So I thought Hamzeh 
must be around and started 


looking for him all over the 
place, but to no avail. 1 
went into every office, ev- 
ery floor of the budding, 
around tbe building, on the 
roof. 1 thought his father 
must have picked him up, 
so I went home, bur nobody 
was there. Everyone at the 
newspaper was already in- 
volved in looking for Ham- 
zeh. Someone even tried 
cupboards and filing 
cabinets. 

Everyone was frantically 
running around, editors , re- 
porters, office boys, admi- 
nistrative staff almost ev- 
erybody. We checked with 
neighbours , supermarkets; 
we called tbe police , hospit- 
als: we even asked tbe mos-. 
que muazzen to announce it 
over tbe masque's louds- 
peakers. 1 bad, meanwhile, 
resigned myself to a com- 
forting thought that his. 
father must have picked, 
him up without taking his 
bag, coat and other belong-: 
ings. But his father showed 
up soon afterwards. And 
soon his parents were in tits 
chase and anxiety. WeB, to t-' 
'cut a long story start, 
turned out that Hamzat * j 
sensing bis father was fate 
and wanting not to mas tus 
afternoon piny with his 
mates, sneaked out of tbe' 
newspaper, walked down to 
the trafficligbts nearby; 
crossed towards AJ Rawda 
Housing Complex aadi5rom: | 
there walked a distance of 
about four kHometres in the 
cold to the neighbour's 
home. He sure was playing 
.ball with his friends when 
we found him. 


£ 


THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 


Thursday, March 29 


1792 Sweden’s King 

Gustavus HI is assassinated. 

18Q1 Britain seizes Dan- 

ish and Swedish islands in 
West Indies. 

1830 — Spain’s King Ferdi- 
nand VII passes Jaw allowing 
females to be heirs to throne. 

1849 Britain annexes 

Punjab in India by treaty with 
Maharajah of Lahore. 

1864 Ionian Islands are 

ceded by Britain to Greece. 

1946 New constitution in 

Gold Coast, which becomes 
Grst British African colony 
with majority of Africans in 
.legislature. 

1947 National revolt 

against France in Madagascar 
begins. 

1951 — Chinese govern- 
ment rejects U.S. offer for 
truce discussions in Korea. 

1967 — France launches its 
first nuclear submarine. 

1972 Government of. 

Bolivia orders 119 members 
of Soviet embassy staff to 
leave country — accusing 
embassy of financing leftist 
rebel movements. 

1973 — Last American 
troops have South Vietnam, 
ending direct military role of 
United States in Vietnam war. 

iyn — U.S. and Soviet 
negotiators, meeting in Mos- 
cow , agree to set up commit- 


tees to seek solutions to sever- 
al arms control and diplomatic 
problems. 

1988 Bomb planted in 

jeep lulls at least four Soviets 
in Kabul, Afghanistan. 

1989 Two Czechoslovak 

teenagers hijack Hungarian 
airliner torn Prague to Frank- 
furt in attempt to reach Un- 
ited States. 


Friday, March 30 


1603 — -Eart of Tyrone, 
Irish rebel , submits to Lord 
Mountjoy at Meliifort. 

1806 Joseph Bonaparte 

becomes King of Naples. 

1820 — One de Richelieu 
re-establishes censorship of 
French press. 

1842 — Ether reputedly is 
used as anesthetic for Grst 
time — by doctor Crawford 
Long in United States. 

1855 — Treaty of Pesha- 
war , whereby Britain and 
Afghanistan form alliance 
against Persia. End of Taiping 
Rebellion in China. 

1863 — Denmark incorpo- 
rates Schleswig. Poland is di- 
vided into provinces by 
Russia. 

1885 Russian occupation 

ofPenjdeb , Afghanistan , pro- 
vokes crisis in Angio-Russian 
relations. 

1905 Greeks in Crete 

revolt against Turkish rule. 


1912 — Sultan of Morocco 
signs treaty making Morocco 
a French protectorate. 

1933 — James BM. Hert- 
zog forms national coalition in 
South Africa and is joined by 
Jan C. Smuts. 

1940 — Japan cstabGsbes 
puppet government in occu- 
pied China. 

1967 — North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
formally closes its military 
headquarters in France. 

1974 — Chinese jetliner ar- 
rives in New Yok in what is 
described as Gist civilian flight 
from Chinese matiand to Un- 
ited States. 

1976 — Palestinians declare 
Land Day after Israel confis- 
cated 21,000 donums of Arab- 
land in the Galilee. Six 
Palestinian martyrs in occu- 
pied Palestine (1948) died, 49 
were injured and 300 were 
arrested on that day. 

1988 Sikh militants kill 

15 people on overnight 
attacks in northern Indian 
state of Punjab. 

1989 — Rebel inmates 
agree to end five-day mutiny 
in Guatemala ’s largest prison. 


Monday, April 2 


1699 — British Admiral 
Benbowis sent to West Indies 
to gain reparations from Spain 
for destruction of British ships 
at Darien. 


1801 — British fleet under 
Horatio Nelson is sent to De- 
nmark because of Danish ac- 
tion on - Elbe River and is 
victorious off Copenhagen. 

1903 — Britain and France 
refuse to support construction 
of Baghdad railway. 

1917 — U.S. President 
Woodrow Wilson summons 
special session of Congress to 
declare war upon Germany. 

1937 — South Africa pro- 
hibits political activity by fore- 
igners in South-West Africa. 

1947 — U-N. Security 
Council appoints U.S. as trus- 
tee for Pacific Islands former- 
ly under Japanese mandate; 
Britain refers Palestine ques- 
tion to United Nations. 

1964 — Yemen charges Bri- 
tain with air attacks on its 
territory. 

1986 — Terrorist bomb rips 
hole in TWA jetliner over 
southern Greece, and blast 
blows a man, woman and 
child out of the plane to their 
deaths. 

1988 — Iraq reports its forces' 
killed thousands of Iranian, 
troops and overran bases of 
Kurdish rebels in mountamous 
northeast. 

1989 — Police say more 
than 50 guerrillas are killed in 
new round of battles in north- 
ern Namibia. 


The Associated Press 
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Hollywood breeds a menace — the obsessive fan 


By BomM Clarke 

Renter 

LOS — CImt East- 

wood has 9 Jfeesce to Bare a 
ggn for Ms protection. CybiB 
Shepherd says she deeps with 
a gam in a drawer seat to her 
bed* 


Stars are escorted by body- 
guards when they go to pobBe 
fractions. Comedian Eddie 
Morphy has four. 

Markm Brando has a dosed 
circuit television system to 
watch over his home. Some 
stars have “panic buttons ” 


which can map down steel 
shutters over windows So an 
emergency. 

Old Hollywood studios 
which built np armies of tans 
tor timr stars, sending out 
mlRion of autographed photo- 
graphs, have /eft behind an 
unexpected meance — the 
obsessive Em. 

A Michigan man, Michael 
Shields, 42, is doe to appear in 
court accused of sending 212 
letters to actress Stephanie 
ZhnhaHst , a star of the televi- 
sion series R emington Steele 
and daughter of Efrem Zbn- 
baUst Jr., of the hog-running 
series the FBI. 

Many of the letters were 
signed “yoor secret admirer,” 
an FBI agent, Lawrence Law- 
ler, said. One letter, attached 
to an FBI complaint, said: 
“Kw can run but you can 't 
bide,” another said: tf I have 
state mischief in mind.” 

Some of the letters con- 
tained photographs of the 
home of 31-year-old Zimh ai- 
ist. ‘ ‘Miss Zimbalist is 
obviously relieved,” a public- 
ity agent said of the arrest of 
shields, who frees charges at 
sending threatening com- 
mnmcatioBS. 

A security specialist, Gavin 
de Becker, said television stars 
are paiticolariy vnfrerabie be- 
cause people see them hi their 
living rooms and think they 
know them personally. Seczzr- 
ity guards watch over aodi- 
eoces at the televising of some 
of the situation comedies. 

Roberta Schaeffer, a star of 
the series My Sister Sam, was 
shot dead when she answered 
a ring at her front door last 
July. Robert Bardo, 19, an 
unemployed caretaker de- 
scribed by poBce as obsessed 
by Schaeffer, was ordered Eve- 
days ago to stand trial for her 


murder. 

Witnesses at a p reliminar y 

hearing said Bardo waked the 
streets showing a photograph 
of Schaeffhr to people before 
she was kBIed. 

A shipping clerk, Tina 
Ledbetter, accused of sending- 
nearly 6,000 thru stoning let- 
ters to Mkhael J. Fox, star of 
the Back to the Future fHme 
and the televirion series Fami - 
ly Ties, was ordered last De- 
cember to stay away from the 
actor and to undergo psychiat- 
ric counselling. Sic had spent 
10 months in JaB awaiting 
trial. 


A Scottish drifter, Arthar 
Jackson, said be had a divine 
nnsaon to take actress There- 
sa Saldana to heaven when be 
stabbed her outside her Holly- 
wood home in March 1902. He 
was due to be released from 
prison soon. But new charges 
coold keep him in ja3 longer, a 
parole board official said. 

Saldana, who starred In the 
film Defiance, said: “This 
nightmar e is far from being 
resolved.” 

A Canadian lamer, Robert 
Betty , was convicted several 


Murray. He was alleged to 
have telephoned her 263 times 
in six months. 

A security expert, Douglas 
Collins, said be and a team of 
security experts posted a 
round-the-clock watch on Bea- 
tles drummer Ringo Starr and 
•his EunBy when fellow Beetle 
John Lennon was murdered 
by a fan, Mark Chapman, in 
1990. 

“They didn't go out It was 
a very emotional time because 
no one knew if there was a 
conspiracy against all of the 


Beatles,” Coffins said 

John Hinckley was trying to 
impress actress Jodie Foster 
when be shot and wounded 
President Ronald Reagan in 
Washing ton in 1981. “Yoa'B 
be proud of me, Jodie,” be 
wrote to the actress. 

“It’s very fri ghtening for 
young actresses because they 
do not always have sufficient 
money to pay for security,” 
Collins said. “It is really a 
shame our times demand this 
kind of thing ” 


‘It’s very frightening for 
young actresses because 
they do not always have 
sufficient money to pay for 
security, it is really a 
shame our times demand 
this kind of thing.’ 


Mkhael J. Fox received 6,000 
threatening letters. 


Theresa Saldana was stabbed outside her boose. 
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Restorers finish work 


on Sistine Chapel ceiling 


By Frances d’Emifio t-- 

Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Res- 
torers have finally finished 
cleaning Michelangelo’s Sis - 
1 tine Chapel ceiling, but critics 
pursued them throughout 


and the job took much longer 
than the master needed to 
paint the frescoes. 

A small area was left un- 
done at the altar end, in the 
curved right comer of the 
ceiling. Dulled by the cand- 
lesmoke, grease and dirt of 


five centuries, it looks like-a 
black hole punched into a sky 
of vibrant greens, heavenly 
blues, sensuous purples and 
other dynamic colours that 
emerged during the cleaning. 

The contrast will help 
dozens of historians, restor- 



Rn contr a st appears otnrioos in Ums cfeaned lunettes that depict the 


"** ancest o rs of Christ. 



ers and scientists this spring 
debate the merits of one of 
the most ambitious restora- 
tion projects ever, now in its 
11th year. 

The experts will mount the 
18-metre-high scaffolding 
and come face-to-fresco with 
a brighter Michelangelo, 
whose genius came to be 
better known and appreci- 
ated during the cleaning in 
the official private chapel of 
Popes. 

Along with the Vatican res- 
toration team, the experts will 
consider questions raised by 
the project. Even as restorers 
rub their aching necks after 
working on a ceiling the size 
of a football field, more chal- 
lenges loom. 

The third and final phase of 
the Sistine Chapel restora- 
tion, Michelangelo’s Last 
Judgment on the wall above 
the altar, brings up the deli- 
cate matter of whether the 
loincloths — “cover ups" 
ordered by a counter-re- 
formation Pope, will stay on 
the nudes. Cleaning of the 
60 x 30-foot painting will be- 
gin when the experts leave 
late in March. 

“Clearly, there’s satisfac- 
tion that the ceiling is 
finished, but facing the Last 
Judgment is not exactly a 
relief," said Fabrizio Man- 
cinelli, director of the restora- 
tion. 

Then there’s the daunting 
problem of how to protect the 
masterpiece, in its renewed 
glory, from the perils of pollu- 
tion without keeping the pub- 
lic away. 

When lively colours were 
discovered in what long was 
considered a somber depic- 
tion of Genesis, the restorers 
were accused of being un- 
faithful to Michelangelo's 
techniques and artistic vision. " 

Among the most vociferous 
critics was James Beck, a. 
Columbia University art histo- 
rian. He charged in 1987, 
halfway through the ceilings 
cleaning, that the restorers 
were robbing the painting of 
its “spirit" 

Beck’s " outcry was articu- 
lating a cultural shock that 
some people felt," said Kath- 
leen Weil-Gams Brandt, a 
New York University art his- 
tory professor and consultant 
for the Vatican Museums, 
which include the Sistine 



Cleaning sequence by chief restorer Gian - 


htigi CtHalucd shows a typical procedure . 
First a cleaning solvent is applied by brush 
l above ) after three minutes solvent, residue 
of dirt and old ' varnish are wiped away 
f above left) with a sponge soaked in distilled 
and deionized water. The process is repeated 
.24 hours Eater to complete the cleaning 



(right) 

Chapel. 

She said the cleaning 
"gives his achievement a de- 
finition and a clarity that it 
hasn’t had since the 16th 
Century, " she said in an inter- 
view. 

One reason restorers 
needed a year longer than 
expected to clean the fresco 
was the discovery that Miche- 
langelo had great deal of 
touching up. 

Each example had to be 
studied to determine whether 
the artist or a later restorer 
had done it. Michelangelo's 
changes were kept and the 
others removed. 

Criticism about the colours 
faded, it was followed by a 
lively debate of what should 
be done about the lime green 
gown covering St. Catherine 
of Alexandria’s breasts and 
buttocks and the numerous 
loincloths added to the Last 
Judgment. 

Michelangelo painted the 
Last Judgment more than 20 
years after the ceiling, which 
he laboured on from 1508 - 
1512. His final reckoning de- 
picts a forceful Christ stand- 
ing in judgment surrounded 
by apprehensive saints, 
angels and mythological fi- 
gures, many of them nude, 
muscular and sensuous. 

Vasari, the art historian, 
tells how the papal master of 


ceremonies, Biagio da Cese- 
na, denounced the nudes as 
more suitable for a bathhouse 
than the chapel where car- 
dinals gather after the death 
of a pope to elect the next 
one. 

Michelangelo, who 
accepted the Sistine Chapel 
assignment reluctantly, re- 
turned the compliment by de- 
picting Biagio, in the paint- 
ings bottom right comer as 
Minos, giving the ears of an 
ass to the mythical guide to 
hell. 

Michelangelo did not have 
the last word, however. In 
1564, Pope Pius IV, after the 
final meeting of the reformist 
council of Trent, ordered toe 
most "indecent" nudes to be 
covered up by artist Daniele 
da Volterra. 

Chief restorer Gianluigi 
Colaiucci insists that no deci- 
sion has been made, noting 
the convention this spring will 
discuss possible approaches 
to the restoration. 

The euphoria accompany- 
ing toe bright revelations of 
the Sistine Chapel's cleaning 
as well as that of scores of 
ancient Roman monuments, 
Renaissance palaces and 
Baroque churches through- 
out Italy has been tempered 
by restoration’s limitatoins. 

As Brandt puts it, "there is 


no easy high-tech fix, ” avail- 
able to preserve treasures 
from corrosive, soot-laden 
pollution. 

The Sistine restorers de- 
cided it was better to let toe 
ceiling “breathe" than to cov- 
er it with protect coatings, 
which have proven in other 
restorations to be difficult to 
remove when time comes for 
later restorations. 

The humidity in the chapel 
is now carefully monitored, 
and anti-dust carpets have 
been installed to remove 
some of toe dirt from tourists’ 
feet as they enter the chapel. 

The chapel's restoration is 
supported by toe $3 million 
that a Japanese television 
network paid for film and 
photography rights in 


documenting it. 

To mark the completion of 
toe ceiling, the Vatican is 
hosting an exhibit entitled 
"Michelangelo and the Sis- 
tine Chapei— toe technique, 
restoration and myth" which 
was expected to run from late 
March through July 10. It will 
feature a copy of toe "Last 
Judgment , " executed before 
the loincloths, to give toe 
public an idea of the original. 

Among those keenly in- 
terested in toe project is Pope 
John Paul II, who gave his 
first speech as Pontiff in the 
chapei. His spokesman, Joa- 
quin Navarro, says the Pontiff 
comes every now and then to 
look at the work and is 
pleased by toe return of the 
bright colours. 
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Ethnic styles look sexy at Ungaro ; 

Laroche, Castet and Valentino also opulent 


Agencies 

PARIS — Emanuel Ungaro’s 
luxury ready-to-wear show 
does more for the historically 
rich peasant look from the 
east than anybody since 
Yves Saint Laurent’s folklore 
from the steppes back in 
19/6. 

And Ungaro made it sexy, 
in a p visian way that only the 
rm^er tailor and colourist 
could pull off. It was his best 
ready-to-wear show in many 
seasons. 

His new fashion message: 
ft's now OK to look fairly glitzy 
even for lunch, as long as you 
do It tastefully. 

Ungaro took flower-printed 
long velvet skirts and topped 
them with shimmery lame 
blouses or flowered vests 
and rich quilted velvet shortie 
jackets and Russian-army 
hats or pillboxes with tassels. 

Colour ran riot. Sophisti- 
cated smooth-wool daytime 
suits were presented with 
bicolour waist-fitted tops, in 
eye-catching shades like 
violet, carmine or peacock 
with charcoal that empha- 
sised feminine curves. 

A voluptuous model looked 
fancy but fetching in a decol- 
lete silk jersey blouse and 
long, wrapped, flowered satin 
high-waisted skirt 
ornamented by a bright pink 
taffeta bow and jewelled pin. 

The skirt was split to show 
plenty of leg. The whole was 
topped by a royal blue taffe- 
ta-lined multi-coloured velvet 
jacket. 

Ungaro used loads of 
metallic soft leathers in brief 
minis, sleek long pants, 
quilted anoraks. 

Part of Ungaro’s new ex- 
uberance was high, knee- 
covering boots worn with the 
minis, the most sensational in 
flowered prints and bro- 
cades. ■ 

He also mixed these up 



A white buttoned vest over a matching shirt and ted cap by 
■ Claude Montana. 


with colourful printed silk vel- 
vets and satin tunics, and 
threw in beautifully-cut 
checked suits and straight 
pants. 

His lame-shot silk print chif- 
fon blouses will be coveted 
by anybody with a yearning 
to shimmer and shine, at any 
time of day. 

The glory of this collection 
was that one can choose. Pile 
on the opulence to flaunt it, or 
pare things down to the Un- 
garo details — all excellent. 

Even the "little black 
dress," a strapless short 
sheath, was perfectly dres- 
sed up by strands of pearls 
and cabochon stones, top- 
ped by an airy black organza 
shrug. 

At Guy Laroche, the bouti- 
que -line designer Guy 
Douvier got all the trends 
right in an upbeat ' collection 


full of the current colours and 
silhouettes. 

Laroche 

While Ungaro’s ” parallels " 
line is expensive, a suit up- 
ward of $2,000 or more, the 
somewhat simpler but still 
fashionable Laroche offer- 
ings are well-made, and cost 
about half as much. 

Douvier went in for flaring 
shortie coats, the mohair ver- 
sions looking great with im- 
portant patch pockets in 
primary colours or more sub- 
tle shades of vanilla, coral or 
violet 

In the sport lines, Douvier 
showed good long cable-knit 
collegiate pullovers or silver- 
buttoned cardigans over tiny 
tweed minis. There were also 
great tricolour knit dresses 
topped by black-edged, 
shawls. ' 


Laroche offered the cur- 
rently trendy bright quilted' 
duffels, with some nice shor- 
' tie minks and fur-lined suede 
duffel coats. For evening, the 
gold versions marched out to 
the beat of "goldfinger, " 
opening up to reveal sexy 
split-skirt outfits underneath 
or a wonderful brown and 
lame pleated lace cocktail 
dress underneath. 

One classic but novel 
trouser outfit teamed an ap- 
plie-green Bolero and jersey 
pullover with narrow khaki 
suede pants and a fringed 
violet-yellow-yellow shawl 
printed with a wild-animal 
pattern. 

Both Ungaro and Laroche 
showed versions of puffy 
iridescent bubble short even- 
ing dresses, but they looked 
a bit passe compared to the 
slinkier gowns spTft up the 
leg. 

Castet 

Frederic Castet, for 20 
years the fur designer at Dior, 
made his runway debut with a 
big show of fur-lined 
fashions. He will open a shop 
on the Rue Bassano, in the 
fashion area known as the 
" golden triangle" near the 
Champs-Elysees, and is 
celebrating the event with 
golden triangle adornments 
on belts and big sunflower 
motifs appliqued on silk 
blouses. 

Besides the most sump- 
tuous duffels, parkas and 
swirly pyramid minks in natu- 
ral or dyed ruby or indigo 
shades, chinchilla, fox and 
fisher, Castet also brought 
out a beautiful new fake fur in 
woven silk called "castiss. " 

It’s a dead-ringer for 
sheared mink or beaver, and 
looks fine for the ecological 
fashionables — as duffels, 
parkas, or taffeta raincoat lin- 
ings. 


Milan prepares 
for a short and 
sporty winter 


MILAN — Italian designers 
are predicting a short winter 
for next year — at least where 
hemlines are concerned. 

Not only is the average skirt 
a good 8 centimetres above 
the knee, but the fall-winter 
1990-1991 ready-to-wear col- 
lections being presented in 
Milan this week are full of 
bermudas and short shorts, 
items usually reserved for the 
warmer months of the year. 

What was a daring step in 
the late 1980’s — when for 
the first time in 20 years the 
" moda Milanese" hiked hem- 
lines above the knee — has 
become a way of life for the 
fashionable woman in the , 
new decade. 

Most fashion followers 
agree that the latest Gianni 
Versace mini-skirt is just too 
short, but at the same time 
1 zrsace is the clearest state- 
ment that short hemlines are 



A town and coantry look by 
ByWos 


here to stay. 

Once women have agreed 
to bare their thighs it is easy 
to get them to wear shorts in 
the winter too. 

The new winter bermudas 
and shorts are loose and 
sporty, usually in corduroy or 
Tight wool jersey worn with 
dark or printed stockings and 
comfortable walking shoes. 

In general the latest "moda 
Milanese" is pert rather than 
sexy, with a heavy accent on 
sportswear. 

Gone are the tailored city 
suits and elegant coats of 
past seasons. They have 
been replaced by sweatsuits, 
sport jackets, parkas, down 
and duffel coats and loads of 
knitwear from cozy cardi- 
gans, pullovers and sweater- 
dresses to the brand new 
ail-knit jumpsuit 

Colours range from the 
browns and reds of autumn 
leaves to the icy beige, green 
and blue pastel shades of a 
winter landscape. 

Three of the designers who 
showed their new collections 
here in March — Krizia ; Mis- 
soni and Bybfos — are long 
time experts in the field of 
chic sportwear. 

Krizia 

Krizia proposes a soft and 
casual look. Shoulders are 
natural, hemlines brief and 
waistlines loose. 

Jackets tend to be over- 
sized with huge shawl collars, 
rounded hemline and draw- 
string waist. In the coat de- 
partment Krizia offers cozy 
bathrobe coats with silk cord 
monk belts. 

For mountain fun or cold 
city days Krizia offers a series 
of quilted items from long 
down coats and duffel coats 
to pert quilted mini skirts. 

Every season Krizia picks 
specific motifs to adorn her 
pullovers and sweaters. For 
next winter she steals cher- 
ubs from a renaissance paint- 
ing and prints them on her 



A richly embroidered silk dress complete with embroidered 
bead by Italian designer Gianni Versace 


soft cashmere pullovers and 
short sweater-dresses. White 
horses and imperial eagles 
also adorn many of her out- 
fits. 

To dress up her sporty look 
Mariuccia Mandelli, the 
woman behind the Krizia 
label, embroiders gold onto 
lapels, hemlines and cuffs. 

Since last winter, the Italian 
designers have caught on to 
the ecological movement, re- 
placing their once sumptuous 
furs with exquisite look-alikes 
in teddy bear plush. Thus the 
Krizia lady can flaunt her ti- 
ger, leopard or brightiy dyed 
beaver knowing its all in- 
nocuous fluff. 

Missoni 

Missoni has been king of 
Italian knitwear ever since he 
presented his reversible knit 
and quilted jackets in Flor- 
ence several decades ago. 
But his latest collection, en- 
tirely dedicated to Russia, is 
one of the best in many a 
season. 

Beautiful ' reversible coats 
and parkas are knitted in pat- 
terns of Russian folk arc The 
onion towers of Red Square. 


the quaint houses of a Rus- 
sian village, the geometric 
designs of a carpet. 

These patterns are also 
used for the knitted jumpsuits 
and sweat pants, as well as 
for the silk evening outfits. 

Byblos 

Later in the day, Keith Varty 
for Byblos presented his ver- 
sion of the sporty 1990-1991 
winter woman. 

True to his British blood, he 
dresses her in the favourite 
items of his native country- 
side: Riding jackets with vel- 
vet collars, riding breeches 
and blouses complete with 
ascot tie. Lace embroidery 
adds a feminine touch to the 
austere look. 

For languid hours by the 
fire of your favourite ski lodge 
Varty offers heavy knit pullov- 
ers in ivory white with large 
rose patterns and cable knit 
Irish sweaters. 

Speaking of skiing, Varty’s 
new parka with string tie and 
fur trimmed hood in icy beige 
or blue are sure to be a hot 
item on the slopes from 
Aspen to St Moritz. 


Valentino 

Valentino, meanwhile, 
brought out his usual impecc- 
ably-cut outfits, often featur- 
ing a new look in tiny " for - 
tuny" crystal all-over pleating 
in flounced dresses orpalaz- 
zo pants. 

Valentino piled on lots of 
opulence in satin, lace and 
gold-leaf appftques, and the 
whole effect was so rich that 
one observer remarked , 
" You’d have to take a Brink’s 
truck to a party to get there 
safely. " 

Lacroix treading 
water 

Meanwhile, daunted by the 
challenge of the 1990s, many 
fashion designers appear to 
be resting on their laurels and 
uncertain of their future direc- 
tion. 

French designer Christian 
Lacroix’s autumn and winter 
collection, a typically rich pot- 
pourri of fabrics, textures and 
colours, had more than a 
passing resemblance to his 
spring and summer offering 
in October. 

The lines between the sea- 
sons are beginning to blur, 
and so is the divide between 
individually-tailored haute co- 
uture and mass-produced 
ready-to-wear. 

Most of Lacroix's pret-a- 
porter now looks ornate 
enough to have priced itself 
out of the mass market 

Jewelled lassies swung 
from Spanish hats, gold 
shone from necklaces, ear- 
rings, brooches, and boots, 
coloured stones were sewn 
into hats and handbags and 
tweed jackets were woven 
with glitter threads or sewn 
with sparkling designs. 

A velvet jacket with a 
Provencal print was worn 
over highland tartan slacks, 
and shawls and capes were 
lined with " Wild West” fringes 
in a collection the stylist de- 
scribed as suited the nomads 
of modem life. 

Lacroix has lost none of his 
daring feel for colours, suc- 
cessfully combining a bright 
fuschia jacket with a red vel- 
vet hood and rust-coloured 


suede boots. 

But the end result was too 
rich for many tastes and 
some of the strongest outfits 
were the simplest — tight 
black leggings worn under a 
little trapezium jacket in Lac- 
roix’s signature pink or a 
clinging harlequin cat-suit of 
multi-coloured lozenges. 

Montana back in . 
fashion 

Claude Montana scored a 
solid hit this month with his 
ready-to-wear show for win - ' 
ter, putting him right back at 
the top of the fashion big 
leagues after a brief stumble. 

With his trapeze coats, use 
of furs and soft leathers, and 
bright colours, Montana 
soared back as a fashion 
leader after his disappointing 
debut in haute couture tor 
Lanvin in January. 

Looking rather like low- 
keyed ready-to-wear, the 
Lanvin show drew harsh cri- 
ticism from many. But in this 
offering for his own fine, Mon- 
tana proved to be a master. 

The fast-paced show led 
off with a “Sergeant Peppier" 
group of bright yellow and 
red fitted military jackets and 
chain fastenings over fitted 
slim pants. 

He then laid on a group of 
full trapeze-line mini-coats in 
a dressy new stiffened wool- 
faille fabric. These sometimes 
topped miniskirts with match- 
ing bright tights and bootees. 
More often he opted for stir- 
rup-bottomed stretch satin 
fabrics, sometimes stitched 
or seamed up the sides. 

Montana had been 
rumoured to be very depress-, 
ed over reaction to his Lanvin 
show, but with colours like 
mandarin orange, bright yel- 
low, chartreuse and com flow-, 
er blue, it appeared optimism 
had won out 

■* Montana also had a field 
day with his favourite sheared 
minks, burning out parkas, 
trapeze shorties or anoraks in 
the furs. They usually had 
hoods or wide collars, fram- 
ing hooded ribbed knits 
underneath. 

The hooded "canadien- 
nes " are a big trend running 
through all current worldwide 



Lacroix model wears a yeBow embroidered coat as part of bis 
■1990 aatuma-wbter fashion show. 


shows, and no one does 
them better than Montana. 


Sexy, sporty looks 
for winter 

With hooker styles at Ange- 
lo Tarlazzi and wild lamp- 
shade hoop skirts at Thierry 
Mugler, some of the fashion 
shows failed to live up to their 
name — ready to wear. 

But with all the craziness in 
the show for next winter, there 
existed quiet and sporty mo- 
ments at houses tike Cerruti, 
Castelbajac and even Com- 
me des Garcons. 

Rei Kawakubo at Comme 
des Garcons concentrated 
on - drawstring-parka looks 
and bubbly silhouettes. Cou- 
pled with minis or long skirts, 
the bunchy parkas or anoraks 
were often in black, white or 
lame, with the drawstrings all 
over the place. 

Kawakubo’s new discovery 
was "bonded" or unwoven 
fabrics with a tight, shimmery 


quality, sometimes crimped, 
or in gray with a mosaic or 
snakeskin quality. 

They looked appealing in 
shades of brown, gold or 
caramel or springy colours 
tike robin’s-egg blue. And 
'some iridescent velvet y fab- 
rics were striking for dressier 
moments. 

Shapeless tunics, dangling 
extra sleeves and bundling 
in odd places were the usual 
Kawakubo trademarks that 
appeal to her marry fans in 
Japan. 

Yohji Yamamoto went in for 
red and black in a big way 
and offered fun if somewhat 
complicated styles in bi-col- 
oured outfits with petal-like 
skirls under cute fake fur ■ 
wraps, n 

He also used curvy bell 
shapes to advantage in lon- 
ger-skirted models, with 
quilted skirts and sleeves 
paired with fitted bodices. 
The bubbly skirts and tops 
gave it all a “modem-mediev- 
al" look. 


London fashion: 
Short, sporty by 
day and slinky 
by night 


LONDON — The fall fashion 
message from London is 
short, sporty by day and 
slinky by night, with flashes of 
British wit and individuality. 
The mood, however, is uncer- 
tain. 

Top designers Katherine 
Hamnett and John Galliano 
skipped London to show in 
Paris. Two other big names, 
Rifat Ozbek and Jaspar Con- 
ran, opted for videos instead 
of catwalk shows, and fewer 
buyers stopped off in London 
en route from Milan to Paris. 

Nonetheless, there was still 
some of that old wacky mad- 
ness that put London on the 
fashion map. 

Vivienne Westwood, the 
mother of punk garb, capti- 
vated the audience with a 
collection ranging from clas- 
sic tailored tartan suits to 
fake-fur-trimmed bloomers 

worn with old master-print 
corsets. 

A lycra-clad dancing 
troupe dressed as haute cou- 
ture pigs opened the red or 
dead show based on bar- 
nyard characters of country 
life. Bodymap did a vision of 
drag queen club life in their 
sexy sportswear collection. 

Britain’s designers of the 
year, workers for freedom 
duo Richard Nott and Gra- 
ham Fraser, showed a collec- 
tion Nott described as “spare 
feminity, " which featured biki- 
nis over striped body suits, 
one of the key fail looks from 
London. 

London fashion week has 
spread out even further with • 
designers showing ail over 


town and the trade show 
featuring about 250 exhibi- 
tors at the Olympia 2 exhibi- 
tion hail. 

At Olympia, accessories 
from hats to bracelets 
seemed hotter than clothes. 

"I think largely because of 
high interest rates and the 
high cost of living, women 
can’t afford to buy another 
outfit, so they’re buying 
accessories," said Beverley 
Mann, 28. one of the design 
duo of the costume jewelry 
firm Flash Harry. 

Melanie Lazio of Obses- 
sion, another costume jewelry 
firm, said: “London is kind of 
a melting pot for a wide range 
of accessories ranging from 
the weird and wonderful to 
the Channel-type classic." 

Many fashion designers 
said the number of buyers 
was down. 

"It’s much quieter than it 
was last year," said David 
Sassoon of Belville Sassoon - 
Lorcan Muliany, one of Lon- 
don’s top eveningwear desig- 
ners. 

"I think stores everywhere 
are having a hard time, ” he 
■ said. “Where mone/s tight, 
they want selling clothes. 
They don’t want jokes. ... 
They don’t want over-the-top 
things they might have in- 
dulged in previously." 

Benny Ong, another lead- 
ing designer whose soft, sen- 
sual clothes sell international- 
ly, agreed that the economic 
situation was keeping buyers 
away from London. 

“i That’s why Its important at 
.those times when the econo- 



Rifat Ozbek’s disco body suit and bolero 


mic situation is not so hot to 
■go for colour — to pick your- 
self up," he said. "Power 
dressing has also changed to 
something more feminine and 
confident. " 

Edina Ronay, bucking the 
trend with her first catwalk 
show, said her business was 
up and insisted that London 
was " Not going to fail flat on 
its face because two people 
show in Paris." 

Her collection of suits and 
parkas in orange, oehre and 
dive, fur-trimmed and bro- 
cade hooded jackets, and 
skin-tight gold lame' and 
black tops and body suits 
won high marks for weara- 
bility. 

There were plenty of other 
wearable clothes as well. . 

Bruce Oldfield, who de- 
signs many of Princess Di- 
ana's dresses, incorporated 
■the sporty spirit in his 
hooded, printed parkas, luxu- 
rious velvet bodysuits, se- 
quinned sweatshirts and a 


gold sequinned bomber jack- 
et with pants. 

Caroline Charles did a 
“ eurochic " collection featur- 
ing Romanian peasant 
embroideries and folksy 
tapestry and fringing along- 
side her snappy city suits and 
stinky evening dresses. 

Ozbek abandoned his 
summer white for dazzling 
colours — another fall theme 
— in hooded tops, tunics, 
cropped bomber jackets and 
leggings and body suits in 
dazzling sequins, stretch vel- 
vet and gold lame. 

Conran found his inspira- 
tion in "the off-duty ballerina, “ 
with body-hugging catsuits 
topped by cropped leather 
jackets and quilted bronze 
bomber jackets. 

Helen Story, one of the 
up-and-coming young desig- 
ners, had fun with a soccer- 
for-women look, again featur- 
ing hooded bomber jackets 
and soccer shorts with her 
signature fringing. 
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Business 


is bad in 

E. Beirut 

M Tcttr ameroon 

Ratter 

BEIRUT — Staff « La CSgale 
restanzaot' and delicatessen greet 
a c u s tomer with kisses, bugs, 
cats of “thankGod yoo’re safe” 
and a .freo brandy. 

Business u that bad in 
Beirut these days. 

La Ggaie, favoured rendez- 
vous for east Beirut's rich, in- 
fluential or dric, has hit hand! 

tones m coaonoa with the rest of 
the tity since being mauled by 
Lebanon’s inter-Omstian war. 

“We were shut for the first two 
weeks of February because of the 
fighting outside,” says co-owner 
Jospeh Sou Samra. “It was the 
first time we had to dose since La 
Ggaie was established in 1980. 

“This last round of war was by 
far the worst and, this is impor- 
tant, it (fid what 14 years of 
fighting never achieved: It killed 
the hope in people. We are all 
very low. 

“Despair has descended on 
even the officials, businessmen, 
and diplomats who used to pack 
La Cigale at tuoebtime. The res- 
taurant is empty while outside the 
city struggles as it tries to survive. 

“We’re lucky compared to 
most other businesses because 
food is essential for fife,’’ says 
; Boo Samra. “What do people do 
trapped each evening at home? 
They still drink and eat. So they 
buy here. 

But business is very bad — ten 
per cent of what it was before 
lighting started. We are losing 
money, most of our employees 
haven't come to work and we 
cannot get supplies because ports 
are dosed.” 

Imported lobsters, smoked sal- 
mon and hams fie undisturbed in 
the freezers. 

A ceasefire since March 2 he- 
’s tween General Michel Aoon’s 
troops and the Christian 
Lebanese Forces (LF) is violated 
daily. La Cigale, which used to 
open until midnight, closes at 6 
p.m. because gunmen own the 
battered streets. 

Both sides bold frontlines 
across east Beirut, leaving people 
unable to pick up the pieces of 
their lives or even move unless 
tbey risk being trapped in a traffic 
jsm at a checkpoint when fighting 
starts. Few believe die lull wiH 
last 

Boa Samra said two-thirds of 
Mi 80 employees had failed to 
turn up because they were too 
frightened or take three hours to 
*5 reach work as. they lived in areas 
under LF control while La Cigale 
is in a neighbourhood held by the 
army. 

“We wiD pay them all until the 
end of this month if they come to 
collect their money because they 
were not to blame,” Bou Samra 
said. “But after that we consider 
each case individually.’* 

La Ggaie employed the best 
staff. Many have stayed with the 
business since it started. Most 
other workers in east Beirut are 
not being paid because trade is 
paralysed. 

Tuna left out of La Ggaie on 
the shell-pocked highway and you 
reach a frontline roadblocks with- 
in 500 metres. Turn right and it’s 
a six kilometre drive to Dbayeh 
tunnel, blocked by barricades and 
land mines. 

With businesses closed, people 
spend the daylight hours sear- 
. duug for petrol mid food, paying 
with dwindling savings and re- 
mittances from abroad. Rows of 
champagne bottles in La Ggaie 
are untouched even by die rich. 

“No one buys them. Perhaps 
they wifi drink them when the 
war ends. I hope,” says Bou 
Samra. “We haven’t increased 
our. prices as it is old stock.” A 
bottle of French non-vintage 
champagne costs $16. 

Diplomats estimate the LF- 
army war cuased damage worth 
between $500 million and Sll 
hfiHoi] to the Christian enclave. 
More thap 850 people were killed 
aad 2,700 wounded. 

Tens of thousnads of Christians 
bare fled to safer areas. 

fc! Wben you find yourself wait- 
ingfor the next shell, you should 
ksre Lebanon Bou Samra said. 

^ The owners of La Ggaie are 
■* proud fiat it opened daily daring 
six months of shelling between 
f** t sad Muslim west Beirut dur- 
. ®g Anna's “war of liberation” to 
**pd Syrian troops from Leba- 
oqb last year. 

Virtually every bunding has 

■ beta damaged on the street out- 
* _s Mt-^riue of the safest arcus in 

a* Banff. 

“The war of liberation was 

■ nothing, nothing compared to 

Bou Samra said. 

Bou Samra and some staff were 

■ Japped in the shop for days but 
craped daring & morning lull. 

wifl stay,” said Bou Samra. 

' ^here’s still money here. We 
demands for 
Mother's Day and nut out of 
: c *kes-.. Hove tins country. They 
i cirt destroy all our homes. Foot 
> *hat? What are you left • with?” 



Aquaculture — a market with a future 


By EVdyne Sanoanet 

THE STAKES represented by 
aquaculture are so great that one 
day tins form of production might 
experience a world growth on the 
scale of agriculture in the 20th 
century. 

Food resources from the sea 
and other sources of water are 
considerable. But out of about 95 
million tonnes of sea food-re- 
sources gathered in the world 
every year, only 10 percent come 
from aquaculture, with the rest 
resulting from fishing activities. 

The world production has be- 
come diversified. More than 

1.000 species are fished and 
attempts are being made to grow 
more than 50 (with algae, shell- 
fish, crustaceans and fish), but 
fewer than 10 species are really 
domesticated. 

In France, there is a trade 
deficit in food resources from the 
sea. The French consume about a 
millio n tonnes of fish a year, that 
is to say 22 kilos per person, 
which is quite considerable, 

450.000 tonnes are imported 
which is about 8 billion francs’ 
worth, while exports do not ex- 
ceed 2.4 billion. 

This deficit increases every 
year for two reasons: France is 
unable to extract more good qual- 
ity stock from her territorial wa- 
ters (which are already over har- 
vested) and farms. Aquaculture is 
still inadequate. In this area, tire 
prospects for development are 
different according to the species 
considered. 

In the area of shell-fish produc- 
tion; it seems possible to increase 
the market on tire condition of 
improving productivity (with 
shorter cycles) by colonising new 
sites (salt-flats, and deep water 
for oysters), by breeding new 
species (clams and scallops) and 
try having a more modern pre- 
sentation, less dependent on the 
season. 

In the area of sahnomatitare 
(trout, salmon, smelts, etc.), 
France is the top producer of 
trout in the world with about 
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30,000 tonnes a year with a 
majority production of “single 
portion” rainbow trout (200 to 
300 grammes). This production 
comes op against growing inter- 
national competition and a cer- 
tain stagnation on the French 
domestic market. The way to the 
future is through diversification 
(by breeding larger trout 
weighing over a kflo) and trans- 
formation. 

Pisdulture in polls is a very 
ancient tradition. For a long time, 
there was a decline in this sector, 
but today, there are new outlets 
for it, thanks to tire work of 
professionals. The species bred 
are carp, pike, roach, tench and 
perch. Some, of them are used to 
repopulate rivers, others are ex- 
ported or used for consumption 
after transformation. Owing to 
tire area still available (130,000 
existing hectares, only 70,000 of 
which are rationally exploited to- 
day) and the evolution of techni- 


ques (experience of marketing 
carp in the form of ready-made 
dishes), prospects for developing 
pool pisciculture are still con- 
siderable. 

Aquaculture with new species 
is being tried with eels, sturgeon, 
catfish, crayfish, prawns, dams 
and bass and mud) research is 
being carried out on the condi- 
tions of breeding them extensibe- 
ly and producing them on an 
industrial scale. 

The development of aquacul- 
ture is not only an economic asset 
for reducing the amount of 
crustaceans, fresh or frozen sal- 
mon, frogs, crayfish and pike 
imported into France. It is also 
the only means of giving value to 
the numerous pods and reser- 
voirs. 

Aquaculture is also an original 
an irreplaceable means of giving 
value to certain underprivileged 
agricultural areas, particularly 
wetlands. By contributing to di- 


versifying traditional agricultural 
products, or even to giving agri- 
cultural workers a new career, 
aquaculture is a capital stake in 
the reorganisation of rural areas. 

Aquacultnral resources and en- 
vironments can be transformed so 
as to make them more efficient, 
for tire community, on the condi- 
tion of studying and solving the 
constraints imposed by the de- 
velopment of this form of produc- 
tion, whether they be economic 
(with a better organisation of the 
whole sector), ecological (with 
the respect of the fragile and 
complex aquatic ecosystems), 
technological (with the improve- 
ment of the conditions of ex- 
ploitation and transformation) or 
social (with competition from 
nnmerous activities in order to 
make use of space). 

All these conditions together 
give good prospects for the de- 
velopment of French aquaculture 
(L’Actnalite en France). 


Rajneesh 
is dead, 
but his 
sex sect 
lives on 

By Moses Manoharan 
Renter 

POONA, India — Their God is 
dead, bat followers of Bhagwan 
Rajneesh still flock to his com- 
mune in western India in pursuit 
of a lifestyle preached by a man 
who was called both sex guru and 
enlightened master. 

Gad in maroon robes, disci- 
ples, or sanyasins, of the bhag- 
wan, which means God in Hindi, 
guard the imposing gates of tire 
sprawling Osho Commune Inter- 
national in Poona, near Bombay. 

“We need an AIDS (acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome) 
certificate before yon can enter. 
But don’t worry, we can fix that,” 
says Rajneesh sanyasin Ma 
Pragya. 

Pragya, who like other disci- 
ples was given a new name at an 
initiation ceremony, escorts a 
visitor to a commune dink where 
a doctor hugs and kisses a patient 
while treating her. 

“He (Rajneesh) said sex was a 
natural phenomenon. People hug 
and loss all the time here. Some- 
times if s physical sex, or pure 
love. It’s no big deal, but people 
labelled him a sex guru,” said 
Pragya, an Indian. 

The commune, or ashram, 
bouses 7,000 people from all 
parts of the world at any given 
time. 

Two are from the Soviet Un- 
ion. One said she was from 
lisichansk in the Ukraine. Her 
translator is Ma Jivan Mada, an 
architect who left Soviet Armenia 
in 1976 for Canada. 

“I see true communism here in 
tins commune where there is no 
suppression of the individual,” 
Mada said. 

Rajneesh’s views on tire ideal 
commune are practised at the 
ashram, where he started the sect 
in 1974 and provoked people with 
irreverent attacks on religious fi- 
gures and politicians. 

Rumours of sexual orgies and 
drag-taking grew as his commune 
'swelled with' European and 
American youths who came East 
on the hippie trad. 

Fuelling the rumours were Ra- 
jneesh’s views that marriage was 
an outdated concept and foot 
established religions glorified suf- 
fering and made man feel guilty if 
he pursued material luxuries. He 
had 9? Rolls Royces and masses 
of jewels. 

“In the new world to which I 
have dedicated my whole life, 
there should be no marriage, only 
lovers. Whether one is man or 
woman, everybody needs change 
at least once in a while,” sard 
Rajneesh m one lecture. 

A German photographer visit- 
ing the ashram said Rajneesh 
attracted disciples by evolving a 
philosophy that propagated a mix 
of Eastern spiritual values and 
Western material luxuries. 

“Hippiedom was dead by the 
time Rajneesh came about and 
youths were searching for an 
alternative that could appeal to 
their intellect more,” the photo- 
grapher said. 

Every evening comes a major 
event of the commune’s day, a 
Rajneesh discourse. 


Rands Habib’s 
Corner 


Big brother is alive 
and kicking 

THE parttemestary debate on what to do about tire leak and 
pobfication of secret session ddBxrafkms last week was tike 
playing squash with a dish of scrambled eggs. Most of the egg was 
splattered on the facade of gnr so-caHed democratic experiment. 

No less that 31 deputies voted to send joaraafists to tike 
prosecutor general to teach them a lesson on bow to respect secrets. 
Perhaps in the quiet of the prison cdb they would learn that, next 
toe, should leave it to big brother (the House) to decide what 
people should and should not know about what goes on in the 
annoy. Who aid Us brother fe dead? He Is reincarnated in the 
share of 31 Jordanian parfiamasterians who had a ball on Monday 
playing squash with a dhh of scrambled eggs. 

In putting oar Jordanian boose in order, it seems we have 
forgotten the kitchen where sane of onr chefs have not yet l ea rned 
the democratic notion tot people have the right to eat what they 
Ore, the way they Hke it and whenever they tike it, and eertafady at 
the rcstaarant they Be tf theft kitchen is playing hide and seek 
with theft favourite ueaL 

Perh ap s we are befaig too harsh on onr represe ntat ives. It brings 
to rated something Norman Shrapnel said in 1982 about Britain’s 
parih m enfc “The essentially feminine role of par liam e n t in the 
constitutional process does ind eed pot one in- the mind of the 
traditional wife to a male (or government) dominated national 
household. What the master says goes. Parliament may advise, 
complain, critidse, protest, (May, aag, scream its head off. But It 
dote what if s toU to the end.” 


Arar: Row can end soon 

(Continued from page 1) 


now become the source of all power. 
Furthermore, the law has divided the 
country’s authorities into three cate- 
gories: 

The legislative authority (Parlia- 
ment) comprising el e c t ed representa- 
tives of the people who assume the 
task of enacting laws that would 
ensure public freedoms; 

The second authority (the execu- 
tive authority) assumes the task of 
managing various utilities and coor- 
dinates work among various groups 
and applies all laws and legislation. It 
is responsible for ensuring people’s 
rights. 

The third authority (the jwfidal 
authority) is entrusted with applying 
the law and preventing any violations 
and deterring those who try to violate 
the laws. 

These are the only three authorities 
that are provided for by the laws of all 
countries of the world. Where did the 
fourth authority come from? 

Indeed, the fourth estate or author- 
ity originated with British conserva- 
tive politicians at a time when demo- 
cracy was being developed in Britain 
during the 19th century. 

This concept emerged when there 
was a sur ge of street mobs in Britain, 
with demo ns tr a tors demanding their 
rights that were denied to the masses, 
and freedom from die h e gem on y of 
mooginanrtB tluxiu^ the w~ 
dustrial revolution. One erf the British 
fords who had noted the effects of the 
press on public opinion had described 
the press as the “fourth estate." That 
lord bad meant that the media had 
great influence on the mow, trans- 
forming its power into a force to 
e xer ci s e p r e ssur e on the three author- 
ities in the country. Indeed, the 
fourth estate is not the press but 
rather the masses which were ex- 
ploited by the press that used to serve 
as the only means of influence on the 
public. The “masses estate” or the 
“ fou rth estate” later came to be 
called “public opinion." But the press 
b not the roly means in our modem 
age that can influence the masses. 

Indeed, as (Egyptian writer) Hasa- 
nem Hajfcal has said, television has 


assumed the dominant role, affecting 
and influencing the masses, followed 
by radio which can reach areas where 
newspapers do not reach. 

Therefore, as Haikal has said, the 
fourth estate, which is the masses, has 
more than the press to exp r ess its 
views. I must emphasise that there 
can be no responsibility without au- 
thority and no authority without re- 
sponsibility... 

One of the foremost essential rights 
required to guarantee dialogue is to 
have the right to commit errors. 
Having accepted this dogma, bow can 
we question people about their 
deeds? How can we ask people to 
account for what they bad done? And 
who should demand that such account 
be given? 

If we let things go unchecked, leave 
enthusiasm to run high and people to 
express their reactions as tbey wish 
and be carried away with their feel- 
ings and desires, allow those who 
possess the power to publish things 
the right to slander or praise others at 
will and allow the rest of the journal- 
ists to join in the slanderous attacks 
and insults, or scorn, then all voices 
will be silenced either out of fear of 
being attacked by the press or in hope 
Of winning favour. 

If we allow ourselves to be carried 
away with continual dialogue and feel 
that we are abrogating the same laws 
which Parliament should protect, 
then we will aO fail in our duty and 
wfll be committing a terrible blunder. 

Therefore, it is advisable for all of 
us to admit our mistakes and reveal 
die facts to the public. I do realise 
that you and A1 Ra’i had never 
monopolised what is right because the 
press can also make mistakes. Free 
dialogue which has lor long been 
upheld by Al Ra’i should now in- 
volved A1 Ra’i newspaper which com- 
mits mistakes half the time. 

I ex pr ess my appreciation for you 
and my confidence in the role of the 
pre s s in onr country, and the role of 
Al Ra’i newspaper in supporting it., 
and I hope pride wfll not stand in our 
way where there is no problem if we 
want to bury our rift before it is 
aggravates and if we mean to protect 
the demooatisatiro process and not 
to abuse it. 


Missionary shot dead 


(Conttoned from page 1) 

Robinson's activities after villa- 
gers’ complaint that he was bond- 
ing a settlement. A Foreign 
Ministry official told Renters loc- 
al officials were told four days 
ago to deport the missionary. 

Robinson came to Lebanon as 
an evangelical missionary in 1983 
and had stayed despite repeated 
urging from diplomats to leave 
for Iris own safety. 

Backed by funds from Christ- 


ian fundamentalists in the United 
States and elsewhere, be took 
over an abandoned public school 
compound and set up a home for 
handicapped children at the vil- 
lage. 

Villagers started a media cam- 
paign to prevent him from buying 
more public land ostensibly to 
provide shelter for the elderly. 
The villagers said he wanted to 
create a settlement for op to 200 
Jewish immigrants. 



For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIS A.4H.4R & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharai Street 
Shmeisuni 
P O Box 78U6 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel 6(Wn7t», 604696 
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Th eResmcyPatace Ho ld 

Daily Ramadan Mar 
Buffet 
at Swimming Pool 

AL ALALH 

Roof Top Restaurant 

JD 7.080 for adults 
JD £500 for children 
For reservation 
call 660000-15. 


LOOKING 
FORA PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 
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The first A be*t 
Chinese Restaurant 
hi Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman, near 
AhUyyah Gins School 

fetowrtyk intoila 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-MhJnight 

TeL 63996$ 




MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

■The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese flaming pot is available 

toimvMstoUB 

Open daily I 2 AO - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

Tel: 661922 / 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 010214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

i 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

\ 

Professional ‘Quality in 
2'Hoor Servkh 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

* JUMBO photo 
s£zm 30% (ary er 

* From oaiarpo- 
ment 20 x 36 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


IIAPOTRL 

|UJ<|I|IS 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P-O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 

Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Exoatriatesand 

_ Businessmen 


ILUNCH& DINNER / 

iiniiim • X 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Takeaway service 
available 

Open Daily 12£0-3£0 pm 
7.30-11,30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotelj 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:6595l9 659520 


Omani Fish Restaurant 

Abdoan-Jortan Super mart e e t Buffeting 


Amman's No. t Rsft Rastaorant 
-Assorted Rah, Lob s ter. SbrtapsJ 


s mar ts 

- Op oo rt s tly toiB ttto -oaSqrciocfcJ 

For RonrvatkMi and Taka away 
Tab 624077 
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ACP countries lambast EC 



NEW YORK (R) — Financial 
markets are now being driven 
more by international events and 
market forces themselves than by 
the undertying pace of economic 
growth, economists say. 

“The globalisation of markets 
means it is more difficult for a 
country to conduct monetary 
policy independent of the rest erf 
the world,” said Norman Robert- 
son of Mellon Bank in Pittsburgh. 

The traditionally strong link 
between the markets and national 
economies has grown more 
tenuous as electronic trading has 
proli fera ted and die number and 
types of securities traded globally 
have grown. 

Economist Lester Thurow of 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology said 1988, “the fas- 
test year of economic growth 
during the decade,” was-only one 
year after “the most severe stock 
market crash since 1929.” 

Yet three years ago, many eco- 
nomists predicted that die 1987 
world stock market crash would 
herald another Great Depression 
m the United States. 


In another example, gold, long 
viewed as a hedge against infla- 
tion and a safe haven in times of 
world political turmoil, plunged 
to its lowest level in six months 
Monday but not because of any 
change in the inflation outlook 
and despite tension .in the Soviet 
republic of Lithuania. 

The key to that event was that 
wealthy Middle Eastern investors 
dumped their holdings. 

Overseas, a severe 20 per cent 
plunge in the Tokyo stock market 
this year has been viewed as a 
result of an overpriced and spe- 
culative market rather than any 
fundamental weakness in the 
world’s second-largest economy. 

“We could have a crash in 
Japan’s stock market without ma- 
jor deleterious effects in other 
economies," said Charles Schult- 
ze, senior fellow at the Brookings 
institution. 

The loose links between the 
markets and the economy have 
been replaced by other more 
subtle forces that could actually 
hurt the economy in the long run. 


Concern about inflation in both 
West Germany and Japan sent 
interest rates in those countries 
up sharply, and the U.S. markets 
have reacted by raising rates by 
nearly half a point this year to 
about 8-5 per cent to attract 
investment flows into the United 
States. 

"The runup in U.S. rates is 
largely a knee jerk reaction to the 
runup overseas," said Elliott 
Platt, chief economist of Donald- 
son, Lufkin and Jenrette Secur- 
ities Corp. 

The move could hamper U.S. 
growth. Higher interest rates 
make lending more expensive fen* 
companies and increase the cost 
of financing die huge U.S. budget 
deficit. 

If present interest rate levels 
are sustained, economists said, 
consumer confidence could 
slump, housing could contract 
and the troubled manufacturing 
sector could face more pressure. 

International events over 
which the United States has little 
control could make it tougher for 


the Federal Reserve, die U.S. 
central bank, to guide the eco- 
nomy in a direction of slow 
growth and low inflation. 

Alfred Kahn, economics pro- 
fessor emeritus at Cornell Uni- 
versity, said he was frightened at 
the lack of U.S. control over its 
monetary policy, which stems 
from the need to draw in the 
investment funds. 

Although rising interest rates 
may be harmful in the long run to 
the economy, the market changes 
often occur so quickly that they 
are reversed before the economy 
suffers. 

“There is a tendency to ex- 
aggerate the extent to which 
movements of interest rates im- 
pact the real economy,” said Mel- 
lon: Bank chief economist 
Robertson. 

Tm not saying that interest 
rates ‘have no impact on credit 
sensitive sectors of the economy. 
But.... a quarter-point rise in 
interest rates every three to four 
months does not have a very 
significant impact." 


SUVA, Fiji (R) — Developing 
countries Wednesday lambasted 
the European Community (EC) 
for taking years to hand out cash 
promised under the Lome aid and 
trade pact. 

“The current administrative 
system is so cumbersome and 
archaic and time-consuming that 
it defeats die very purpose for 
which it is intended,” Fijian 
Prime Minister Kamisese Mara 
said in opening remarks to a 
two-day meeting of ministers 
from the EC and 68 African, 
Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 
states. 

“Aid delayed is aid denied,” he 
said. 

Top officials from the two 
sides, meeting for the first time 
since they signed the current 
Lome IV Convention last De- 
cember, earlier watched local 
dances and drank a cup of kava, 
Fiji’s national drink, at a tradi- 
tional welcoming ceremony. 


Both the EC and ACP states 
have criticised what they see as 
long-winded, bureaucratic proce- 
dures by which aid projects are 
proposed, approved land financed 
under the convention, which is 
named for the capital of Togo, 
the West African nation where 
the first pact was signed. 

Mara said most aid donors took 
less than a year to come up with 
cash, whiie the Commnnity some- 
times took four times as long- He 

proposed setting up a joint EC- 
ACP body to find ways to stream- 
line the disbursement process. 

When the third Lome pact, 
which came into effect in 1985, 
expired in February only 19 per 
cent of the 8.5 bfifion European 
Currency Units ($10.2 biDian) 
committed by the EC had actual- 
ly been paid out. 

Lome IV gives the Third World 
nations, many of them former 
European colonies, 12 billion 


European Currency Units 
(ECUs) (some $14.4 bflfion) of 
rid and loam on easy terms over 
five years as weS as a range of 
trade concessions. 

Bid the ACP had asked for 
t h ree faflSoa ECUs ($3.6 bflfiOQ), 
nyw- and better tmerM to 

the C ommnni ty for its agricultu- 
ral exports. 

“The Lome conventions, per 
se, have not been able so for to 
acco mm odate the fun expecta- 
tions of die African, C arib b ean 
mid Pacific group of countries,” 
Mara sakL 

“We of the group fed that the 
EChasnot been as responsive to 
our needs as they ooold be,” he 
noted. _ 

Surinam’s minister of economic 
a ffairs, WUfiam Grep, who chairs 
the ACP side, expressed the 
group's continuing concern that 
e con o m ic and political reforms in 
Eastern Europe would drain re- 


sources sway from the developing 

world. 

“When we see an Western 
European private inv estme nt 
flows going *0 (East Europe), 
while your investments ra our 
states are on tbe decline, we art 
bound to harbour seme dis- 
quiet ” he said. • 

iri<h state Minister Sean Canc- 
ary sought to reassure the ACP 
saying the EC member 
states were determined to streng- 
then their c oop eration with the 
Third Work!. 

“Our relations with Eastern 
and Central Europe and with 
developing countries are com- 
plementary and not mutually ex- 
clusive; supportive and not com- 
petitive,” be said. 

Nor would the creation of the 
EC's single barrier-free internal 
market by the end of 1992 lead to 
a watering down of the EC’s aid 
commi t m ents, he said. 


Tanzania set to introduce reforms 


Namib ia discards socialist r@©ts 


WINDHOEK, Namibia (AP) — impressed with the development 
The leaders of the new country of in many parts of the country, 
Namibia, avowed socialists dor- especially Windhoek, said Rainer 
mg their long exile, are now Ritter, a private economist. They 
looking to businessmen and fore- were coming from poor (African) 
i gn investors to help develop the countries, and they didn't want 
nation. Namibia to go the same way. 

The week-old government says A senior South African official, 
it has learned from the mistakes who requested anonymity, said 
of Africa's sodalist-oriented eco- SWAPO leaders revised their 
■ Domies, which have failed even economic policies after Western 
more dramatically than those in nations said they would not pro- 
Eastern Europe. vide aid to a sodalist-oriented 

President Sam Nujotna, in a economy, 
major economic speech one week The Soviets and former East 

ago on independence day, did not Bloc nations, the main backers of 

make a single reference to soda!- SWAPO during its war against 

ism and promised a dynamic role South African rule, bad no- 

for the private sector. money to give. 

“We are committed to a mixed Ali the Southern African na- 
economy,” said Nujoma. “We tions that have relied on state 

look forward to a good part- control of the economy — Ango- 

nership between the state and the la, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Tanzania 

private sector.” and Mozambique — have suf- 

Less than a year ago, Nujoma fered economic declines or fallen 
and other members of his South far short of their potential. AH 
West Africa Peoples Organisa- now are making at least limited 
turn, or SWAPO, were returning attempts to restructure their eco- 
from exile and declaring their nomies. 
belief in the moral superiority of The one black-ruled capitalist 
soaahsm over capitalism. country in theregiou, Botswana. 

But as independence from has one of tire highest growth 
Sooth Africa neared, the rhetoric rates in the world and often is 
changed. cited by economists as a model 

I think tiie leaders were quite for development. 

AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, March 28, 199® 

Central Bank ofiSrial rates 

Boy Scfi French franc 1163 117.0 

U.S. doBar 670.0 674.0 1001 Sfj 

Found Sterling 10M.7 10933 

4413 443*9 Wtoo Bra (for 109) 533 S3.6 

swin tranc 44, 3 Belgian Crane (for JO) 190.9 192.0 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6260/70 

1.1760/70 

1.7130/37 

1.9310/20 

1.5195/5205 

35.39/44 

5.7590/7640 

1258/1259 

158.52/62 

6.1665/1715 

6.6065/6115 

6.5235/85 

372.75/373.75 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscfaemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORMS STOCK MARKETS 

TOKYO — The troubled yen, which slipped below 158 to the 
dollar, and retreating bond prices depressed share prices but they 
dosed off their lows in rocky trading. The key Nikkei index 
toppled 56239 points, or 1.77 per cent, to 31.263-57. 

SYDNEY — The market closed almost steady in extremely listless 
trade. The All Ordinaries Index finished 0.8 of a point off at 
1,557.9 after trading in only a six-point range throughout the day. 

BONG KONG — A buying surge that drove the Hang Seng index 
above 3,000 tailed off and the index sagged 20.15 to end at 
2,990.70. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices ended weaker on a broad front but 
were off their lows on lower turnover. Die Straits Times 
Industrial Index foil 1.96 to 1,605.16. 

BOMBAY — Share prices rose broadly on expectations of good 
company results for the financial year ending March 31. The 
Bombay Stock Exchange Index rose 8.97 points to 770.30. 

FRANKFURT — Shares reversed losses to end slightly higher as 
buyers returned to the market to pick op shares at lower price 
levels. The Dax index was 3.26 points up at 1,928.60- 

ZURXCH — Late buying by institutional investors pulled the SPI 
index up to 1,067.1, a gain of 0.5 of a point. 

PARIS — Prices ended slightly lower in a featureless market, with 
most investors sidelined. The CAC-40 index ended 6-63 down at 
1,939.33. 

LONDON — Shares dosed below the day's highs, with business 
dwindling to a trickle towards the finish. Thin volume and lack of 
real demand confined trading to a narrow range throughout the 
session. The FTSE Index dosed at 2,275.0, np 8.8. 

NEW YORK — A new drop in Tokyo stocks added to market 
uncertainty in morning trading. Blue drips vacillated between 
small losses and small gains. The Dow was almost unchanged at 
2,737. - 


Nujoma and his cabinet, made 
up mostly of ex-guerrilla leaders 
with no experience in managing 
an economy, stress that the skills 
and money of white businessmen 
and foreign investors are essential 
in building Namibia. 

Nujoma has named two white 
businessmen, Otto Herrigel and 
Gert Hanekom, as his ministers 
of finance and agriculture. 

On independence day, the gov- 
ernment announced an agree- 
ment with the British firm Lon- 
xtaotobufld a $150 million sugar 
refinery that could create 4,000 
jobs in a country where the un- 
employment rate is more than 30 
per cent. 

The huge, arid nation boosts 
profitable mining, fishing and 
farming industries and one of the 
£est economic bases in Africa, 
much of it built with money from 
South Africa, which ruled Nam: 
bia for 75 years. 

Namibia’s annual per capita 
income tops $1,000. a figure only 
a handful of Africa’s more than 
SO nations have reached. 

However, the wealth is dis- 
proportionately controlled by 


GNP 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. economy posted a 1.1 per 
cent gain from October through 
December, the slimmest quarter- 
ly advance in three yean, helping 
slow the increase of goods and 
services to just t hree per cent in 
1989, the government said 
Wednesda y . 

The Commerce Department's 
final revision of its fourth-quarter 
Gross National Product (GNP) 
was up slightly from the 0.9 per 
cent gain in its estimate last 
month. The department’s initial 
estimate in January was 0.5 per 
cent. 

It followed increases of 3.7 per 
cent in the first quarter, 2.5 per 
cent in the second and three per 
cent in the third. 

The three per cent gain for all 
of 1989 was the smallest since a 
2.7 per cent advance in 1986 and 
followed increases of 4.4 per cent 
in 1988 and 3.7 per cent in 1987. 

A consensus of economists had 
indicated in advance of the latest 


whites, who account for just 
75,000 of the country’s 1.3 million 
people. SWAPO estimates that 
whites own about two-thirds of 
private property and earn about 
10 times as much as blacks on 
average. 

The most presang economic 
task for the government will to be 
meet rising black expectations 
without alienating whites, who 
can move to neighbouring South 
Africa. 

Tbe Namibian government is 
faring a deficit of almost $200 
mil'.ion on this year’s budget of 
about 590C million. Hie foreign 
debt is more than 5300 million, 
restively modest compared to 
mos-. nations on the heavily inde- 
bted routiner.:. 

So far, Namibia’s leading aid 
donors have been West Ger- 
many, which has agreed to give 
S59 ndlticn and Britain, which 
will give $16 million. 

South Africa has cut assistance 
to Namibia after steadily reduc- 
ing its aid in recent years, but 
South African President F.W. De 
Klerk said trade talks and other 
ties wili remain strong. 


DAR ES SALAAM (R) — Tan- 
zania is set to introduce more 
liberal investment laws aimed at 
revitalising the country's stagnant 
economy, despite opposition 
from some socialist hardliners. 

A new investment code, giving 
foreign and local investors new 
tax incentives and guarantees on 
their investments, has already 
been approved by the ruling Cha- 
ma Cha Mapinduzi Party. It is 
due to go before Tanzania’s one- 
party parliament in April. 

Former president Julius Nye- 
rere frowned on capitalism and 
for 23 years endeavoured to stifle 
private enterprise and build a 
socialist economy'. 

His more pragmatic successor. 
Ah Hassan Mwinyi, is now crying 
to rerive private investment as 
part of a new strategy of liberalis- 
ing the economy to promote fas- 
ter growth. 

“The government deliberately 
wishes to entice private and pub- 
lic investors of focal and foreign 
origin to take a more active role 
in promoting the development of 
our national economy,” the gov- 
ernment said in a' statement 
announcing the new investment 
code. 

The priority areas for private 
investment include agriculture, 
mining, manufacturing, transport 
and tourism. 

The government will set up a 
one-stop investment promotion 
centre to eliminate the nightmare 


of red tape which would-be inves- 
tors have faced in the past 

And many of the present laws 
on investment, taxation and 
licensing wiD be amended or 
repealed. 

The economic reforms im- 
plemented by Mwinyi since be 
came to power in 1985 have been 
backed by loans from the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
World Bank and generous sup- 
port from Western donors. 

The government said the new 
investment policy aims to im- 
prove on the poor investment 
growth rates which it blamed in 
large measure for “unpre- 
cedented economic difficulties” 
since the late 1970s. 

“Total capital investment in 
real terms increased by 25.6 per 
cent between 1973 and 1981, then 
registered negative growth of 1.4 
per cent between 1977 and 1981 
and then rose by only 19 per cent 
between 1981 and 1985,” the 
government statement said. 

It said Tanzania planned to 
improve legal protection for in- 
vestors by joining the Interna- 
tiona] Centre for the Settlement 
of Investment Disputes and die 
Multilateral Investments Guaran- 
tee Agency, both World Bank 
agencies. 

Benefits would also be offered 
in the form of tax holidays on new 
investments and favourable 
schemes on personal income tax. 


,®s 3% in U.S. 


report that fourth-quarter growth 
would remain at 0.9 per cent. 

Many analysts, however, be- 
lieve that while the pace of eco- 
nomic growth rose further during 
the current quarter, partly be- 
cause of weather-related factors, 
it will not bounce back in 1990 to 
the levels experienced during 
much of the 1980s. 

Is fact, the latest consensus of 
top economists projects a 1.7 per 
cent growth forecast for this year. 
That would be tbe poorest per- 
formance since economic activity 
declined 2_5 per cent in 1982 
daring the last recession. 

The fourth quarter’s 1.1 per 
cent gain was the lowest si ace a 
0.8 per cent advance in the third 
quarter of 1986. 

An inflation index tied to the 
GNP rose at an annual rate of 4.5 
per cent last year, tbe Commerce 
Department said, the same as ns 
estimate last month. 

The various changes left the 
GN? expanding in the fourth 


quarter at a seasonally adjusted 
annual rate of $4.17 trillion. 

The department attributed the 
final revision to an increase in 
final sales, which offset a de- 
crease in die amount of inventor- 
ies. 

The biggest drag on the eco- 
nomy in die fourth quarter was 
durable goods, which declined 14 
per cent. 

Other areas of weakness in- 
cluded capital spending and hous- 
ing construction. 

Exports, on the other hand, 
jumped 9.4 per cent in die fourth 
quarter, while imports rose just 
2.2 per cent. 

In a companion report , the 
department said after-tax profits 
of U.S. corporations rose 2.8 per 
cent in the fourth quarter. 

Corporate profits fcfl during 
each of the other quarters of 1989 
— 1.1 per cent in the first, 7.2 per 
cent in tbe second and 5.4 per 
cent in tbe third. 

The economy grew more than 


three per cent during each of the 
years since the 1981-1982 reces- 
sion except when it slowed to a 
2.7 per cent gam in 1986. 

But even moderate growth re- 
lieves recessionary fears that 
some felt late in 1989 as the 
economy slowed as a result of 
high interest-rate policies of the 
Federal Reserve as it sought to 
stem inflation. 

David Wyss, chief financial 
economist for Dri-McGraw-ffill, 
a Lexington, Massachusetts, 
forecasting organisation, said he 
is looking for 1.5 per cent grow th 
during the current January- 
March period, “winch still » pret- 
ty weak by norma] standards, but 
it doesn’t look like we're headed 
for a recess io n.” 

A recession usually is defined 
as two consecutive quarterly de- 
clines in tbe GNP. The last de- 
cline was a one-quarter, 1JB per 
cent drop in the second quarter of 
1986, after winch the economy 
resumed growth. 


HOROSCOPE 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 
FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MARCH 29, 1990 FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MARCH 30, 1990 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
day to be very very social — when 
your idealism and imaginative 
qualities can be placed in a channel 
teat will greatly please those with 
whom you are am genial and who 
look to you for support. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Gee 
an early start for doing those things 
you want to bring more of tbe 
ooudhious you want at your resi- 
dence, then relax and enjoy the 
results. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can get off important mes- 
sages and especially to neighbours 
and family so get busy, do so right 
after breakfast, then avoid tift with 
one of your kin. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 22) A 
money matter has the chance to bs 
easily settled or arranged before 
hmefa after which study new ways 
by which lo gain an abundance and 
to spare. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can pursue that rain- 
bow wish that means so much to 
you and have good chances to get 
it and later its not a good time io 
take any chances 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have the energy and virion to think 
out quietly a course to bring you 
desired benefit s , so concentrate on 
this. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A friend of a romantic turn of 
uuod can indicate to you how you 


can have more happiness with 
attachment, so take rise welcomed 
advise. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Get busy early in handling 
those vocational or other outside 
agreements which are expected of, 
or that you have agreed to do. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Consider wcQ every aspect 
and phase of any aew arrangement 
you have in mind and expand it so 
it can bring larger results than yon 
anticipated. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) The? is the time to 
get right at whatever of a business 
nature is at your fingertips and 
sweep through the day achieving 
practical results. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatever you nave ia 
nried of a partnership nature can 
be made to work if you early have 
a frank and weil rounded conversa- 
tion with such persons. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Put more enthusiasm into 
whatever tasks face you and then 
they w31 continue through the day 
and evening without otherwise 
possible hitch. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Seek out the persons with 
whom you wish to have some 
recreation or entertainment 
whether by pboce or personal visit 
and get their approval for the trip. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
day when your deep desire for 
some spiritual or religious convic- 
tion is strongly activated. Consult- 
ing with experts’ points you in tbe 
right direction but the first stop 
won’t be easy. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Be 

off early to whatever you can do to 
extend your interests both in per- 
sonal contacts and in discussions 
while in tbe evening happiness 

should be yours at home. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

Look at your p rope rty and posses- 
sions and see what can be done to 
improve diem daring tbe daytime 
whBe Untight visit netghboora, km, 
comrades. 

GEMXNb (May 21 to June 21) You 
have considerable charm which 
you can use to please good friends 
but in tbe evening think bow you 
can be helpful in more practical 
tines. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Do whatever will bring 
one of whom you are very fond 
some of that persons hearts de- 
sires, then you can be off, show 
affection for good friends. 

UKU (July 22 u> August 21) Get 
several interesting acquaintances 
together so friendships can develop 
today white tonight get off alone 
and be romantic with your mate. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) There have been some influen- 


tial persons who have been helpful 
to you and this is the day to show 
your appreciation even though just 
by a phone call. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) A newcomer or whom yon are 
fond, want farther contact needs » 
be assured of your in te rest so give 
it today and tonight show respect 
for a bigwig. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) One who has been helpful 
to you in a business matter would 
value hearing from you and bow aS 
worked out while in the evening 
show you Eke a stranger of charac- 
ter. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) An wwnrittr who 
gives you valuable suggestions ab^ 
out worldly matters is awai t in g 
some evidence of your gra t itude . 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Tty to contact a friend' 
and let your wishes for greater 
accordingly the fatnre be driatite 

fy known; while taler do same with 
as emotional associate. 


A QUARTOS: (January 21 to Febro- 
aiy IS) Playmates who have joined 
in your re cr e ati o ta with yon would 
be de fi g hteri if yon show some 
special interest in them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Don’t take your finnffy so ranch 
for granted but Oft np their spirit 
by teflrag them bow ranch you 
care. 


indirect taxes and withholding 
taxes on dividends. 

The statement said that to be- 
gin with priority ■ would be given 
to investments which boost ex- 
port earnings, die transfer of 
technology or reduce im po r ts. 

Diplomats said Tanzania had 
so far been slow to implement 
economic r efo rms and they pre- 
dicted that it would take some 


time to put the new investment 
policy in place. 

They abo pointed to severe 
infrastructure problems, such as 
bad roadh and unrefiable power 
supplies, winch were likely to 
deter potential investors. 

“It’s a step in the right direc- 
tion hot it could be a long while 
before we see any results,” one 
diplomat ' said. 


THE Daily Crossword * 


HtaMn Xmwuntiy 


ACROSS 
1 Apportion 
5 Pitching merer 
9 Mex. food 

13 Inter — 

14 "1 don’t 
remember I 


15 Papal garb 

16 Woes 

17 Taunt 

18 of Two 
Cttfes H 

19 Gradually 

22 Certainty! 

23 Lamb 

24 Normandy 
town 

25 Commercials 

28 War ploys 

29 Final 
32 8picad 

beverage 


pm mama am am 

9BH 3MB 9HH 

am anijmi 
aHHRMHHmM 
ail ■■■■] 

I an I 
Uaaa aaaiil 
■■■■lamul 
■■■ a w al 
iiiaii 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


e ms *r spm*. me 


By Harris 

HAP&ei'Zo I 


MlIie 

I need some quick tax deductions! 
How fast can you have 
quintuplets?" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
(mJ ly WA/ PiJ ly W| «i by Henri Arnold and Bob Leo 

Unetamte these fow Jumbles, fH 1 1 "N 

one tetter to each square, to form 
tour onfinary words. 

Hthilg I n\ 




W&LOG 


BOBING 


ENNOIT 


Answer, more 


• WHAT SOME 
6 VENIN6 PRESSES 
ARE. 


ttow arrange the <*ded Mtera to 
form ttm surprise answer, as sun- 
floated by the above cwtoon. 


THAN 


(Answers tomorrow? 

YnntiWHr/1 ( *"*** HBZY WMAN AVOWW. DROPSY 
Answer What that buffet dtoner was sort of— 
-LAP-HAZARD- 
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Steeb, Cane face nerve 
tests in Davis Cup 


LONDO N (R) — Continents 
apartbmraritta by determina- 
tion, Carf-Uwe Steeb and 
Paolo Cane have everything to 
prove in tbe second round of 
the Davis Cop this weekend. 

Without the pillar of Boris 
■Becker, it is Steeb who most 
guide cap boldest West Ger- 
many through a tricky away tie 

against Argentina. 

A day coral — the favou ri t e 
surface of tbe South Amer- 
icans — and the frenzied and 
noisy participation of the 
Buenos Aires ternik fans, are 
two obstacles whach Steeb m™*r 
negotiate if be is to fore up to 
bis promise tbe team can 
succeed even without Becker. 

Tbe Wimbledon and U.S. 
Open ch ampion , stalwart of 
tie West German camp ai gn 


for five years and architect of 
fbetr two successive victories 
in the final, is taking time off 
to concentrate on his dream of 
becoming world number one. 

Bnt despite dropping out of 
the cap, Becker’s plans have 
already suffered a setback. 
Stefan Edberg overtook him 
for tbe number two spot by 
reaching the final of the inter- 
national players’ cham- 
pionships last Sunday. 

Becker is a voluntary absen- 
tee from tbe cap but Edberg 
was denied the chance of 
trying to win bade the trophy 
this year when Italy, thank* to 
Cane, knocked out Sweden in 
the fast round. 

While Sweden, four times 
ch am pions and finalis t* for me 
last seven years, face the 


shame of the world group 
qualifying round in Septem- 
ber, Cane has to demonstrate 
that his three superb match 
wins in Italy's 3-2 victory were 
no fluke. 

Suspended by bis national 
federation last year for bad 
behaviour and public criticism 
of officials, (he fiery Cane was 
welcomed back into the fold 
Hke a prodigal son after Italy’s 
surprise win in Cagliari. 

But the notoriously fickle 
Italian fans will soon forget 
Cane’s first-round triumphs if 
-he fails to conj ure up a repeat 
performance against Austria 
on Vienna’s indoor clay 
courts. 

American hopes of winning 
back the cop they have taken 
28 times — the last eight years 


ago — have been hit by Andre 
Agassi’s decision not to play. 

Agassi, who moved up to 
world number four after beat- 
ing Edberg in the international 
players’ final in Key Biscayne, 
polled out two days after being 
named to the squad which will 
play Czechoslovakia in Pra- 
gue. 

The decision sparked a row 
with U.S. Captain Tom Gor- 
man who questioned Agassi’s 
commitment to Davis Cop 
play. Agassi, veteran of five 
enp campaigns, responded by 
dubbing Gorman “a follower 
in a leader’s position.” 

To take Agassi's place, Gor- 
man has brought in Aaron 
Krickstein, another of tbe 
seven Americans in the world 
top 10. 


Bush going to a baseball opening game 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush is going to a 
baseball opener in Camadq to see 
die Texas Rangers, which is par- 
tially owned by his son. 

The president will be in Toron- 
to April 10 for talks with Cana- 
dian Prime Minister Brian Mnl- 
roney, the White House said 
Tuesday. 

After an afternoon chat, the 


two will take in some of tbe Bine 
Jays home opener- that- night 
against tbe Rangers in the Toron- 
to Skydome. The .pnerideofti 
eldest son, George Walker Bush, 
is a part-owner, of the Rangers. 

( White HouSe spokesman Mar- 
lin Htzwater said Bush and MuE 
roney will tfisenss bilateral and 
international issues of mutual in- 
terest, particularly th& changes 


taking place in Europe! 

Bnt be acknowledged die light- 
ing visit — Bush plans to arrive in 
mid-afternoon, stay for only a 
few innings of die game and 
return to the White House before 
midnight — was mostly baseball. 

Bush had planned to attend the 
traditional opener in Qnchmati 
April 2, but tbe season was de- 
layed a week because of the 


contract dispute in which owners 
locked players out of spring train- 
ing for 32 days. The two sids 
finally settled march 19. 

Bush told reporters last 
Wednesday be was still eager to 
throw out a ceremonial first ball 
somewhere. 

want to do what’s right by 
die national pastime.” I don’t 
want to do it if people think its 
frivolous,” tbe president said. 


French government investigates top soccer dub finances 


PARIS (R) — The French gov- 
ernment bas launched an inquiry 
Into hand and tax evasion involv- 
ing some of the country's top 
soccer clubs after the finance 
ministry said it bad evidence of 
. “serious breaches of tire law-” 
Michel Charasse, the minister 
in charge af tax adlection, Tues- 
day ordered an investigation into 
the accounts, income and prac- 
tices of top soccer dobs, of drear 
managers and of some governing 
bodies of tbe sport. 

“Proceedings have already 
allowed (die ministry) to discover 
serious breaches of die law,” a 
ministry statement said, adding 
that tbe inqmiy would g^-esm- 
pteted'-hy* iheond of tbryear-- 
Xt gave no details, ajip 
French millionaire Bernard 


Tapie, president of European 
Cup semi-finalists Marseille, met 
Qiarasse Tuesday and htmM 
him a file cont a in in g e nm p l cB of 
alleged fraud by rival dubs. 

“Tapie has in formed the minis- 
ter of the outcome of a study he 
has been carrying out on the 
“unacceptable” p ro fi ts made by 
managers, collaborators and 
“friends' of some soccer dubs,” 
tbe statement said. 

“According to Tapie, these 
profits were made at the expense 
of dribs in violating of tax and 
c us tom laws,” it added. 

“I have gathered inform ation 
00 all the important transfers of 
the past seasons. It shows that, 
some are gnQfy of tax fraud arid 
cheat the chibs they are in charge 
of,” Tapie said in an interview 


with the sprats daily newspaper 
L’Eqmpe last week. 

Tapie blamed the fraud on 
people posing as agents and 
mukDe-men. 

’Millions of francs change 
hands through these imposton. 
So-called basmessmea receive so- 
called commissions which are 
handed back to those involved,” 
he said. 

Tapie said bis file concerned 
more than 30 recent transfers, 
including that of Us own chib, 
Marseille. 

He spent $24 million at tbe 
start erf the season to recruit stars 
such as England's Chris Waddle 
and Brazil’s Carlos Mazer. 


He said be was not worried 
about Marseille’s transfers. 

Tapie has not named any of the 
dubs alleged to be involved in the 
frauds, tat Charasse told L r E- 
quipe: “I should be surprised if 
Bordeaux managers said they 
were not aware of some tax irre- 
gularities.” 

Bordeaux president Claude 
Bez, a top auditor in 

southwest France, tins week said 
Us club’s accounts were perfectly 
sound. 

French federation president 
Jean Fonmet-Fayard deplored 
Tapie’s attitude. *1 regret that be 
did not tell os about his files. If he 
had something to say, he knew 
whom to call.” 


Nicklaus 
to start 
PGA tour 

SCOTTSDALE, Arizona (AP) 
— Jack Nicklaus goes to tbe 
seniors Professional Golfers 
Association tour in a no-win 
situation. 

He’s the only man who has 
nothing to win and everything to 
lose, Chi CU Rodriguez said. 

“If he wins, everybody will say, 
he’s Jack Niddaus. He’s sup- 
posed to win,” Chi Chi ex- 
plained.” If he doesn't win, ev- 
erybody will ask, what’s wrong?” 

At least two things are wrong 
as Nicklaus makes his first official 
start as a senior this week in the 
tradition at desert mountain. 

First, the man generally re- 
garded as tire finest player in the 
game is having trouble convincing 
himself he belongs among the 
over-50 set. 

Tm in a quandry, Nicklaus 
said. 

I feel Tm still competitive on 
the regular tour, Nicklaus said. 
Until I get it in my head Pm not 
competitive on the regular tour, 
it’s hard for me to get excited 
about playing another tonr.” 

Second, Nicklaus is playing a 
schedule so re s tr i ct e d — maybe a 
half-dozen senior tournaments, 
10-12 official events overall — 
that he is’nt giving hims elf a full 
chance to be competitive any- 
where. 

“The guys on the regular tour 
play 30 tournaments. The guys on 
the seniors tonr play 30 tourna- 
ments,” he said. ‘Tve been play- 
ing 10 tournaments. Yon can’t be 
competitive that way, not on tbe 
regular tour, not on the seniors.” 

“Jack will do well on tbe 
seniors, Floyd predicted, tat 
took note of Lee Trevinos three 
wins in four starts earlier this 
season. 

But he’s not going to beat Lee 
playing 10 or 12 tournaments,” 
Floyd said. “Yon know it, and I 
know it, and he knows it.” 

But Trevino, a career-long 
admirer of Niddans, isn't quite 
so sore. 

“He’s tbe greatest player who 
ever put on tire spikes,” Trevino 
said! “When Jade plays, hell be 
ready. When Jack (days, he’s the 
man to beat. 


Rangers clinch Patrick 
Division title— 1st in 48 yrs 


QUEBEC (AP) — The New 
York Rangers have won their 
Frist Division championship in 48 
years, rallying for five third- 
period goals in less than 10 mi- 
nutes for a 7-4 victory over the 
Quebec Nordiques to clinch the 
Patrick Divirion. 

The Rangers last title was in 
1941-42, when the NHL was a 
seven-team league, and came two 
years after their third and last 
Stanley Cup. They had finished 
second twice since the NHL went 
to its current divisional format. 

James Patrick started the Ran- 
gers Italy Tuesday night from a 
4-2 deficit with a power-play goal 
at 5:27, beating Ron Tugnutt with 
a 45-foot slap shot after Kelly 
Kisio won a feceoff . 

Brian Mullen tied it with 
another power-play goal at 8:03 
and Mike Gartner, acquired at 
the trading deadline, scored his 
10th goal in nine games with New 
York at 9:10. It was the seventh 
straight p»me in which Gartner 
h»ri scored in the third period. 


Sabres 6, Red Wings 5 

Detroit — Dave Andreychuk 
scored three times during a five- 
goal first period and the Buffalo 
Sabres held on, eliminating tbe 
Red Wings from playoff conten- 
tion with a 6-5 win. 

The Red Wings (28-37-1 3), 
two-time defending Norris Divi- 
sion champions, missed the play- 
offs for the first time since 1985- 
86 and the first time in Jacques 
Demers four yean as coach. 
Whalers 3, Penguins 3 

Pittsburgh — Yvon Corriveau 
and Adam Burt scored in just 
over three minutes of the third 
period to give Hartford a 3-3 tie 
with Pittsburgh, extending tbe 
Penguins winless streak to six 
games. 

The Penguins, on slides of 0-3- 
3 and 1-7-3, still managed to get 
within one point of third-place 
Washington in the Patrick Divi- 
sion. 

They are three points ahead of 
the Philadelphia Flyers and New 
York Islanders. 


Flames 4, Islanders 2 

Uniondale, New York — 1 
Theoren Flenry scored the tie- * 
breaking goal late in tbe second 
period as the flames sent the 
staggering Islanders to the brink 
of playoff elimination in a 4-2 
game. 

The Islanders trail Pittsburgh 
by three points with two games 
remaining. New York most win 
both its games and have tbe 
Penguins lose theirs to have any 
chance of making the playoffs. 

Devfis 4, Capitals 1 

East Rutherford, New Jersey 
— Kirk Muller and Dave Maley 
scored 72 seconds apart midway 
through the first period and New 
Jersey prevented Washington 
from clinching a playoff spot, 
bating the Capitals 4-1- 

The victory was the third 
straight and eighth in 11 games : 
for tire Devils and assured them 
of finishing no worse than third in 
the Patrick Division. Their best 
finish ever. New Jersey can clinch 
second by winning one of its final 
three regular-season games. 


Entertainers, competitors reflect 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
« TANNAH HIRSCH 
1969 Tiftw* naa n Sanicaa. Inc. 


A LITTLE CARE DOES THE TRICK 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* K *72 
: J 73 

' A I 10 8 5 4 

* Void 

west east 

* 6 * 10 5 3 

96542 T K Q 10 

. 73 KQ962 

4 Q J 10 6 5 * 42 

SOUTH 

* A Q J 9 4 

* A 8 
Void 

-A K 9 8 7 3 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

2 * 

Pass 

2 

Pass 

2 * 

Pass 

3 * 

Pass 

& * 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Six of * 

Dear Omar: 

In an historic decision, tbe Board 
of Directors of the American Con- 
tract Bridge League voted to sanc- 
tion the Omar Sharif World 
Individual Tournament, to he held 
at the Showboat Hotel in Atlantic 
City next May. This is the first time 
master points will be awarded at a 
tournament with money prizes. 

I would not expect this hand to 
cause much problem in either die 
Championship or Open division. It 
did, though, in a rubber bridge 


game, where North-South reached 
si* spades on the natural sequence 
shown. Because of the void in part- 
ner’s suit. South was disinclined to 
probe Tor a grand slam. 

West found the excellent lead of a 
trump, and declarer was rather care- 
less in handling the combined assets. 
Eas t withheld the ten of trumps so 
declarer's nine won. After cashing 
the ace of clubs, declarer ruffed a 
club, discarded a heart on the ace of 
diamonds, came to hand with the 
ace of hearts and tried to ruff anoth- 
er club with the eight of trumps. 
East overruffed with the ten. re- 
turned a trump and declarer was 
stranded with a club loser. 

As you can see. 13 tricks are there 
for the taking. At trick two South 
should ruff a low club on the 
board— cashing the ace was a mis- 
take. After discarding a heart on the 
ace of diamonds, the closed hand is 
entered with the ace of hearts for 
another club tuff. Declarer returns 
to hand with a ruff and trumps a 
• third club with the king of spades. 
Everything is now in place to bring 
the hand to a speedy and successful 
conclusion. South ruffs a red suit 
with the jack, draws the outstanding 
trumps and simply cashes his 
winners. 

As ever, 

T annah 




SALAH BEAUTY SHOP 

Dear lady customer, we guarantee a special haircut for 
you, one of the most up-to-date hairstyle for 1990. 

Salah Beauty Shop: Mecca Street - Behind 
Jaber Shopping Centre Tel: 818497 
* Special section for veiled ladles under the 
supervision of lady beautician 

“Suha Muasher”. j 


CALGARY (AP) — When Brian 
Orser, the entertainer, skates at 
tbe Saddledome for tbe first time 
since the 1988 winter Olympics, 
be will have bis past as a competi- 
tor on his mind. 

It’ll be kind of strange walking 
around backstage in the Saddle- 
dome before the show, said the 
1987 world champion and Olym- 
pic silver medallist who appears 
now with die stars on Ice Show. 
“But I'm not afraid to go into the 
building." 

“Luckily, it was a great night 
and people remember tbe tattle 
of tiie Brians and they remember 
our performances. People don’t 
feel negative about it, which has 
helped me in my professional 
career.” 

Orser, then the world cham- 
pion, carried the golden expecta- 
tions of Canada on his shoulders 
that night in Ftebrnaiy two years 
ago. He finished a ‘narrow second 
to Brian Boitano of the United 


FOR RENT 

In Jabal Luweibdeh, 
Near Tarasanta 
College, 

A beautifully furnished 
one-bedroom apart- 
ment with a spacious 
living area, kitchen 
and bathroom. Tele- 
phone and central 
heating. 

For further details 
please call 622033. 


States after a bobble on one of bis 
triple- jump landing s. 

Orser die entertainer doesn't 
have to worry about technical 
perfection or impressing judges, 
something he had to do in win- 
ning two Olympic and four world 
championship silver medals. 

Orser said he enjoys the crea- 
tive freedom of the show. 

“There’s no other show- like it. 
Some of the other larger ice 
shows have one headliner. Well, 
any one of our 11 skates could 
headline one of those shows. 

And it’s not as glitzy. What 
people see is really good quality 
skating. We’re not doing 12 shows 
a week. We’re doing three or four 
and we ail have input into cos- 
tumes, the music and the prog- 
ramme. 

Orser, whose towering leaps 
and elegant spins punctuated his 
skating as an amateur, drinks he 
bas improved as a professional. 


“Technically, I feel Tm just as 
strong as I ever was, but I think 
artistically Tm doing a lot more 
and just being in the entertain- 
ment business yon have to grow 
as a skater or an entertainer.” 
Turning professional hasn’t 
been as successful for other ska- 
ters, Orser said. “Many don’t 
*nal«» the transition.” 

“Fve seen a lot of skaters just 
crack. They can only take so 
much. (Former American dram 
pion) Rosalynn Sumners was with 
Disney on Ice for a couple of. 
years when she first turned pro. 
She was world champion, Olym- 
pic silver medallist, and Donald 
Duck had a higher billing than 
she did.” 

“She had a hard time dealing, 
with that. And she was doing 12; 
shows a week and it was tins same 
character and tbe same steps and 
the same- smile every single* 
night.” 


TO LET 

FURNISHED 1ST FLOOR 

Of 3' bedrooms, two spacious, salons, two balconys. Fully 
equipped kitchen, independent phone and central heatina. 
Annual rent JD 4500. Location 7th Circle 0 

For more Information pis. call 812399. 


CAR FOR SALE 


B.M.W. 325iSE, Duty unpaid, 1988, right-hand 
dolphin grey, special equipment, 4 doors. 


drive 


Thursday only opposite the Mill Rest between 
5th & 6th Circle or call Mr. Ghazi 825992, will sell 
to the highest offer. 


PROFESSIONAL CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

A Jordanian professional firm is currently recruiting fresh 
university graduates in business administration and 
accounting. Fluency in the English language is a prere- 
quisite. We offer attractive packages with clear cut career 
paths. 

CVs should be mailed to P.O. Box 9847 Amman, 
Jordan. All applications will be treated in strict 
confidentiality. 


By method of sealed bids (4) four cars. Duty not paid. (3) 
three are in good running condition, and (1) one unser- 
viceable. The above cars are available for inspection and 
bidding at the American Embassy Motor Pool, near the 
3rd Circle, behind YWCA, on Sunday and Monday, April 1 , 
2, 1990. 

Hours are 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. each day. 
Refundable 20% cash deposit required on all 
bids. 


CAR FOR SALE 

1986 Ford Mercury. Duty not paid, 2-door, 1.9 litre engine, AC., 
stereo-cassette; 25,000 miles, in perfect condition. 

Call Friday or any day after 5 p.m. telephone 683753. 
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TYCHE HOTEL 

Has now opened a health activity 
and physical fitness club 



FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

At Al Suwaifiah. Newly constructed and well-furnished apartment 
located as second floor of a villa with another apt Very tidy and 
suitable for small family. Too close to the Airport Highway. 

For further details or Inquiries, please call the owner 
on TeL 604935. 

FOR ANNUAL LEASE ONLY 


AUSTRIAN EMBASSY/OESTERREICHISCHE 
BOTSCHAF T AMM AN 
AN ALLE OESTERREICHER IN JORDANIEN 

Aufgrund neuer Rechtslage koennen kuenftig Oesterreicher 
auch im Ausland an Oesterreichischen Bundeswahten und 
bundesweiten Volksabstimmungen teilhehmen. Dies wird er- 
stmals bei den Nationalratswahfen am 7. Oktober 1990 moeg- 
lich sein. Voraussetzung ist zunaechst die Bntragung in die 
Waehlerevidenz elner oesterreichischen Gemeinde. 
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Fresh violence rocks S. Africa; 
whites form vigilante group 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Poli- 
tical unrest in South Africa’s 
black townships brought fresh 
violence to Natal province 
Wednesday amid signs of growing 
alarm among whites. 

Whites in conservative Orange 
Free State province have formed 
vigilante groups to prevent the 
new round of violence spilling 
over into residential areas where 
they live. 

Up to 400 people have been 
killed in violence across the coun- 
try over the past two months. 

Residents in the mining town 
Welkom said they had set up the 
so-called “white security group” 
of uniformed armed patrols to 
protect property against black 
troublemakers. It is the first white 
vigilante group formed in recent 
years. 

“We want to protect our neigh- 
bourhood,” white security chief 
David Naude told the pro-gov- 


emment Citizen newspaper 

"We just got sick and tired of 
sitting around and doing nothing 
while our country burned.” 

Police said three people were 
killed, 24 injured including eight 
policemen, and 91 arrested 
nationwide in unrest in the 24 
hours to Wednesday morning. 

In Natal, residents said hun- 
dreds of blacks belonging to rival 
anti-apartheid organisations used 
guns and machetes to battle each 
other in the black Edendale 
township outside the provincial 
capital Pietermaritzburg. 

“I'm hearing babies crying and 
women crying over the phone. 
It's bad around here,” a blade 
journalist who monitors the vio- 
lence said by telephone 
Wednesday. 

“It’s extremely tense. One 
hears the echo of gunfire the 
whole time.” said welfare worker 
Peter Kerchoff. “There is an 


ongoing Caracas. It moves from 
one place to another and another 
around the hills.” 

He said he drove three youths 
to hospital, two of whom had 
bullet wounds. The third bad 
machete head wound. 

Edendale was the scene Tues- 
day of one of the largest pitched 
battled in three years of chronic 
violence in Natal Groups allied to 
Nelson Mandela’s African 
National Congress (ANC) are 
pitted there against the tradition- 
al Zulu-based Inkatha move- 
ment. 

Police said they fired pistols, 
shotguns, tsar gas and rubber 
bullets to try to stop thousands of 
blacks who found in and around 
Edendale. A man was killed 
when a crowd set fire to bis car. 
Dozens were injured. 

Inkatha and its rival, the ANC- 
allied United Democratic Front 
(UDF) coalition, oppose 


Kohl to take unity drive to U.K. 


BONN (R) — Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl beats the drum for 
German unity this week in Bri- 
tain, the last of the four wartime 
allies he is visiting to calm foreign 
worries about the new state about 
to emerge in Central Europe. 

Kohl and British Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher will 
address a conference in Cam- 
bridge Thursday evening before 
holding talks and a news confer- 
ence in London Friday. 

Thatcher was notably slower 
and cooler than the heads of the 
three other victorious powers — 
the United Stales, Soviet Union 
and France — in accepting that 
German unity was inevitable af- 


ter the Berlin Wall opened last 
November. 

She and other British officials 
have lately been openly stressing 
their support for unity and diplo- 
mats here said tensions between 
Bonn and London had eased. 

‘Three or four weeks ago it 
was rather sticky,” one envoy 
said. “Now the atmosphere is 
getting better.” 

The chancellor has already vi- 
sited Moscow, Washington and 
Paris to allay fears the Germans’ 
unexpected dash towards unity 
could produce an unpredictable 
superstate in their midst. 

The often shaky relationship 
between Thatcher and Kohl was 


^ORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


■2 Fsflipino generals, 19 others face trial 

MANILA (R) — The Philippine Armed Forces Wednesday 
ordered two generals and 19 other officers to face courts martial 
on mutiny and murder charges arising from last December's army 
coup attempt. They are the first officers to face trial for their 
alleged role in the sixth and most serious militajy attempt to 
overthrow President Corazon Aquino since she took office in 
1986. Opposition leader Joan Ponce Entile and five other civilians 
are also facing trial for rebellion and murder for alleged 
involvement in the insurrection. 

Sri Lankan cabinet dissolved 

COLOMBO (AP) — President Ranasingbe Premadasa dissolved 
the cabinet Wednesday as a prelude to appointing a new council 
of ministers, a senior government official said. Cabinet spokes- 
man Ranjan Wijeratne said Prime Minister Dingiri Wijetunga 
resigned earlier in the day, clearing the way for Premadasa’s 
action. Wijeratne, who held the posts of foreign minister and 
deputy defence minister, said Premadasa would name a new 
prime minister and cabinet Thursday. Wijetunga, who took office 
on March 3, 1989, gave no explanation for his resignation, 
Wijeratne said. “When he was appointed, the president had said 
the term would be a one-year-period. The dissolution of cabinet 
was effective 12 noon (0630 GMT) Wednesday,” Wijeratne said. 

China denies reports on missile exports 

PEKING (R) — A senior Chinese official Wednesday dismissed 
as rumours foreign reports that Peking had begun exporting 
short-range missiles to the Middle East. “Don’t believe in 
rumours,” said foreign ministry spokesman Li Zhaoxing when 
asked to comment oa the reports. Li, recently promoted as 
assistant to Foreign Minister Qian Qicben, declined further 
comment. Western diplomats in Peking were quoted Tuesday as 
saying they believed China had started selling short-range 
surface-to-surface missiles. Two convoys of missiles, believed to 
be MiB Ballistic missiles with a range of up to 120 kilometres, 
were seen recently moving under police escort towards the port of 
Tianjin. 

Pope names envoy to Hungary 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope John Paul O Wednesday named 
the pa pel envoy to Colombia as the Holy Sees first ambassador to 
Hungary in 45 years. Relations between Hungary and the 
Vatican, broken when the government expelled the papal envoy 
in 1945, were re-established in February. Pope John' Paul 
appointed Archbishop Angelo Acerbi, 64, an Italian serving in 
Colombia, to the post. Hungary was the second Soviet Bloc 
country to re-establish ties with the Holy See after the Pape’s 
native Poland did so in July last year. 

Australian held for serial killings 

SYDNEY (R) — A safes representative found unconscious in the 
home of a strangled woman was Wednesday accused of being the 
serial “granny killer” responsible for the murders of six elderly 
Australian women. John Glover, aged 58 and married, was 
charged in a Sydney local court with the six murders carried oat 
over tire past 12 months. The women, aged between 60 and 92, 
were strangled and battered to death with a hammer in wealthy 
barbourade suburbs in north Sydney. 

{Insects delay loading of giant telescope 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida (AP) — A thimbleful of bogs is 
delaying preparation of the mammoth, $1 .5-billion telescope that 
will allow scientists to look deeper into the infinities of space than 
ever before. The gnat-tike insects, called Midges, were found in a 
room where the bubble space telescope was being readied for 
installation in space shuttle Discovery. They forced the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) to delay loading 
the telescope until at least Tburaday. Engineers fear the insects 
could damage the fragile 25,000-pound (11,340-kilogramme) 
instrument, foe most expensive unmanned spacecraft ever buflL 

Mobutu hints at political reforms 

BRUSSELS (R) — Zairean President Mobutu Sese Seko hwrfgri 
at political reforms in foe country be has ruled as a one-party state 
for nearly 25 years, saying there would be changes. “You know 
what’s happening across the world,” he said in an interview 
broadcast on Belgian Radio Wednesday. “After forking about it, 
I decided to consult my people so that everybody can tell me whai 
be thinks... about the functioning of oar institutions,” Mobutu 
said. “There will be changes,” be added, giving no time stale. 


rocked again Monday when she 
said he had vowed at the Euro- 
pean Community summit in Stas- 
bourg last December not to rec- 
ognise Poland’s western border. 

The comment came in an 
otherwise positive interview in 
tile newsweekly Der Spiegel in 
which Thatcher said European 
states had to get used to the idea 
of a larger Germany in their 
midstand should not try to create 
counterweights to it. 

Kohl's spokesman promptly 
denied foe chancellor had made 
any such comment about the 
post-war Oder-Neisse Line, 
which gave vast tracts of former 
German land to Warsaw. 

U.S. panel 
approves 
aid package 

WASHINGTON — A U.S. con- 
gressional panel Tuesday 
approved a $720-mfllkra aid pack- 
age to help Nicaragua and Pana- 
ma rebuild their shattered econo- 
mies and approved aid for Soviet 
Jews settling is Israel. 

The money to the Central 
American nations was part of a 
$2.4-billion spending bill for the 
current fiscal year that includes 
funds for a wide variety of prog- 
rammes and cancels SI.8 billion 
in defence spending to help pay 
for them. 

The package also includes $70 
million requested by Prescient 
George Bush for transportation 
and resettlement costs for re- 
fugees coming to the United 
States, most of them from foe 
Soviet Union. 

It added $5 million for Soviet 
refugees settling in Israel and 
included $30 million in aid for 
African nations. $15 million for 
eastern Caribbean countries, $5 
million for costs of damage 
caused by hurricane Hugo in 
Caribbean last year and $25 mo- 
tion for worldwide emergency re- 
fugees food aid. 

$400m loan to Israel 

The House of Representatives 
Appropriations Committee also 
voted to provide Israel with $400 ' 
million in bousing loan gnaran- j 
tees to help resettle Jews from the ! 
Soviet Union. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker had linked the guarantees 
to a ban on new Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank. Deputy 
Secretary of State Lawrence Eag- 
febmger later said the administra- 
tion would support the loan 
guarantees on condition Israel 
gave “adequate assurances” on 
how the money would be used. 
He declined to be more specific. 

The House of Representatives 
Foreign Affairs Committee voted 
in a separate authorisation bill to 
reduce Israel's initial insurance 
payment on the guarantees - 
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apartheid but they differ over 
tactics. They accuse each other of 
using violen« to force their views 
and political structures on Natal’s 
townships. 

Inkatha is prepared to fight for 
black rights from within struc- 
tures created by Pretoria such as 
the Kwazulku tribal homeland, 
which is beaded by Inkatha lead- 
er Mangosothu Butbelezi. The 
UDF opposes Buthclezi’s 
strategy. 

Residents said fighting flared 
anew Wednesday when hundreds 
of blacks from Sweetwates 
township attacked the ntiddte- 
class Caluza area of UDF-con- 
trolled Edendale. 

Group carrying pangas and 
guns sec fire to cars and bouses as 
they roamed across rolling hills 
around Edendale, they said. 
UDF supporters blocked Edeo- 
dale with barricades. Transport 
and business in the area came to a 
standstill. 

Defence 
rests case 
in trial of 
Poindexter 

WASHINGTON (R) — Defence 
attorneys rested their case in the 
Iran-contra trial of former White 
House adviser John Poindexter 
without calling him to Che stand, 
leaving the jury to mull over key 
testimony by former President 
Ronald Reagan and sacked aide 
Oliver North. 

Final arguments were set for 
Friday in Poindexter's trial on 
five felony charges stemming 
from the Iran-contra scandal, the 
worst crisis of Reagan’s presiden- 
cy. Deliberations could begin 
Monday. 

The defence rested Tuesday 
after calling five cfurrarter witnes- 
ses to the stand, inducting a sena- 
tor, a congressman, an admiral, 
an episcopal priest and one of 
Poindexter’s neighbours. 

Poindexter. 54, a retired navy 
rear admiral who served as chief 
of Reagan’s National Security 
Council, walked out of court 


“All over for a while,” he told 
reporters as be walked out with 
his wife and one of his five sons. 
Tm fine." 

Poindexter is charged with 
lying to Congress, obstructing 
Congress and conspiracy to cover 
up the 1985-86 plan to sell aims to 
Iran in exchange for U.S. hos- 
tages and then divert the profits 
to the Nicaraguan contra rebels 
despite a congressional ban on 
official U.S. aid. 

Conviction on all counts coaid 
mean np to 25 years in prison and 
$1.25 million in fines. 

Poindexter’s attorneys have 
argued that be believed be was 
acting at Reagan’s behest and 
never thought be was doing any- 
thing illegal. 

To bolster their argument, they 
compelled Reagan to take the 
witness stand. It was the first time 
a former president was forced to 
give testimony about the timer 
workings of his administration. 

But in nearly eight hours of 
videotaped testimony, Reagan 
was vague on the specifics of the 
Iran-contra plan. He did, howev- 
er, identify it as a covert opera- 
tion that be authorised. 

The star witness for the pro- 
secution was Oliver North, the 
Marine who served under 
Poindexter at the National Secur- 
ity Council and was convicted of 
three Iran-contra felonies last 
year. Reagan called North a 
“national hero” after the «nndal 
broke in November 1986. 

In three days on the witness 
stand. North was deemed so 
effective that lead Prosecutor 
Dan Webb cut the presentation 
of his case by as much as three 
weeks. 


South African 
ruling party 
ponders 
admitting^ 
blacks 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa’s ruling National 
Party (NP) is thinking foe un- 
thinkable — opening its ranks to 
people other than whites. 

After 76 yean of white exclu- 
sivity and Afrikaner nationalism, 
it says it is committed to disman- 
tling South Africa’s apartheid sys- 
tem of racial segregation and 
th er efore can do longer continue 
as a party for whites only. 

“If we have to belong to a new 
Sooth Africa, we have to look at 
the option of opening oar doors 
to all races,” party Information 
Director Rene Scboeman told 
Reuters. 


Australian Labour could 
have four-seat majority 


CANBERRA (R) — Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke Wednesday 
prepared a revamped govern- 
ment for his fourth term in office 
in anticipation of a Labour Party 
majority of three or four seats 
after Saturday’s Australian 
general election. 

Hawke’s expectation of a 
workable parliamentary majority 
grew as electoral commission 
counting in the last marginal con- 
stituencies. in the close poll 
showed a swing towards Labour. 

Labour Party officials said the 
swing, from postal and preferen- 
tial votes, could gjve Labour up 
to 76 seats and the Liberal/ 
National Parties’ Coalition 71. 

The present tally, with seven 
marginals pending, is labour 72 
seats, coalition 68 and one inde- 
pendent , the commission said. 

Hawke, in power since 1983, 
held talks with left, centre and 
rightwing factions of his Labour 
Party on a revamped team for a 
fourth successive term. 

Finance Minister Peter Walsh, 
who this week gave warning that 
Australia was in grave economic 
trouble, called for a rejuvenated 
team in parliament, which re- 
sumes in early May. 

The Labour Party caucus had 
“a moral responsibility to elect 
the most talented ministry we can 
master. We cannot afford any- 
thing less,” he told reporters 


He declined to elaborate, fourth successive term. party sources said. 

saying be did not want to pre- Finance Minister Peter Walsh, Any blood-letting in 
crept debate within the party. Bet who this week gave warning that tion, which considered 
government-supporting Afri- Australia was in grave economic tion presented its best 
lcaans-language newspapers have trouble, called for a rejuvenated govern for seven yea 
touted the idea of integration team in parliament, which re- wait until the final i 
sinoe February when President sumes in early May. announced, party semi 

F.W. de Klerk pledged to oegoti- The Labour Party caucus had Liberal leader 
ate with the black majority over a “ a moral responsibility to elect Peacock will be and 
non-raaal future for South the most talented ministry we can pressure to quit, pi 
Africa. master. We cannot afford any- favour of shadow areas 

“The question is on foe table thing less,” he told reporters Hewson, the sources i 
whether the National Party can . — 
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Wednesday. 

The swing away from Labour, 
which had a 22-seat majority be- 
fore the poll, was blamed by- 
party analysts mostly on econo- 
mic factors such as high interest 
rates on home and commercial 
loans. 

Australia, suffering from a 
poor trading performance, also 
has an 128 billion Australian dol- 
lars (S88 billion) net foreign debt, 
inflation of 7.8 per cent and an 
unemployment rate of 6.5 per 
cent. 

Political analysts said a signifi- 
cant government change is likely 
to be that Treasurer Paul Keating 
will be given the additional large- 
ly ceremonial role of deputy 
prime minister, replacing foe re- 
tired liocel Bowen. 

Keating would continue as 
treasurer until Hawke, who has 
vowed to serve his full three-year 
term, steps down, leaving Keat- 
ing positioned to replace him, 
party sources said. 

Any blood-letting in the coali- 
tion, which considered the elec- 
tion presented its best chance to 
govern for seven years, would 
wait until the final result was 
announced, party sources said. 

Liberal leader Andrew 
Peacock will be under strong 
pressure to quit, possibly in 
favour of shadow treasurer John 
Hewson, the sources said. 


innnn 


The National Parly is the pow- 
er base for South Africa’s Afri- 
kaaners, descendants of the first 
Dutch settlers who arrived over 
300 years ago. The party seized 
control of foe government from 
English-speaking whites in 1948 
and quickly locked white sup- 
remacy into the complex legal 
code of foe apartheid laws. 

Political analysts say foe party 
is cur re ntly toying with two op- 
tions: Opemng its doors to all 
races or forming electoral 
alliances with integrated parties 
and- organisations. 

Indications are that it might do 
both, allowing a trickle of non- 
white members while casting 
around for allies. 

Alliances could be forged with 
parties within foe segregated 
three -chamber parliament of 
whites, Indians and coloureds 
(people of mi xed race) which has 
never been accepted as a legiti- 
mate body outride government 
rirdes because ft exdudes blacks, 
who form more than 70 per cent ; 
of the population. 

Unpopular conservative black 
groups, including local govern- 
ment organisations winch have 
co-operated with Pretoria bat 
could not hope to compete alone 
a gainst mam black organisations, 
are believed ready to join ranks 
with the “Nats.” 


Twelve milit ants opposing Indian 
role in Kashmir have escaped 
from a maximum security jail, 
police said Wednesday. 

A security check at midnight 
revealed only an empty ceB, 
prompting a massive hunt 
through Srinagar, summer capital 
of Jammu and Kashmir, India’s 
only Muslizn-znajorify state. 

There were immediate suspi- 
cions that the 12, all kept in one 
cell of Srinagar’s Central Jail, 
might have bad inside help to get 
oat of the heavify guarded prison. 

Police said most of foe nub- 
tants were members of foe Jammu 
and Kashmir liberation FVont 
(JKLF), one of the leading 
groups fighting either for an inde- 
pendent Kashmir or to join Mus- 
lim Pakistan. 

All were held under tongh anti- 
terrorist legislation that allows 
detention without trial for up to 
two years. 

More than 200 people have 
been killed in Kashmir since mid- 
January when long-simmering re- 
sentment against Indian rule 
bur st into violence. 

Most of the deaths have been 
in foe Kashmir Valley, where the 
secessio nis t groups have their 
greatest support. 

An indefinite curfew was im- 
posed on Hmdn-majority Jammu 
Tuesday and troops were brought 


Zimbabweans vote in general elections 


HARARE (R) — Zimbabweans 
began voting in presidential and 
general elections Wednesday as a 
leading human rights body criti- 
cised President Robert Mugabe’s 
ruling party for a campaign 
marked by violence and intimida- 
tion. 

Small groups of voters began 
presenting themselves at ballot 
boxes guarded by khaki-dad 
police soon after 7 a.m. (0500 
GMT) on the first day of the 
two-day polls. 

But Ian Smith, former prime 
minister of the s outh e rn African 
country once called Rhodesia, 
failed to vote in a suburb in foe 
capital Harare because there 
were no ballot boxes. He also 
complained the elections would 
not be free because of alleged 
intimidation by Mugabe's ruling 
ZANU-PF party. 

He was echoing charges on the 
eve of the poll by Zimbabwe’s 
leading human rights group, the 


Catholic Commission for Justice 
and Peace, which said rising vio- 
lence and intimidation bad called 
into question the freeness and fair- 
ness of the ballot. 

Mugabe, who wants to tarn 
Zimbabwe into a one-party state, 
is facing a challenge from maver- 
ick but populist politician Edgar 
Tekere, who was once an ally of 
the president. 

Tekere, bead of the Zimbabwe 
Unity Movement (ZUM), says a 
party candidate for foe central 
constituency of Gwern was shot 
and wounded by state security 
agents Saturday and has express- 
ed fears foe election wifl be 
rigged. 

He has also faced an over- 
whelming pro-ZANU-PF bias in 
foe country’s media, virtually all 
state-run, during the campaign. 

The Catholic Commission con- 
demned foe shooting of ZUM 
candidate Patrick Kombayi as a 
“most shocking development” 


and a gross misuse of state 
machinery for intimidation. It 
complained leading ZANU-PF 
politicians were inching Zimbab- 
weans to violence. 

Soon after polling stations, 
opened. Mugabe’s heavily-armed 
motorcade set off mi a last-mi- 
nute wbostiestop tour of Harare’s 
suburbs; 

Reports from rural areas said 
voting was going smoothly, 
although some polling stations 
had opened late because ballot 
boxes had not been delivered. 

Voting for a parliamentary seat 
in foe eastern constituency of 
Chimanimani was postpo n ed “for 
technical reasons” but election 
agents said the presidential vote 
would go ahead as planned, the 
local news agency Ziana said. 

Mugabe told supporters on his 
last campaign outing: “We want 
to bury ZUM. We must throw 
them into foe grave where they 
will not rise again.” 


Romanian soldiers protest service extention 
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BUCHAREST (AP) — The 
array has announced that military 
service will be extended by two 
months, immediately prompting 
a noisy protest by more than 
1,000 Romanian soldiers. 

An appeal by Defence Minister 
Victor Stanculescu, which was 
read on national television Tues- 
day night, said the regular 22- 
month service would be tempor- 
arily lengthened by at most two 
months. It was based on a decree 
of die ruling provisional council 
of national unify. 

Maj.-Gen. Constantin Ste- 
fenesrc who appeared on TV 
after the decree was read, said: 
“The presence of experienced 
soldiers (nearing completion of 
their term) is necessary so that- 
preparations for foe coming elec- 
tions can go smoothly." 

Romania’s tint multiparty 
elections are scheduled to be held 
on May 20. 

Soldiers bearing signs reading; 
“We don’t want to be mocked, 


and we want the decree re- 
voked,” gathered in front of foe 
government building on 
Bucharests Victoria Square, 
where they were confronted by 
several hundred heavily armed 
guards who surrounded foe com- 
plex. 

Groups of soldiers varying in 
number from several dozen to 
more than 300 marched in the 
night through the capital from 
their barracks on the outskirts to 
join their comrades. They were 
greeted with loud cheers and 
bearhugs when they reached the 
square. 

“We dont want to be lied to 
any longer,” chanted the protes- 
ters, who started arriving at the. 
square soon after Stanculescu ’s 
appeal was broadcast on televi- 
sion. 

“The Romanian army has 
proved to be a factor of .stability 
in the country,” the decree said, 
“adding that the situation in some 


part of Romania “has shown that 
measures are necessary for in- 
creasing the combat readiness of 
the army.” 

This was a reference to recent 
unrest in Transylvania, where 
bloody clashes occurred between 
Romanians and members of the 2 
million-strong e thnic Hungarian 
minority. 

“That is why the period of 
military service will be leng- 
thened by not longer than 60 
days ” the announcement quot- 
ing the decree said. 

“Military experience (of the 
troops) is necessary to ensure foe 
fighting capacity of the army,” it 
added. 

Ever since the overthrow last 
December of Romania’s Com- 
munist dictator Nicolee Ceauses- 
cu, in which foe army played a 
decisive role, foe militaiy has 
been used repeatedly to ensure 
law and order and to prevent 
political and ethnic unrest. 


Its latest action was in foe 
Transylvanian city of Tigru 
Mores, where thousands of sol- 
diers were deployed last Week to 
halt an outbreak of intercoaunon- 
al fighting between Romanians 
and ethnic Hungarians. 

Bat the moral in the aimed 
forces has been reported to be 
low in recent months, and protes- 
ters in Bucharest complained that 
conditions for the ordinary sol- 
diers were very poor. 

We are used as unpaid work- 
ers, with very little food and no 
protective measures, said a cor- 
poral bearing foe sign “special- 
ised induction means forced 
labour.” 

During Ceaosescu’s rule, much 
of the army was engaged in braid- 
ing his grandiose projects in 
Bucharest and elsewhere. 

The term of militaiy service, 
which is compulsory m Romania, 
was shortened from 16 to 12 
months after the December re- 
volution. 


in to patrol the streets after six 
people were injured in fig h ts be- 
tween the two groups sparked by 
tiie alleged defilement of a Hmdn 
temple. 

The Indian g o v e rnm ent says 
about 25,000 familirg have Bed 
the violence in tile Kashmir Val- 
ley, most of them Hindus who 
went to Jammu despite militant 
a ss uran ces foal their targets were 
picked on political, not sectarian 
grounds. 

Three people were killed in the 
Kashmir Valley Tuesday, two of 
them Hindus accused of being 
pofice informers. 

Tension had been rising in 
Jammu with the influx of refugees 
and repeated demonstrations 
against Muslim demands to be 
free of Indian rote. 

New Delhi has accused Pakis- 
tan repeatedly of arming and 
t r a in i ng foe mi U t a w hc in the One- 
ffand of Kashmir controlled by 
Islamabad. 

The two countries have gone to 
war twice over Kashmir , Pakistan 
rejects the Indian charges and 
says Delhi’s neglect of the region 
is the basic cause of die uprising. 

Police said a round-the-clock 
curfew would remain in effect for 
a second day after a young Mus- 
lim injured in the Jammu fighting 
died in hospital early Wednesday 
and a Sikh temple was attacked in 
tiie middle of foe night. 


Thousands Bock 
to see 'miraculous 1 
aubergine 

LONDON (R) — Thousands of 
Muslims have flocked to tile 
house of an Asian man in central 
England who says be has found 
the name of Allah written aside 
an Aubergine. Zahid Kassam, 32, 
said Tuesday that when foe An- ' 
bergine (eggplant) was cut open, 
the seeds formed the name of 4 
Allah in Arabic. Up to 4,505 ' 
pilgrims have visited Kassam'5 
modest house in the town bf 
Leicester since foe local mosque 
said the vegetable was a holy 
object. “I feci it is my duty to 
show these people what has hap- 
pened. We feel very' blessed,” 
Kassam said. His wife Farida ' 
bought the aubergine at a focal 
shop and found the inscription as 
foe was preparing to cook it. Last 
week an Asian living in nearby 
Nottingham also claimed to have 
found an Aubergine with the 
name of Allah inside it. 

Scandinavian art 
sells for $18m 

LONDON (API — A painting of . 
a seated child dancer by foe 
Finnish artist Helene Schjerfbecfc 
sold for £1.1 million (SI. 78 mil- 
lion) in London Tuesday night, - 
auctioneers Sotheby’s said. The 
price was believed to be a record 
at auction for any Furnish painter 
and was paid by an unidentified 
Finnish buyer bidding on the tele- 
phone at the opening of a two- 
day sale of 19th and 20th Cents ry 
Scandinavian art. The 46 works 
sold the first day raiised 
£8,017,350 (nearly S13 mufion). 
more than foe total for the whole 
two days of Sofoebys Scandina- 
vian sale in 1989. The Scbj.erf^ 
beck painting erf the child putting? 
on her shoes is called Balskoraa 
or the dancing shoe. The artist, 
who lived from 1862 to 1946, 
went to Paris in 1880 and studied 
with well-known artists but after 
returning home she worked* in 
comparative isolation from foe 
mainstream of European paint- 
ing. A distant landscape viewed 
through a dark, leafy opening, 
tided the yellow autumn picture, 
by. the Swedish dramatist Au- 
gust Strindberg was the second- 
highest priced lot. It sok! for 
£968,000 ($1.56 mi II ion) to an 
anonymous private buyer. The 
eight other highest-priced works 
in the sale were painted by 
Anders Zorn, Carl Larsson and $ 
Nils Von Dardel of Sweden and 
Peder Severin Kroyer of De- 
nmark. 

Adam and Eve file 
harassment suit 

WASHINGTON (R) — Adam 
and Eve are accusing the U.S. 
Justice Department of trying to 
b anish them from capitalism’s 
Garden of Eden.” Adam and Eve 
is a mail order company that 
specialises in erotic books, 
videotapes and contraceptives 
and it filed suit in federal court 
Mond ay, damring the Justice De- 
partment was trying to force it 
out of business through intnutda* 
tion and harassment. The com- 
panay acc us e d the department of. 
trying to take away its freedom of 
speech rights under the constitu- 
tion to sell legal, noa-obscene* 
products. It said it sold only 
adults. “Justice Department 
agents have systematically 
t hr ea t ene d , harassed and nftmi - 
dated Adam and Eve,” the com- 
pany’s attorney Bruce fid 
in a statement. Fimhe said the 
department had threatened to file 
multiple prosecutions the 

compa ny in different states, 
winch could put it out of business, 
if Adam And Eve does not 
down. The suit, fifed in U.S. 
district court in Wash in gton, ^ 
the court to bar the Justice Do- 
pertinent from threate ning foe 
company with prosecution csr tak- 
ing any action to coerce the firm 

and its em ployees to waive their 
constitutional rights. 

Stuntman breaks 
world record ^ 

TORONTO (R) - A profaaea- 
at st m i lm an broke the world re- 
coid fw leaping between bnS£ 
when be jumped 6.5 metres 
fnxa one five-storey warehouse 
to another. Roy Andereon, who 
wore a white hood and sfrinrip fr 
rod bodysuft with stare Hunting 
the sides, used no net pg 
™y apparatus as be jumped 
roof to roof. “Iffidn’twony f 

anout miyfojng ^ ^ be I 

sad - w> just me and hfcfr !' 

^tar-old, whose h 

n»*ie credits include Roc&v IV, ! ■ 


of 5-8 metres despite 
QBsatn n g. Anderson, 
coved no money for 

now plans to look for a 


-l 




